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PSC and Directorate 
General of Health Services 
have been requested to 
arrange another medical 
examination for those who 
could not attend, reads the 
ministry report.

Amid the situation, 
several successful 
candidates from 43rd 
BCS have expressed their 
growing frustration and 
disappointment.

“After being 
recommended for the 
43rd BCS, I didn’t pursue 
the next BCS exams, 
even though I passed the 
preliminary and written 
tests. But in a cruel twist of 
fate, I am still unemployed 
today,” Khalid Hasan, an 
alumnus of Buet, told The 
Daily Star.

Requesting to be 
unnamed, a former 
student of Sher-e-Bangla 
Agricultural University 
said, “After receiving the 
recommendation, I told my 
mother she wouldn’t have 
to work in the garment 

factory anymore. But 
nine months have passed 
since the final result, 
and that dream remains 
unfulfilled.”

On December 26, 2023, 
the PSC recommended 
the recruitment of 
2,805 candidates from 
the 43rd BCS. Of these, 
2,163 candidates were 
recommended for cadre 
positions, and 642 were 
recommended for non-
cadre positions.

The recruitment 
process for this BCS began 
with the publication of the 
circular on November 30, 
2020.

Among the 2,163 
cadre positions, the 
highest number of 
recommendations were 
made for the education 
cadre, with 803 
candidates.

Contacted, a senior 
official of the public 
administration ministry 
said, “We are working on 
it and expecting to publish 
the gazette by next week.”

Discrimination
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Rasheda also stressed 
the importance of 
distinguishing between 
equality and equity.

“We are now witnessing 
extremism against women. 
This extremism is not just 
religious; it takes various 
forms,” she said, calling on 
the nation to take a stand 
against such extremism.

Speaking as chief guest, 
Fisheries and Livestock 
Adviser Farida Akhter said, 
“Women no longer stay 
silent after enduring abuse. 
They are now seeking justice 
against their perpetrators. If 
justice is not served, then 
the state is responsible for 
this failure. We do not want 
this failure to continue in 
the new Bangladesh.”

Farida also emphasised 
the need for a social 
movement to combat child 
marriage.

She also said there can 
be no discrimination based 
on religion, as the new 
Bangladesh was founded 
through a struggle against 
all forms of discrimination.

Md Saidur Rahman, 
director general of the NGO 
Affairs Bureau, called for 
a united effort to ensure 
the safety of women and to 
end discrimination against 
them.

He also urged people 
from all walks of life to 
come together to address 
the issue of child marriage.

Debra Boyce, 
chargée d’affaires, high 
commissioner of Canada 
to Bangladesh, emphasised 
that there is no path forward 
for the country without 
ending discrimination 
against women.

She reiterated her 

country’s commitment to 
working towards this goal 
in Bangladesh.

Shaheen Anam, 
executive director of 
MJF, reiterated that 
child marriage remains a 
significant problem in the 
country, and there is much 
more work to be done to 
eradicate it.

“We must ensure the 
rights of all women, whether 
they are indigenous, 
rural, or from any other 
community,” she said.

She also addressed 
misconceptions about 
feminism, saying that many 
people mistakenly believe it 
opposes men.

“In reality, feminism 
simply seeks the rights 
and equity that women are 
entitled to. MJF envisions 
a country where men and 
women receive the rights 
guaranteed to them by the 
constitution,” she said.

She added that the 
country has not yet fully 
developed women’s 
leadership and highlighted 
the inadequate funding for 
NGOs working on women’s 
issues.

Yunus seeks
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after sanctions imposed 
on Russia following its 
invasion of Ukraine. At 
least 10 Russian banks were 
barred from using SWIFT, 
a messaging network for 
international payments.

Mantytskiy updated 
the chief adviser on the 
progress of the Rooppur 
plant, which is expected to 
generate power next year. 

They also discussed 
Russia’s state-run company 
Gazprom’s exploration 
activities in Bangladesh, 
exports of wheat and 
fertiliser and repayment of 
the debt of the Rooppur 
plant. 

Prof Yunus told the 
Russian envoy that Dhaka 
welcomes more Russian 
investment in Bangladesh.
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Nurul Islam 
no more
STAR REPORT

Dr Moham-
mad Nurul 
I s l a m , 
director of 
Green Life 
H o s p i t a l 
L i m i t e d 
and Metropolitan Medical 
Centre Limited, passed 
away on Saturday. 

He was 78.
He had long been 

suffering from cardiac 
complications and 
died while undergoing 
treatment in Green Life 
Hospital in Dhaka at 
9:30am on the day. 

Dr Nurul Islam left 
behind his wife, Professor 
Dr Mezbun Ara Begum, 
daughter Dr Sadia Afroz, 
son-in-law Dr Bayezid 
Hosain, a sister and her 
husband, and many 
relatives, acquaintances 
and well wishers to mourn 
his death.

He was buried at Banani 
Graveyard.

Sedition case
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the government and 
conspiring against the 
chief adviser through her 
Facebook posts that were 
tantamount to treason. It 
also damaged the dignity 
of the government leader, 
creating unrest and hatred 
among the public.

The court accepted the 
case and directed the CID 
to investigate the matter 
and submit its report by 
December 15.

Hasina, Shomi 
Kaiser, Tarana 
Halim, Momtaz 
among 13 sued
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Former prime minister 
Sheikh Hasina, actress 
Shomi Kaiser, folk singer and 
former lawmaker Momtaz 
Begum, ex-state minister 
Tarana Halim, and 13 others 
were sued yesterday for 
attempting to kill a BNP 
activist in June 2022.

Syed Hasan Mahmud, 
the BNP activist who was 
the alleged victim, filed 
the case against Hasina 
and others with the court 
of Dhaka Metropolitan 
Magistrate Belal Hossain. 

Upon hearing the case, 
the magistrate recorded 
the statement of the 
complainant and asked the 
CID to submit a report after 
an investigation into the 
matter.

Former law minister 
Anisul Huq, Awami League 
general secretary Obaidul 
Quader, former home 
minister Asaduzzaman 
Khan, former foreign 
minister Hasan Mahmud, 
Jatiya Party leader Moshiur 
Rahman Ranga and former 
DB chief Harun Or Rashid 
are also among the accused 
in the case.

During the Durga Puja festivals, the demand for jaggery increases significantly as they are a core ingredient 
to make the traditional sweets like “naru” and “moa”. Retailers from town and villages purchase these 
jaggery from wholesalers at a price of Tk 105-120 per kg. The photo was taken from the Hatkhola area in 
Barishal city recently. 
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