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400,000 trapped 
in northern Gaza
Warns head of UNRWA as Israel carries out 
new strikes; 60 Palestinians killed in 24 hrs
REUTERS, Cairo

An Israeli military operation in 
northern Gaza is leaving at least 
400,000 Palestinians trapped in the 
area, the head of the UN agency for 
Palestinian refugees (UNRWA) said 
yesterday.

“Recent evacuation orders from the 
Israeli Authorities are forcing people 
to flee again & again, especially from 
Jabalia Camp. Many are refusing 
because they know too well that no 
place anywhere in #Gaza is safe,” 
Philippe Lazzarini, the head of 
UNRWA, posted on X.

Lazzarini said some UNRWA 
shelters and services were being forced 
to shut down for the first time since the 

offensive began and that with almost 
no basic supplies available, hunger was 
spreading again in northern Gaza.

“This recent military operation 
also threatens the implementation 
of the second phase of the #polio 
vaccination campaign for children,” 
he said.

At least 60 people were killed in 
Israeli military strikes in the past 
24 hours, Palestinian medics said 
yesterday, as Israeli forces pressed 
on with a raid on the Jabalia refugee 
camp in the enclave’s north.

The Israeli military says the raid, 
now in its fifth day, is intended to 
stop Hamas fighters staging further 
attacks from Jabalia and to prevent 
them regrouping.

Japan’s new 
PM  dissolves 
House for 
snap polls
AFP, Tokyo

New Japanese Prime 
Minister Shigeru Ishiba 
yesterday dissolved 
parliament ahead of 
October 27 snap polls, 
banking on his honeymoon 
popularity and a 
fragmented opposition to 
lead his scandal-tainted 
party to victory.

Ishiba’s Liberal 
Democratic Party has 
governed Japan almost 
uninterrupted for decades 
and is almost certain to 
be re-elected. “We want 
to face this election fairly 
and sincerely, so as for 
this government to obtain 
(public) trust,” Ishiba said.

Soldier 
killed after 
abduction in 
India’s J&K
AFP, Srinagar

A soldier was abducted 
by suspected militants 
and killed in Indian-
administered Jammu 
and Kashmir (J&K), 
police said yesterday, 
hours after results 
were announced for 
the disputed region’s 
first local elections in a 
decade.

M u s l i m - m a j o r i t y 
Kashmir has been 
divided between rivals 
India and Pakistan since 
their independence 
from British rule in 1947, 
and is home to a long-
running insurgency.

Two soldiers were 
kidnapped on Tuesday 
evening in Anantnag 
district, a police officer 
told AFP.

“One of the soldiers 
managed to escape. He 
has two bullet wounds 
and is undergoing 
treatment,” said the 
officer, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity 
as he was not authorised 
to speak to media.

Turkish nationals wait to register to board Turkish navy ships before leaving Lebanon, amid the ongoing 
hostilities between Hezbollah and Israeli forces, in Beirut yesterday. PHOTO: REUTERS

Harris holds slight 
edge nationally 
over Trump: poll
AFP, Washington

Kamala Harris has taken a slim lead over Donald Trump 
in their bitterly contested US presidential race, according 
to a new poll released Tuesday which shows the Democrat 
gaining support among Republican voters.

With four weeks to go before election day on November 
5, Vice President Harris and former president Trump are 
essentially deadlocked as they scramble to get out the vote 
and reach the sliver of Americans who remain undecided.

The national poll conducted by Siena College and The 
New York Times found Harris ahead by 49 percent to 46 
percent, with registered voters crediting the Democratic 
nominee more than Trump with representing change and 
caring about people like themselves, but giving the edge 
to Trump on who is the stronger leader.

The rivals were tied at 47 percent in a mid-September 
Times/Siena poll shortly after the two clashed in their 
presidential debate.

The overall result is largely in line with an aggregate of 
national polling collated by RealClearPolitics.com, which 
has Harris ahead by two percentage points.

In the seven battleground states seen as likely to 

determine the election outcome, the race is even tighter.
Democrat Harris, the new poll also showed, has begun 

making inroads with the rival party, with nine percent of 
Republicans saying they planned to support her, up from 
five percent last month.

