CITY

INTERNATIONAL

DHAKA TUESDAY OCTOBER 8, 2024
ASHWIN 23, 1431 BS

@he Baily Star

Water cycle
becoming
ever more
unpredictable

Warns UN amid
increasingly floods,
droughts worldwide

AFP, Geneva

Increasingly intense floods
and droughts are a “distress
signal” of what is to come
as climate change makes
the planet’s water cycle
ever more unpredictable,
the United Nations said
yesterday.

Last year the world’s
rivers were their driest
for more than 30 years,
glaciers  suffered their
largest loss of mass in
half a century and there
were also a “significant”
number of floods, the
UN’s World Meteorological
Organization said in a
report.

“Water is the canary in
the coalmine of climate
change,” WMO Secretary-
General  Celeste  Saulo
said in a statement
accompanying the State
of Global Water Resources

Report.

“We receive distress
signals in the form of
increasingly extreme
rainfall, floods and
droughts which
wreak a heavy toll on
lives, ecosystems and

economies,” she said.

Saulo said the heating
up of Earth’s atmosphere
had made the water
cycle “more erratic and
unpredictable, and we are
facing growing problems
of either too much or too

little water”.

Last year was the
hottest on record.
High temperatures and
widespread dry conditions
produced prolonged
droughts.

There were also many
floods around the world.

Palestinian civil defence firefighters extinguish a blaze in a building after an Israeli airstrike in Khan Yunis in the southern Gaza Strip

yesterday.
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‘Year of sullering’

Say Gaza residents, exhausted by displacement, on Oct 7 anniv

my children,” he said, adding he

offensive in Gaza, the Palestinian
territory is unrecognisable and
its residents are exhausted by
displacement and shortages, with
no end in sight.

“It felt like the first day of the
war all over again”, said Khaled
al-Hawajri, 46, as the Israeli
forces bombarded his Gaza
neighbourhood yesterday, even
as Israel marked the anniversary
of Hamas attack.

“Last night we were terrorised
by the bombardments from
quadcopters and tank shells,”
said Hawajri, who has been
displaced 10 times with his family
of seven in the past year.

“We have endured a whole year
in the north under bombardment,
terror, and fear in the hearts of

""" had staying in Gaza’s devastated

north because “there is no safe
place in the entire Strip”.

Yesterday, Gaza City was
barely recognisable, ravaged by
relentless air strikes and fighting.

Residents walked along sand-
covered streets stripped of
pavements, with buildings either
destroyed or left without facades,
while piles of rubble littered the
roads.

With fuel in short supply and
expensive, car traffic was almost
nonexistent. Most people walked,
cycled or used donkey carts.

“There is no electricity or
petroleum  products. Even
firewood is not available. Food
is almost non-existent”, said
64-year-old Hussam Mansour,
speaking from a street in Gaza
City, surrounded by piles of
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rubble and sand.

The United Nations says 92
percent of Gaza’s roads and more
than 84 percent of its health
facilities have been damaged or
destroyed in the war.

Mansour and his sons have all
beendisplaced,and hisapartment
building was destroyed in an air
strike.

“Now when I walk the streets, I

do not recognise them anymore,”
he said.

Like Hawajri and Mansour,
Gaza’s 2.4 million inhabitants
have endured hardship, with no
signs of relief, even after Israel
reassigned divisions to the north
of the country where troops are
fighting Hamas’s Lebanese ally
Hezbollah.

About 90 percent of the
population has been displaced at
least once, the United Nations says.

“Last night was one of the
hardest nights of the war, as if the
war had just begun!” said 46-year
old Muhammad al-Muqayyid,
displaced from the Jabaliya
refugee camp in northern Gaza.
“I never imagined the war would
last this long,” he said.

“Ayear has gone and we have seen
every kind of suffering -- disease,
hunger, danger and loss.”

Yunus among world’s most
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these distinguished figures
within the global Muslim
community of over 2.1
billion.

First launched in 2009,
The Muslim 500 seeks to
identify individuals who have
exerted notable influence
over Muslim communities,
both in their home countries

and on a global scale.
Yunus, a celebrated

Bangladeshi economist,

entrepreneur, and civil

society leader, is widely
known for his pioneering
work in microfinance and
microcredit.

Born on June 28,
1940, Yunus has received
numerous accolades
throughout his career,
including the Nobel Peace
Prize in 2006. The prize was

awarded to him for his role
in founding the Grameen
Bank, an institution that
has empowered millions of
underprivileged people by
providing access to small
loans without collateral.

He is serving as the chief
adviser of Bangladesh’s
interim government,
guiding the nation through
a critical transitional phase.

As the chief adviser,
Yunus’s strategic
leadership is expected to
be pivotal in addressing
Bangladesh’s Socio-
economic and political
issues in the coming years.

His continued influence,
both in and outside
Bangladesh, solidifies his
position as one of the most
respected figures in the
Muslim world.

Saber Hossain Chy
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Haque placed Saber, ex-
environment, forest, and
climate change minister,
and  Dhaka-9  Awami
League lawmaker, on a
five-day remand in a case
filed over the death of
BNP activist Mokbul on
December 7, 2022

On  September 30,
Mahfuzar Rahman, a
BNP activist, filed a case
with Paltan Model Police
Station against 256 people,
including former prime
minister Sheikh Hasina and
Saber, and 700 unnamed
people over the Killing of
Mokbul.

