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NCIL start
rescheduled to
October 19

SPORTS REPORTER

The 26th edition of the National
Cricket League 2024-25 has been
deferred by five days to October 19
from October 14.

“The tournament has been
rescheduled due to the current rainy
weather. Now it will get underway on
October 19,” a Bangladesh Cricket
Board official, who is aware of the
development, told The Daily Star

Surprises in
BFF nomination
collection

the Bangladesh Football Federation elections
threw a few surprises, none more so than that of
Tarafder Ruhul Amin collecting paper for senior
vice-president’s post instead of the president’s
post.

The owner of the now-defunct Saif Sporting
Club had announced his intention of running
for presidency, a day after long-serving president
Kazi Salahuddin had said he would not run for
a fifth term. Amin, who had done quite a bit of
footballing investment and promotion prior to the
last election, had quit the race midway through
and had since detached himself from football.

His declaration last month had indicated that
former vice-president Tabith Awal may have a
strong competitor for the top post in the October
26 elections.

A staff of his office, who bought the nomination

India captain Suryakumar Yadav hugs
Sanju Samson after the latter was
dismissed following a 47-ball 111 in the
third T20I against Bangladesh at the
Rajiv Gandhi International Stadium in
Hyderabad yesterday. (Inset) Bangladesh
veteran Mahmudullah Riyad receives

a crest from skipper Najmul Hossain
Shanto prior to his last international
match in this format. PHOTO: AFP/BCB

“The tournament has
been rescheduled due

to the current rainy
weather. Now it will get
underway on October 19.”

A

ANNIHILATION IN HYDERABAD |

yesterday, adding that the matches of
the eight-team first-class tournament
will take place at eight different venues
across the country.
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SAME OLD EXCUSES

after another India drubbing

SPORTS REPORTER

who bought nomination papers for the top post
are AFM Mizanur Rahman, a grassroots coach
from Dinajpur, and Shahadat Hossain Jubayer, a
councillor of Brahmanbaria FC.

Only three nomination papers were sold for
the senior vice-president’s post, with incumbent
VP Imrul Hasan, Tarafder Ruhul Amin and
Mohammad Monir Hossain buying those papers.

Twelve nomination papers were sold against
four vice-presidents posts while 43 papers were
sold against 15 posts for members.

The aspiring candidates will get two days to
submit the nomination papers, on October 14 and
15, before the election commission scrutinises the
nomination papers the next day.

Local retentions
and direct signings
confirmed in BPL

SPORTS REPORTER
The governing council of the
Bangladesh Premier League (BPL)
received the list of retained and
directly signed local players from
all seven participating franchises
yesterday, ahead of the players’ draft
for the 11th edition, which is scheduled
(o take place on Monday at a city hotel.
According to BPL and franchise
officials,  defending  champions
Fortune Barishal retained Tamim Igbal
and Mushfiqur Rahim and roped in

T20 engine which went into overdrive in
the third T20I and steamrolled the Tigers,
crushing them under the humungous
total of 297-6.
Opener Sanju Samson put on an
exhibition, both caressing and hammering
the ball to the boundary in a
scintillating 111 off 47 balls
which featured 11 fours
and eight sixes.
Captain

batting unit. We bowled well for a couple
of overs in some matches but today

[Saturday]| we didn’t bowl well,” he added. The withdrawal of candidature will take
place on October 19 and 20 and the final list of
candidates will be published on October 20.

Shanto put forth the same old worn out
excuses of ‘not executing plans’ and ‘poor
wickets at home’ as reasons for the utter
humiliation at the hands of India

in the final T20I of the three-

match series in Hyderabad
yesterday, which ended
in a crushing 133-run

Shanto, who about a month ago was
beaming after leading Bangladesh to
a historic 2-0 Test series sweep over
Pakistan, is now seeing the other side of
the coin, having lost the two-Test series
against India 2-0 before the 3-0 drubbing
in the T20Is.

Yesterday, Bangladesh did get an early

Towhid Hridoy as their direct signing, defeat. . Suryakumar Yadav  breakthrough after they were sent to bowl
while Chittagong Kings signed Shakib As the margin (75 off 35), Hardik first, with Tanzim Sakib getting opener
Al Hasan and Shoriful Islam. of  the defeat Pandya (47 off Abhishek Sharma out for four in the
Dhaka Capitals have Tanzid Hasan suggests, it was a 18) and Riyan second over.
Tamim and Mustafizur Rahman total  mismatch Parag (34 off 13) But after that, Samson and Suryakumar
on board, while Durbar Rajshahi b.etween the also treated the went after the Bangladesh bowlers.
- another new franchise - named sides at  the thousandsofhome  They took a liking to the aerial route as
Anamul Haque Bijoy and uncapped Rajiv Gandhi fans at the stands they comfortably cleared the ropes on

International
Stadium with India
doubling down on
the dominance they

had shown in the previous

two T20Is with a victory

that showed just how far ahead

the reigning T20 world champions are
compared to the Tigers.

