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SpaceX catches first 
ever megarocket 
booster in test flight

REUTERS

SpaceX yesterday launched its fifth Starship 
test flight from Texas and returned the rocket’s 
towering first stage booster back to land for the 
first time, achieving a novel recovery method 
involving large metal arms.

The rocket’s Super Heavy first stage booster 
lifted off at 7:25am CT (1225 GMT) from SpaceX’s 
Boca Chica, Texas launch facilities, sending the 
second stage Starship rocket on a path in space 
bound for the Indian Ocean west of Australia, 
where it will attempt atmospheric reentry 
followed by a water landing.

The Super Heavy booster, after separating from 
the Starship booster some 74km (46 miles) in 
altitude, returned to the same area from which it 
was launched to make its landing attempt, aided 
by two robotic arms attached to the launch tower.

Four-year-old Afia surrounded by her aunt and sister as her mother nebulises her at a DNCC hospital in the 
capital’s Mohakhali yesterday. Afia was admitted to the hospital on the 12th with dengue. Due to the respiratory 
issues that come with the disease, she needs to be nebulised multiple times a day.  PHOTO: ANISUR RAHMAN

MOHAMMADPUR ROBBERY

Sacked members 
of various forces 
were involved
Says Rab; 11 arrested 

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Law enforcement agencies yesterday 
arrested 11 individuals in connection 
with a robbery at a businessman’s 
apartment in Mohammadpur, where a 
gang of robbers, posing as Rab and army 
personnel, made away with Tk 75 lakh 
and 70 bhori of gold ornaments.

Of the arrestees, the Rapid Action 
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UN BASE IN LEBANON

Israeli tanks burst 
through its gates

REUTERS, Jerusalem

The United Nations said yesterday Israeli tanks had burst through the 
gates of a base of its peacekeeping force in southern Lebanon, the 
latest accusation of violations and attacks that have been denounced 
by Israel’s own allies.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu called on the United 
Nations to evacuate the troops of the UNIFIL peacekeeping force 
from combat areas in Lebanon. Hours later, the force reported what 
it described as additional Israeli violations, including tanks forcibly 
entering through the gates of a base.

“The time has come for you to withdraw UNIFIL from Hezbollah 
strongholds and from the combat zones,” Netanyahu said in a 
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Try AL under 
the very laws 
it enacted
Urges Jamaat chief

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Jamaat-e-Islami Ameer 
Shafiqur Rahman 
yesterday called for the trial 
of the Awami League under 
the laws that were enacted 
during the rule of the AL 
regime.

Regarding the trials 
of the killings during the 
uprising, he said, “Justice 
must be established as soon 
as possible to ensure that 
they [Awami League] get 
what they truly deserve.”

He made the remarks 
at the Rukun (member) 
conference of Jamaat, 
Dhaka north, held at 
the Bangladesh-China 
Friendship Conference 
Centre in Sher-e-Bangla 
Nagar.

The party’s Dhaka north 
unit organised the event.

The ameer said, “We 
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City

Australia opener Grace Harris pulls one during her 40-run knock against India in their Group A fixture of the 
Women’s T20 World Cup in Sharjah yesterday. Harris’s effort helped her side to 151 for eight before the defending 
champions restricted India to 142 for nine to effect a nine-run victory.  
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PRICE HIKE OF ESSENTIALS

Govt plans to 
sell vegetables 
through OMS
Will cut import duty on several 

essential commodities

BAHARAM KHAN and ASIFUR RAHMAN

The government plans to sell some vegetables at subsidised prices for 
the low-income groups as part of a pilot project in the capital. 

According to the plan, it will purchase the vegetables, which include 
potatoes, onions and green chilies, directly from farmers and then sell 
those through the open market sales (OMS) at designated spots in 
areas where low-income residents live. 

At least 10 such locations have been fixed so far. If the pilot project 
is successful, the number of selling points would be increased.

The agriculture ministry is currently working to implement the 
plan within the next few 
days.

The decision was made 
at a special meeting 
between Chief Adviser Prof 
Muhammad Yunus and 
several other advisers at 
the chief adviser’s official 
residence yesterday. 

The meeting was held 
amid widespread criticisms 
and concerns over the 
skyrocketing prices of 
essentials.

The prices of eggs and several vegetables have shot up recently. 
Thus, the government has decided to import more eggs and reduce 

tariffs on various essentials.
Recently, the tariff on sugar has been brought down. On October 

9, the National Board of Revenue brought down the duty on sugar 
imports from 30 to 15 percent. The import cost of raw sugar has been 
cut down by Tk 11.18 per kg and the cost of refined sugar by Tk 14.26 
per kg.

The government plans to reduce the tariffs on other products as 
well, but specific details were not yet disclosed.

At yesterday’s meeting, the chief adviser also instructed the task 
force overseeing the market to take action against anyone forming 

The chief adviser 
also instructed the 

task force overseeing 
the market to take 

action against anyone 
forming syndicates 

to artificially inflate 
prices.

SEE PAGE 6 COL 1

‘CRIMES AGAINST HUMANITY’

A list of cops 
being prepared
Says official of ICT’s 
investigation agency

MOHAMMAD JAMIL KHAN

The investigation agency of the 
International Crimes Tribunal (ICT) is 
preparing a list of members of the police 
and other forces who were involved in 
killings, genocide, arrests, torture, and 
crimes against humanity to suppress the 
mass uprising.   

The agency has also started collecting 
names for a list of the Awami League’s 
armed goons involved in the crimes 
against humanity during the July-
August movement led by students.

It has sent multiple letters to different 
forces, seeking details of their members 
who were on duty and had involvement in 
operations during the movement.

Confirming the development, Md 
Mazharul Hoque, the coordinator of 
the agency, told The Daily Star that they 
had sent several letters to the forces, 
including Dhaka Metropolitan Police 
(DMP), asking for their security plans 
during the protests.

Sources said that the agency will 
investigate the role of security personnel 
in suppressing the movement upon 
receiving the details, and then take legal 
action against the officials per the level of 
their crimes.

Some officers believe 
the move will deal 

another blow to the 
force, with its members 

facing hundreds of 
cases, including many 

on murder charges.
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3,195 held 
this month 
for attacks on 
protesters
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A total of 3,195 people 
who have allegedly been 
involved in violence against 
students and people 
during the uprising have 
been arrested over the 
first 13 days of this month, 
according to a press release 
sent by the police.

At least 74 “high-profile” 
people belonging to the 
previous government were 
among them, said the 
release.

The release said the 
arrestees included those 
who had directly attacked 
the protesters, or had given 
the instructions to attack, 
or had incentivised such 
attacks to happen. A total 
of 1,695 cases have been 
filed concerning “those 
involved in these vile and 
despicable acts”, said the 
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