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Israeli strikes on Jabalia 
refugee camps kill 19

Say medics as tanks push deeper into the north; Palestinian health  
officials report around 150 killed in Jabalia over past week

REUTERS, Cairo

Israeli military strikes on Gaza overnight killed 
at least 19 Palestinians, medics said yesterday, 
while forces continued to push deeper into 
the Jabalia area, where international relief 
agencies say thousands of people are trapped.

Residents said Israeli forces continued to 
pound Jabalia, which is in the north of the 
enclave and is the largest of the enclave’s 
historic refugee camps, from the air and 
ground.

The Israeli military published new 
evacuation orders yesterday to two 
neighbourhoods on the northern edge of 
Gaza City, which also lies in the north of the 
enclave, saying the area was a “dangerous 
combat zone”.

In a statement, Gaza’s Hamas-run interior 
ministry urged residents not to relocate 
within northern areas of the enclave and also 
to avoid heading south “where the occupation 
is conducting continued bombing and killing 
every day in the areas it claims to be safe”.

There has been no fresh Israeli comment on 
deaths but the military said in past days that 
forces operating in Jabalia and nearby areas 
killed dozens of militants, located weapons 
and dismantled military infrastructure.

The operation in this area began a week 
ago and the military said then it aimed to 
fight against militants waging attacks and to 
prevent Hamas from regrouping.

Palestinian health officials put the number 
of people killed in Jabalia over the past week 
at around 150.

On Friday, Israeli strikes hit four houses 
in Jabalia, killing around 20 people and 
wounding dozens, medics said. The Israeli 
military has sent troops into the nearby 
towns of Beit Hanoun and Beit Lahiya as well 
as Jabalia and ordered residents to evacuate 
their homes and head to safe areas south of 
the enclave.

Palestinian and United Nations officials say 
there are no safe areas in Gaza. They have also 
voiced concerns over severe shortages of food, 
fuel, and medical supplies in northern Gaza, 
and said there is a risk of famine there.

Israeli offensive in Gaza, aimed at 
eliminating Hamas fighters, has killed more 
than 42,000 Palestinians since it began a year 
ago, according to Gaza’s health ministry, and 
has laid waste to the enclave.

11 killed, 8 hurt in 
Pak firing incidents
DAWN ONLINE

At least 11 people were killed and eight were injured 
in shooting incidents in Kunj Alizai area of Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa’s Kurram district, hospital and local 
officials said yesterday.

Kurram Deputy Commissioner (DC) Javidullah 
Mehsud confirmed the death toll to Dawn.com.

“There was shooting in the Kunj Alizai mountains 
near the Pak-Afghan border and on the roads there,” 
DC Mehsud said.

Mir Hassan, medical superintendent of the District 
Headquarters Hospital, told Dawn.com that a total of 
nine injured people were brought to the hospital, out of 
which one succumbed to their injuries while treatment 
of the rest was underway.

He added that the condition of three of the wounded 
was “critical”.

DC Mehsud asserted that steps were being taken to 
make the entry and exit routes to Kurram safe and to 
restore law and order in the region.

Pir Haider Ali Shah, a former MNA and a jirga 
member, said the latest incident of unrest was 
“unfortunate as jirga members were already present 
there for a peace agreement between the tribes”.

Last month, at least 46 people were killed and 91 
were injured in days-long violence that had erupted 
over a land dispute. A previous bout of clashes in July 
had also resulted in 49 deaths.

Former US President and Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump speaks during a campaign rally at 
Gaylord Rockies Resort & Convention Center in Aurora, Colorado, on Friday. PHOTO: AFP

Displaced Palestinians make their way as they flee areas in the northern Gaza Strip, following an Israeli evacuation order in Gaza City 
yesterday. PHOTO: REUTERS

Iran sends 
satellites to 
Russia for 
rocket launch
REUTERS, Dubai

Iran has sent two locally 
made satellites to Russia 
to be put into orbit by a 
Russian space vehicle, 
the semi-official news 
agency Tasnim reported 
yesterday, in the latest 
space cooperation between 
the two U.S.-sanctioned 
countries.

The development of 
Kowsar, a high-resolution 
imaging satellite, 
and Hodhod, a small 
communications satellite, 
is the first substantial effort 
by Iran’s private space 
sector, the report said.

Russia sent Iranian 
satellites into orbit in 
February and in 2022, when 
U.S. officials voiced concern 
over space cooperation 
between Russia and Iran, 
fearing the satellite will not 
only help Russia in Ukraine 
but also help Iran monitor 
potential military targets 
in Israel and the wider 
Middle East.

Kowsar could be used 
in agriculture, natural 
resource management, 
environmental monitoring, 
and disaster management, 
Tasnim said. Hodhod is 
designed for satellite-based 
communications and 
could be used in remote 
areas with little access to 
terrestrial networks.

In September, Iran 
carried out its second 
satellite launch this year 
using a rocket built by its 
Revolutionary Guards. The 
launch came as the United 
States and European 
countries accuse Tehran 
of transferring ballistic 
missiles to Russia that 
could be used in its war 
with Ukraine. Iran has 
denied this.