Meanwhile, Nazibur
Rahman, former principal
secretary (o the Prime
Minister’s  Office; and
Aminul Islam Khan, ex-
senior secretary to the
home  ministry;  were
also placed on remand
yesterday.

Nazibur, also former
chairman of the National
Board of Revenue (NBR),
and Aminul were placed on
a three-day remand each
in a case lodged over the
killing of Jubo Dal leader
Shamim Mia in Paltan on
October 28 last year.

During the hearing,
Aminul claimed before the
court that he was abroad
when the incident (killing)
took place.

Abbas Ali, a former
member of Chhatra Dal
central committee, on
September 14 lodged a
case with the same police
station against 704 people,
including most AL top
leaders and several police
officials, and 12,000
unknown people over the
death of Shamim. Nazibur
and Aminul were not
named in the FIR.

Nazibur was arrested at
the capital’s Ramna early
yesterday. On  Sunday,
Saber was held in Gulshan
area and Aminul in Banani
area.

Nobel prize
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previous awards meant
they had been “joined at
the hip for quite a while”.
“That’s been great. He's
a wonderful guy,” Ruvkun
added by phone. Ambros
seconded by saying he was
happy to share the award
with “a great friend”.

Govt cancels LNG terminal deal with Summit
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On March 30 this year,
Petrobangla and Summit

signed a terminal use
agreement and another
agreement for the

implementation  of its
second FSRU.

On the same day, they
also signed a sale and
purchase agreement to
supply 1.5 million tonnes
of liquified natural gas
(LNG) per vyear for a 15-
year period, starting from
October 2026.

Meanwhile, the the firms owned by the is believed to have enjoyed
Bangladesh Financial aforementioned individuals, various benefits and
Intelligence Unit (BFIU) freezing their transactions preferential (reatment

directed banks to freeze the
accounts of Summit Group
Chairman Muhammad
Aziz Khan, his brothers,
and other family members.

The BFIU, in a letter,
instructed banks to block
transactions for one month
under the provisions of
the money laundering
prevention law.

The directive also applies
to the bank accounts of

Relief hard to come by
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community, who fish to
carn their living, have been
sitting idle at home since
Iriday as they cannot go out.

People  from  other
communities are also
suffering from food

shortages as they are yet to
get any relief, said Hamidur.

Jatindra Barman, 50,
a local fisherman, said, “I
could not fish over the last
four days. I have run out

of money and cannot buy

food for my family of six.”
Narayan Barman and

Subodh Barman, two other

fishermen, echoed the
words of Jatindra.
Humayun Kabir,

chairman of the worst-hit
Dakshin Maizpara union
in Dhobaura upazila, said
that about 80 percent of
the low-income people in
his union are suffering the
most due to the flooding,

for the same period.

The anti-money
laundering agency listed
11 individuals, including
Muhammad Faruk Khan,
former commerce minister,
and Faisal Khan, president
of the Bangladesh
Independent Power
Producers Association.

Summit Group, the
largest  private  power
producer in Bangladesh,

with only 80 families
receiving any relief so far.
The district

administration distributed
20 tonnes of rice and Tk
2 lakh among the flood
victims in  Haluaghat
and Dhobaura upazilas
on Sunday, said Azim
Uddin, additional deputy
commissioner (general) of
Mymensingh.

Flood victims in Sherpur
and Netrakona are also

under the patronage of the
previous Awami League
government, which was
ousted in a mass uprising
in early August.

Following the fall of the
Sheikh Hasina government,
Summit and several other
conglomerates have come
under increased scrutiny
from regulatory agencies,
including the National
Board of Revenue (NBR).

facing shortages of food
and drinking water.

Maria Khatun, a resident
of the Balurghat area
in Sherpur’s Nalitabari
upazila, said they received
some dry food from
volunteers over the last two
days, but they did not get
any government support.

[Our  correspondents
from Mymensingh and
Jamalpur contributed to
this report]
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Memo No. 46.02.2900.000.07.001,24.2947

e-Tender Notice No. 20/2024-25 (OTM)

Date: 07-10-2024

e-Tender is invited in the National e-GP System Portal (hitp:/www.eprocure gov.bd) for the procurement of

Bhanga GPS Road from Ch.00-500m. under Bhanga Upazila, District:
Faridpur. (Road ID No: 3291051921) B) Rehabilitation of Moulvidang
GPS-Bramondi GPS Road from Ch,00-937m. under Bhanga Upazila,
Districe: Fandpur, (Road 1D No: 3291040613, C) Rehabilitation of
Kosha Bhanga R&H - Katakhali Khal Road from Ch.00-816m. under
Bhanga Upazila, District: Faridpur. (Road ID No: 329104042). D)
Rehabilitation of Abdullabad Bazar- Boro Palla Road from Ch.00-
1500m, under Bhanga Upazila, District: Fandpur. (Road 1D No:

329104046)

G

Md. Shahiduzzaman Khan
Executive Engmeer
LGED, Faridpur

E-mail: xen fardpurialged gov bd

This is an online tender, where only e-Tender will be accepted in the National e-GP Portal and no offfine/ hard copies will be accepted.

To submit e-Tender, registration in the National e-GP System Portal (http://'www.eprocure.gov.bd) is required. The fees for downloading the
e-Tender documents from the National e-GP System Portal have to be deposited online through any registered banks branches up to 4.00pm
on 29-10-2024, last submission time up 1o 12.00pm on 30-10-2024. Further information and guidelines are available in the National e-GP
System Portal and from e-GP help desk (helpdesk@eprocure gov bd),

GD - 645
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