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India to recall top 
envoy to Canada
AFP, New Delhi

India said yesterday it was withdrawing its envoy to 
Canada because Ottawa was investigating him and 
other diplomats as “persons of interest”, after the 
killing last year of a Sikh separatist leader.

The 2023 murder of Canadian citizen Hardeep 
Singh Nijjar crashed diplomatic relations with 
India after Prime Minister Justin Trudeau said 
there were “credible allegations” linking Indian 
intelligence to the crime.

The withdrawal of India’s ambassador is a 
major escalation in the fraught ties between 
the nations. “We have no faith in the current 
Canadian Government’s commitment to ensure 
their security,” New Delhi’s foreign ministry said 
in a statement.

“Therefore, the Government of India has 
decided to withdraw the High Commissioner and 
other targeted diplomats and officials.”

India’s foreign ministry had earlier said 
in a statement it had “received a diplomatic 
communication from Canada suggesting that the 
Indian High Commissioner and other diplomats are 
persons of interest” in the ongoing investigation.

It said their envoy, Sanjay Kumar Verma, a 
former ambassador to Japan and Sudan, was a 
respected career diplomat and that accusations 
against him were “ludicrous and deserve to be 
treated with contempt”.

Nijjar -- who immigrated to Canada in 1997 and 
became a citizen in 2015 -- had advocated for a 
separate Sikh state, known as Khalistan, carved 
out of India.

He had been wanted by Indian authorities for 
alleged terrorism and conspiracy to commit murder.

Four Indian nationals have been arrested in 
connection with Nijjar’s murder, which took place 
in the parking lot of a Sikh temple in Vancouver in 
June 2023.

India yesterday called allegations it was 
connected to the killing as “preposterous” and a 
“strategy of smearing India for political gains”.

IMAGES OF LIVING THINGS IN AFGHANISTAN

Taliban vow to enforce media ban
AFP, Kabul

Afghanistan’s Taliban morality 
ministry yesterday pledged to 
implement a law banning news 
media from publishing images of all 
living things, with journalists told 
the rule will be gradually enforced.

It comes after the Taliban 
government recently announced 
legislation formalising their strict 
interpretations of Islamic law that 
have been imposed since they swept 
to power in 2021.

“The law applies to all 

Afghanistan... and it will be 
implemented gradually,” the 
spokesman for the Ministry for 
the Propagation of Virtue and the 
Prevention of Vice (PVPV) Saiful 
Islam Khyber told AFP, adding that 
officials would work to persuade 
people that images of living things 
are against Islamic law.

“Coercion has no place in the 
implementation of the law,” he said. 
“It’s only advice, and convincing 
people these things are really 
contrary to sharia (law) and must be 
avoided.”

The new law detailed several rules 
for news media, including banning 
the publication of images of all 
living things and ordering outlets 
not to mock or humiliate Islam, or 
contradict Islamic law.

Aspects of the new law have not 
yet been strictly enforced. Taliban 
officials continue to regularly post 
photos of people on social media.

“Until now, regarding the articles 
of the law related to media, there are 
ongoing efforts in many provinces to 
implement it but that has not started 
in all provinces,” Khyber said.

People carry their belongings while crossing from Lebanon into Syria on foot at the Masnaa border crossing 
yesterday, after Israeli strikes had closed off the road to vehicles. PHOTO: REUTERS

Israel steps up military 
pressure in north Gaza

10 Palestinians killed, 30 more injured as tank shells hit 
food distribution centre in Jabalia

REUTERS, Cairo

Palestinian medics said yesterday that 
at least 10 people were killed and 30 
injured by Israeli tank shells that hit a 
food distribution centre in northern 
Gaza’s Jabalia, with casualties including 
women and children.

The Israeli military said it was looking 
into the report. Medics said an Israeli 
drone had opened fire where dozens of 
residents had gathered to receive food.

Jabalia has been the focus of an Israeli 
military offensive for around 10 days. The 
military completed the encirclement of 
the historic refugee camp and has sent 
tanks into the nearby Beit Lahiya and 
Beit Hanoun towns, with the declared 
aim of stamping out Hamas fighters who 
are trying to regroup there.

The northern part of Gaza, home to 
well over half the territory’s 2.3 million 
people, was heavily bombed in the first 

phase of Israel’s assault on the territory 
which began a year ago. 

Hundreds of thousands of northern 
Gaza residents quit their homes in the 

early months of the war, driven by Israeli 
evacuation orders and a military ground 
offensive in their areas, while around 
400,000 people remained, according to 
United Nations estimates.

But months after intense ground 
fighting there, Israel sent troops back to 
Jabalia to root out Hamas fighters it said 
were regrouping for more attacks. 

The armed wings of Hamas and the 
Islamic Jihad said their fighters have 
been staging attacks against the Israeli 
forces with anti-tank rockets and mortar 

bombs. 
The health ministry in Gaza said 

yesterday that at least 42,289 people 
have been killed in the Israeli offensive 
that began on October 7, last year. The 
toll includes 62 deaths in the previous 24 
hours.

With the Israeli military calling on 
Palestinians to evacuate south as they 
step up pressure on Hamas - and Hamas 
telling them not to leave because it was 
too risky - the past few days resemble 
earlier phases of the war. 

Hamas staging attacks against 
Israeli forces with anti-tank rockets

Death toll in the enclave rises to 
42,289

US deploying 
anti-missile 
system, troops 
to Israel
AFP, Washington

The Pentagon said Sunday it will deploy 
a high-altitude anti-missile system and 
its US military crew to Israel to help the 
ally protect itself from potential Iranian 
missile attacks.

At the direction of US President Joe 
Biden, Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin 
“authorized the deployment of a Terminal 
High-Altitude Area Defense (THAAD) 
battery and associated crew of US military 
personnel to Israel to help bolster Israel’s air 
defenses following Iran’s unprecedented 
attacks against Israel on April 13 and again 
on October 1,” Pentagon press secretary 
Pat Ryder said in a statement.

The United States has been privately 
urging Israel to calibrate its response 
to avoid triggering a broader war in the 
Middle East, officials say, with Biden 
publicly voicing his opposition to an Israeli 
attack on Iran’s nuclear sites and his 
concerns about a strike on Iran’s energy 
infrastructure.

The Terminal High Altitude Area 
Defense system, or THAAD, is a critical 
part of the US military’s layered air defense 
systems and adds to Israel’s already 
formidable anti-missile defenses.
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