NEW MEMOIR

Navalny knew 
he would die  
in prison
AFP, New York

Russian dissident Alexei Navalny, who was 
President Vladimir Putin’s top political opponent 
before his death in February, believed he would die 
in prison, according to his posthumous memoir 
which will be released on October 22.

The New Yorker published excerpts from the 
book, featuring writing from Navalny’s prison 
diary and earlier.

“I will spend the rest of my life in prison and die 
here,” he wrote on March 22, 2022.

“There will not be anybody to say goodbye to ... 
All anniversaries will be celebrated without me. I’ll 
never see my grandchildren.”

Navalny had been serving a 19-year prison 
sentence on “extremism” charges in an Arctic 
penal colony.

His death on February 16 at age 47 drew 
widespread condemnation, with many blaming 
Putin.

Navalny was arrested in January 2021 upon 
returning to Russia after suffering a major health 
emergency from being poisoned in 2020.

“The only thing we should fear is that we will 
surrender our homeland to be plundered by a 
gang of liars, thieves, and hypocrites,” he wrote on 
January 17, 2022.

The diary reveals the punishing toll that the 
prison regime and his hunger strike exerted on his 
body, according to further extracts published in 
the London Times.

“Today I feel crushed. We went to the bathhouse. 
I could hardly tolerate standing under the hot 
shower. My legs gave way. It’s evening now and 
I have no strength at all. I just want to lie down, 
and for the first time I’m feeling emotionally and 
morally down,” he wrote in one entry.

DIARY ‘MY MEMORIAL’

The excerpts capture the loneliness of 
imprisonment, but also a touch of humour.

For instance, on July 1, 2022, Navalny outlined 
his typical day: wake up at 6:00 am, breakfast at 
6:20 am and start work at 6:40 am.

“At work, you sit for seven hours at the sewing 
machine on a stool below knee height,” he wrote.

“After work, you continue to sit for a few hours 
on a wooden bench under a portrait of Putin. This 
is called ‘disciplinary activity.’”

The book, entitled “Patriot,” will be released 
by US publisher Knopf, which is also planning a 
Russian version.

“It’s impossible to read Navalny’s prison diary 
without being outraged by the tragedy of his 
suffering, and by his death,” wrote New Yorker 
editor David Remnick.

In the last excerpt published in the magazine, 
dated January 17, 2024, Navalny responds to the 
question asked to him by his fellow inmates and 
prison guards: why did he return to Russia?

“I don’t want to give up my country or betray it. 
If your convictions mean something, you must be 
prepared to stand up for them and make sacrifices 
if necessary,” he said.

Speculating on the fallout of any attempt to 
assassinate him, Navalny said his memoirs “will be 
my memorial.”

“If they whack me, my family will get the 
advance and royalties that, I hope, there will be,” 
he wrote.

“Let’s face it, if a murky assassination attempt 
using a chemical weapon, followed by a tragic 
demise in prison, can’t move a book, it is hard to 
imagine what would,” he joked.

“What more could the marketing department 
ask for?”

City

Trump wants death penalty for 
migrants who kill Americans

REUTERS, Colorado

Donald Trump portrayed 
migrants as dangerous criminals 
during a rally in Aurora, Colorado, 
on Friday, calling for the death 
penalty for migrants who kill US 
citizens as he escalates the anti-
immigration rhetoric that has 
fueled his presidential run.

Flanked by posters of alleged 
members of the Venezuelan gang 
Tren de Aragua, Trump also said 
that if elected he would launch a 
national “Operation Aurora” to 
target the gang members.

Trump, the Republican 
presidential candidate, has 
noticeably hardened his anti-
immigration rhetoric in the 
final weeks of the Nov 5 election 
campaign, where he aims to defeat 
Democratic candidate Kamala 
Harris. Illegal immigration is a top 
voter concern, and Trump is seen 
by most voters as the person best 
able to address it, opinion polls 
show.

“I’m hereby calling for the 

death penalty for any migrant 
that kills an American citizen or 
a law enforcement officer,” Trump 
said to loud cheers from a large 
crowd of supporters.

Trump has already proposed an 
expansion of the death penalty for 
other offenders, including people 
convicted of sex trafficking 
women and children.

Nearly half of U.S. states ban 
the death penalty. While there is 
a federal death penalty, it is rarely 
used, according to the Death 
Penalty Information Center, a 

non-profit group. An expansion 
of eligible crimes would require 
an act of the US Congress.

One of the hallmarks of Trump’s 
third presidential run has been his 
focus on what he calls “migrant 
crime”, even though academic 
studies show immigrants do not 
commit crimes at a higher rate 
than native-born Americans.

The Harris campaign did not 
immediately respond to a request 
for comment related to the death 
penalty proposal.

Vice President Harris 
toughened her stance on border 
security after becoming the 
Democratic nominee in August, 
and faults Trump for helping stifle 
a bipartisan border security bill in 
Congress earlier this year.

SPOTLIGHT ON AURORA

During a Sept. 10 presidential 
debate with Harris, Trump 
claimed that members of Tren 
de Aragua controlled several 
dilapidated Aurora apartment 
complexes - allegations refuted by 
top city officials.

Trump has already 
proposed an 

expansion of the 
death penalty for 

other offenders, 
including people 

convicted of sex 
trafficking women 

and children.