She touched on the issue Tuesday during an appearance 
on popular ABC television show “The View,” where she 
talked about campaigning recently with Republican 
former congresswoman Liz Cheney.

There are more than 200 former officials from past 
Republican presidents George W Bush and George H W 
Bush, as well as officials tied to Republican heavyweights 
John McCain and Mitt Romney, who have endorsed her, 
Harris said.

“We really are building a coalition around some very 
fundamental issues, including that we love our country 
and that we have to put country before party,” she said.

She also accused Trump of “full-time perpetuating 
lies and misinformation,” and said voters have grown 
“exhausted” with the strategy.

Trump has presented an increasingly aggressive 
posture, slamming Harris Tuesday as “completely inept” 
in her previous night’s interview on news program “60 
Minutes.”
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Ukraine could be facing its 
toughest winter since the 
full-scale invasion began. 

Says Nato chief Mark Rutte as Russia 
continues to carry out massive strikes

City

ACC finds Tk 56cr  
shady transactions
FROM PAGE 2

decimals of agricultural 
land in Savar, a 10-katha 
plot in Purbachal, a three-
story building in Dohar, 
and 26 decimals of land in 
Ashulia.

Besides, he amassed 
movable assets worth Tk 
17.03 crore.

The statement added 
that Kamal accumulated 
wealth worth Tk 19.61 crore, 

although his income tax 
return files from fiscal year 
1995-96 to 2023-24 show 
that his total legal income 
was only Tk 6.1 crore.

Filing of the cases by 
the ACC against Kamal 
is the first after the graft 
watchdog launched 
probes against several 
lawmakers following the 
fall of the Awami League 
government.   

Jamaat churns out 
81 reform proposals
FROM PAGE 1

dictatorship, capturing the 
administration, executive 
branch, and judiciary. 
Thousands of cases were 
filed to create a reign of 
oppression.”

He emphasised that a 
shadow cabinet under the 
leader of the opposition 
should be institutionalised.

The Jamaat said that the 
system to register political 
parties, introduced in 
2008, is conflicting with 
the constitution and must 
be repealed to ensure 
participatory elections.

The party also stressed 
the need for the separation 
of the judiciary from the 
executive.

“To ensure justice, the 
judiciary must be reformed,” 
Taher said, adding that civil 
cases should be disposed 
of within five years and 
criminal cases within three 
years.

The Jamaat demanded 
the permanent 
reinstatement of the 
caretaker government 
system for national 
elections, accusing 
the Awami League of 
dismantling the electoral 
process.

“The party destroyed 
the electoral system by 
abolishing the caretaker 
government system,” the 
Jamaat said.

The party called for 
reforms in police laws, 
proposing the creation of an 
independent commission 
for transfers and 
promotions to eliminate 
political interference.

Taher advocated for 
incorporating religious and 
moral lessons into police 
training and reducing the 

use of lethal weapons.
On government 

employment, the Jamaat 
recommended that job 
applications should be free 
of charge. 

It also wants the 
maximum age limit for 
entry into government jobs 
to be raised to 35 years for 
the next two years and then 
set permanently at 33 years, 
with the retirement age at 
62.

The party demanded 
the cancellation of 
appointments obtained 
through leaked 
examination papers or 
corruption.

Another key 
recommendation was 
to strengthen the Anti-
Corruption Commission 
and allow it to operate 
independently.

The Jamaat proposed a 
two-term limit for anyone 
holding the office of the 
prime minister. 

It also wants a balance of 
power between the prime 
minister and the president.

The party suggested 
reforms in the cultural 
and educational sectors, 
recommending the 
inclusion of lessons about 
Prophet Muhammad 
(PBUH) at all levels.

The Jamaat suggested 
the nationalisation of at 
least one Kamil madrasa in 
each district.

It also recommended 
that sculptures must focus 
on nature and the country’s 
heritage rather than on 
animal figures.

The party proposed that 
all controversial books 
must be banned, and their 
publication stopped.