India, who had rested several of their
marquee names in the series, had already
asserted their superiority over Bangladesh
with wins by seven wickets and 86 runs in
the first two T20Is, respectively.

But the hosts were only revving up their

with a plethora of
boundaries while the
Bangladesh  bowlers
looked on helplessly, out
of ideas and devoid of any
inspiration to stop the Indian

barrage.

In reply, Towhid Hridoy remained not
out on 63 off 42 balls and Liton Das made
42 off 25 balls but that did little to hide
Bangladesh’s blushes in the match.

“We didn’t play our best cricket,”
skipper Shanto, looking totally defeated,
said after the match.

“We didn’t execute our plans as a

numerous occasions.

India hit a staggering 22 sixes in the
innings, but when it was Bangladesh’s turn
to dish out some punishment, they could
clear the ropes only four times, three of
which came off the bat of Hridoy.

Alackofskills, poor planning and dearth
of belief have been evident throughout the
series in the Bangladesh camp. Shanto
urged his players to acknowledge the
shortcomings and take responsibility. “We
need to believe in ourselves that we can
compete against any team. We need to
change our home wickets and the players
need to take responsibilities.”

Jishan Alam as direct signings.

In a surprising move, Sylhet Strikers
preferred to retain Zakir Hasan and
Tanzim Hasan Sakib instead of going
for Mashrafe bin Mortaza, intending
to include him from the draft event,
while naming wicketkeeper-batter
Jaker Ali Anik as direct signing.

Elsewhere, Rangpur Riders
retained Nurul Hasan Sohan and
Mahedi Hasan and directly signed
Mohammad Saifuddin. And lastly,
Khulna Tigers retained Afif Hossain
and Nasum Ahmed, and directly
signed Mehedi Hasan Miraz.

Jannik Sinner beat Tomas Machac 6-4, 7-5 to
reach the Shanghai Masters final on Saturday
and ensure he finishes the year as world number
one. The Italian will face Novak Djokovic -- a
four-time Shanghai champion -- in the final on
Sunday. The 23-year-old has been in top spot
since June and after his ruthless semi-final
victory will stay there until at least the end of the
season, the first Italian to do so. PHOTO: AFP

Sri Lanka look to ‘bring
fire to T20s’ too

AFP, Dambulla
After celebrating victories in Test and
ODIs, Sri Lanka hope to extend their
run of success to T20Is, with their
first showdown in a three-match
series against the West Indies set to
begin Sunday in Dambulla.

SriLanka ended a 27-year dry spell
by winning an ODI series against
India, celebrated a Test victory in
England after a decade, and notched
their first series win over New Zealand
since 2009.

The West Indies are third in the
global T20 rankings, while Sri
Lanka languish at a modest eighth.

But a series win could shake
things up.

“We've turned the
tide in Test and ODI
cricket, and now
i's high time y
to bring that J

same fire to T20s,” skipper Charith
Asalanka told reporters.

“If you look at our recent series,
we’'ve been playing below par. We've
tweaked a few strategies and are
rebuilding the squad with an eye on
the next World Cup in two years.”

Sri Lanka confirmed the return
of hard-hitting middle-order batter
Bhanuka Rajapaksa,
marking his comeback

since  January

2022.
They face
a depleted

West Indies, who are missing key
batters like Nicholas Pooran, Shimron
Hetmyer, all-rounder Andre Russell,
and spin ace Akeal Hosein.
West Indies captain Rovman
Powell, however, radiated confidence.
“We're a solid T20 team,” he said.
“We've got two T20 World Cups
under our belt, and we're always
aiming higher,” he added.
“Our strength lies in our power
hitters, and we’re banking on them.”
With Sri Lanka set to co-host
the next T20 World Cup alongside
India, Powell said it was key to
learn the conditions.
“This series is a golden
opportunity to acclimatise.
Sri Lanka is no pushover;
they play fierce cricket.
I1l give us a good gauge
of where we stand
and what to
expect.”

While Germany were boosted by a first-half brace from Deniz Undav in their 2-1 win against Bosnia

and Herzegovina in Zenica on Friday, the Netherlands were pegged back by the sending off of skipper
Virgil van Dijk (L) during their 1-1 draw in the Nations League. Florian Wirtz laid on a backheel for
Undav’s opener in the 30th minute before the Stuttgart forward made it two just six minutes later. The
Netherlands will next go to Germany, who now remain one win away from the Nations League quarters,
without their captain in a game that could see the Dutch rise to the top of the pool, or conversely, be cut
five points adrift with two games to play.
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