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SE ASIAN CRIME GANGS

Telegram app hosts 
‘underground 
markets’: UN report
REUTERS, Bangkok

Powerful criminal networks in Southeast Asia 
extensively use the messaging app Telegram 
which has enabled a fundamental change in the 
way organised crime can conduct large-scale 
illicit activity, the United Nations said in a report 
yesterday.

The report represents the latest allegations to be 
levied against the controversial encrypted app since 
France, using a tough new law with no international 
equivalent, charged its boss Pavel Durov for 
allowing criminal activity on the platform.

Hacked data including credit card details, 
passwords and browser history are openly traded 
on a vast scale on the app which has sprawling 
channels with little moderation, the report by 
the United Nations Office for Drugs and Crime 
(UNODC) said.

Tools used for cybercrime, including so-called 
deepfake software designed for fraud, and data-
stealing malware are also widely sold, while 
unlicensed cryptocurrency exchanges offer money 
laundering services, according to the report.

“We move 3 million USDT stolen from overseas 
per day,” the report quoted one ad as saying in 
Chinese. There is “strong evidence of underground 
data markets moving to Telegram and vendors 
actively looking to target transnational organized 
crime groups based in Southeast Asia,” it said.

Southeast Asia has emerged as a major hub for 
a multibillion-dollar industry that targets victims 
across the world with fraudulent schemes. Many 
are Chinese syndicates that operate from fortified 
compounds staffed by trafficked workers. The 
industry generates between $27.4 billion to $36.5 
billion annually, UNODC said.

Russian-born Durov was arrested in Paris 
in August and charged with allowing criminal 
activity on the platform including the spread of 
sexual images of children. 

Kamala Harris 
slams Trump over 
reproductive rights
AFP, Washington

Kamala Harris slammed her White House rival Donald 
Trump’s “lies” over reproductive rights Sunday, as 
both candidates sought an edge in the final month of a 
deadlocked US presidential election.

Polls have the Republican and Democratic candidates 
neck and neck, fuelling a high-cost, high-intensity 
scramble for each and every wavering voter in the seven 
key states that are likely to decide the outcome on 
November 5.

In her bid to reach those voters, the vice president is 
taking to the airwaves in the coming week with a host of 
television, radio and podcast appearances.

She began her media flurry with an appearance Sunday 
on the podcast “Call Her Daddy” -- one of the most popular 
programs on Spotify -- that focuses on advice and issues 
affecting women.

Addressing reproductive issues and abortion -- which 
Democrats view as major vote winners among undecided 
voters -- Harris took particular exception to Trump’s 
repeated insistence that he is a “protector” of women’s 
rights.

“This is the same guy who said that women should be 
punished for having abortions,” she said.

At one point Harris was asked how she felt when she 
heard Trump, in their presidential debate last month, 
say that some Democratic states allow the “execution” 
of babies after birth. In an impassioned reply, Harris 
denounced that as “a bold-faced lie,” something 
“outrageously inaccurate” and “insulting to women.” 
“This guy,” she added, “is full of lies.”
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BILATERAL TALKS IN NEW DELHI

Modi, Muizzu promise to 
strengthen cooperation

India, Maldives ink currency swap agreement
REUTERS, New Delhi

Indian Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and Maldives President 
Mohamed Muizzu held talks 
yesterday, with New Delhi promising 
to strengthen strategic cooperation 
as the island nation recovers from 
an economic crisis.

India approved a $400 million 
and a 30 billion rupee ($357.35 
million) currency swap agreement, 
Modi said, adding that India 
was willing to provide extensive 
help to the Maldives to develop 
infrastructure. 

Concerns have grown in recent 
months that cash-strapped 
Maldives could become the first 

country to default on Islamic 
sovereign debt but sentiment has 
improved since China and India, 
which vie for influence in the 
strategically located archipelago, 
extended fresh support lines.

India extended emergency 
financial support to the Maldives 
last month by subscribing to its $50 
million treasury bill at the request 

of Muizzu’s government, days after 
China agreed to strengthen trade 
and investment in the Indian Ocean 
nation.

India and the Maldives will start 
talks on a free trade agreement, 
Modi and Muizzu said.

“We will work together for 
stability and progress in the Indian 
Ocean region,” Modi said after the 
bilateral talks concluded. Muizzu is 
on a five-day state visit to India. 

Much of the money the Maldives 
owes is to China and India, which 
have extended $1.37 billion and 
$124 million in loans respectively, 
according to World Bank Data. The 
fear of Maldives’ default follows a 

turbulent few years, as Covid-19 
hammered the nation’s mainstay 
tourism industry.

Maldives-India relations were 
hurt after Muizzu won power in 
April and demanded New Delhi 
replace 80 defence personnel it 
had stationed on the Maldives with 
civilians as part of his “India out” 
campaign. But the relationship 
has been on the mend following 
diplomatic talks and meetings 
since.

“India is a key partner in the 
socio-economic and infrastructure 
development of the Maldives and 
has stood by the Maldives during 
our times of need,” Muizzu said.

India and the 
Maldives will start 

talks on a free trade 
agreement, Modi and 

Muizzu said.


