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Struck by train, 
elephant injured 
inside sanctuary
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

A female elephant sustained critical injuries after being 
hit by a Chattogram-bound Cox’s Bazar Special Train on 
the Chattogram-Cox’s Bazar rail track within Chunati 
Wildlife Sanctuary in Lohagara upazila on Sunday night.

The incident occurred around 8:30pm in the Jungalia area. 
The elephant is estimated to be between 8 and 10 years old.

Mahmood Hossen, a ranger at Chunati Wildlife 
Sanctuary, reported that veterinary assistance was 
immediately called from Dulahazara Safari Park in Cox’s 
Bazar to treat the injured elephant. 

“The elephant is under treatment, but its condition is 
critical. Blood was found on its trunk and ears, and one 
of its legs is broken,” said Divisional Forest Officer Rafiqul 
Islam Chowdhury. 

He said they are struggling to treat the animal due 
to difficulty locating blood vessels in its injured leg. 
Investigation into the incident revealed that the elephant 
entered the tracks through an open space in the safety 
wall near the rail line.

“Hearing a loud sound, we reached the spot and saw 
the injured elephant moaning in pain near the rail line,” 
Hossen said. He said the elephant could not have accessed 
the track if the gate had been closed.

The 102-kilometre rail line from Dohazari to Cox’s Bazar 
moves through three sanctuaries that are home to elephants 
in the Chattogram-Cox’s Bazar region, with 27 kilometres 
passing through Chunati Wildlife Sanctuary, Fasiakhali 
Wildlife Sanctuary, and Medhakoccopia National Park. 

According to Bangladesh Railway, 2km of safety walls 
have been constructed to prevent elephants from entering 
the tracks. 

DFO Rafiqul Islam Chowdhury said they have 
repeatedly requested doors be installed on these gates, 
but there has been no response.

 Despite multiple attempts, The Daily Star could not 
reach Md Subkatgin, the director of the Chattogram-
Cox’s Bazar rail track project, for comments.

Ashada Jalal being awarded a gold medal for her philanthropic work at an event titled “DG Call Seminar and 
Gold Medal Award Ceremony 2024” yesterday. Lion District 315-B4, Lions International Bangladesh, organised 
the event at the Engineering Institute of Bangladesh in the port city’s Lalkhan Bazar.

TEACHERS’ REG EXAM

Abu Sayed passes 
written test

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

Abu Sayed stood with his arms stretched open, 
staring at the barrel of the law enforcer’s gun. 
He was shot at close range. He fell on the ground 
within minutes, and died. The image of Abu Sayed, 
standing tall and looking down the barrel of guns 
before being cruelly killed, transformed a student 
protest against the discriminatory quota system 
in government jobs into a mass uprising. By the 
time Sheikh Hasina resigned and fled, Sayed had 
already become a national icon, with his graffiti 
etched on walls in and outside Dhaka.

The youngest of nine siblings, Sayed was a 
student of the English department at Begum 
Rokeya University in Rangpur. Poverty had forced 
his elder brothers and sisters to abandon their 
education, but they all chipped in to ensure Sayed 
could continue his studies. 

They believed in his dreams, and he dreamt of 
joining the civil service, a job he believed would 
change his family’s fate. This aspiration led him to 
participate in the quota reform protest.

Before the protests, Sayed had sat for the 
written portion of the 18th Teacher Registration 
Examination. The results were published by the 
Non-Government Teachers’ Registration and 
Certification Authority yesterday. 

Abu Sayed passed. His exam roll number was 
201256297. He passed the English and Bangla 
subjects as a teacher (general) for the Ebtedaye 
section of madrasa. Anyone who passed the HSC 
can apply for the position and sit for exams. 

Only if he were still alive his parents would 
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Discrimination-free society 
a must to honour martyrs

Speakers tell Ctg event

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A collective effort is needed to 
bridge the economic divide between 
the rich and the underprivileged, 
said speakers at an event yesterday. 

They said creating a 
discrimination-free society is a 
must to honour the martyrs of the 
recent mass surprising. 

The speakers made this call 
during the “DG Call Seminar and 
Gold Medal Award Ceremony 2024,” 
hosted by Lion District 315-B4 of 
Lions International Bangladesh 
at the Engineering Institute 
of Bangladesh in Chattogram 
yesterday night.

The theme of the event was 
“Sharing and Caring”.

Addressing the event as the 
keynote speaker, Dr Rubana 
Huq, vice-chancellor of the Asian 

University for Women (AUW), said, 
“We often say many things but 
fail to practice what we preach. As 
human beings, we tend to be selfish. 
It is only those who are unselfish 

who have driven society forward 
while upholding humanity.”

“Empathy is nearly non-existent 
in our society; we struggle to 
feel and embody it. We must 
consider the future of Bangladesh, 

remembering the sacrifices made 
by our young people. We need to 
reflect on the sacrifices of July 36 
to ensure that our nation does not 
become one marked by selfishness.”

Speaking as the chief guest, 
Mahfuz Anam, editor and publisher 
of The Daily Star, said, “The core 
spirit of the 1971 Liberation War was 
to create a new and independent 

Empathy is nearly non-existent in our society; we 
struggle to feel and embody it. We must consider the 

future of Bangladesh, remembering the sacrifices 
made by our young people. We need to reflect on the 

sacrifices of July 36 to ensure that our nation does 
not become one marked by selfishness.

RUBANA HUQ 

VC of AUW
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