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Hajj pilgrims can 
now travel by sea
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Saudi government has agreed to a proposal 
to allow Bangladeshi Hajj pilgrims to travel by 
sea.

They gave the nod during a bilateral meeting 
between Religious Affairs Adviser KM Khalid 
Hossain and Tawfiq Fawzan Al-Rabiah, the Saudi 
Minister of Hajj and Umrah at Jeddah on Sunday, 
according to a press release from the Ministry of 
Religious Affairs.

During the meeting, Khalid Hossain placed the 
proposal to the Saudi Hajj and Umrah Ministry. 
The Saudi ministry confirmed the approval to the 
Bangladesh proposal.

However, discussions with port authorities are 
necessary, the Saudi officials said, adding that the 
Bangladesh government must also finalise the 
decision by consulting with shipping companies.

The government is considering sending around 
two to three thousand pilgrims via sea as part of a 
pilot project this year, according to the religious 
affairs ministry. 

This year, the Saudi Ministry of Hajj and Umrah 
set a minimum quota of 2,000 pilgrims per agency.

426 killed, 
813 hurt in 
road crashes 
last month
Says Road Safety 
Foundation

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

At least 426 people were 
killed and 813 injured 
in 392 road accidents 
across the country in 
September, according 
to a report by the Road 
Safety Foundation.

The report revealed 
that 179 individuals 
died in 164 motorcycle 
accidents, accounting 
for 42 percent of the 
total fatalities.

Additionally, 97 
pedestrians were killed, 
making up 22.76 
percent of the overall 
deaths.

Need specific plans 
to make city liveable
Says Rizwana
BSS, Dhaka

Environment, Forest and Climate Change Adviser 
Syeda Rizwana Hasan yesterday said specific 
action plans are needed to make Dhaka liveable.

“It is urgent to have a city vision for Dhaka. 
Apart from implementing mega projects, green 
spaces should be increased. There should be open 
space, seating places and sports opportunities for 
the youth,” she said  during a discussion at Rajuk 
Auditorium, on the occasion of World Habitat Day 
2024.

She said Dhaka must be liveable for all, and 
youth involvement is essential in building a 
developed, environment-friendly city. 

2021 CUMILLA COMMUNAL VIOLENCE

No cases have gone 
to trial in three years
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Cumilla

Three years have passed, but the cases filed 
over incidents of placing a Quran at a puja 
mandap in Cumilla’s Nanuar Dighirpar 
and the subsequent vandalism, attacks on 
Hindu temples, and communal violence 
countrywide are yet to go to trial.

According to police records, 12 cases 
were filed with different police stations 
within Cumilla district after the incident 
of October 13, 2021.

The Criminal Investigation Department 
(CID) Cumilla has investigated six of these 
cases.

Charge sheets for two of them were 
submitted under the Digital Security Act 
against 10 individuals, and charge sheets 
for the four other cases were submitted 
against 99 people with allegations of 
vandalism under the Special Powers Act.

Even after charges were framed, the 
legal proceedings for the cases have not 
been initiated, said Mafuzur Rahman, 
assistant superintendent of police at CID 
Cumilla.

Meanwhile, the Police Bureau of 
Investigation has submitted charge sheets 
in three cases, including the Dilip Das 
murder case. 

They have also submitted the final 
report on the case over insulting religious 
sentiment in Debidwar, said Inspector 
Helal Uddin Ahmed of PBI.

Notably, a CID charge sheet accused 
Iqbal Hossain, 30, son of Nur Ahmed Alam 
and Amena Begum of the Laskarpukur 
area, alongside four others, for instigating 
violence by placing the Quran at the puja 
mandap. Other than Iqbal, the rest of the 
accused are out on bail.

The three other cases were filed with the 

Cyber Tribunal, Chattogram, said Mojibur 
Rahman, court inspector at Cumilla 
District Judge Court.

Contacted, officials at the Cyber 
Tribunal, Chattogram could not provide 
any updates on the cases.

Mojibur Rahman also told The Daily 
Star, “Police investigations over the cases 
connected with the puja mandap incident 
have already been completed. Legal 
proceedings and witnesses are needed to 
complete the trial.”

Jahirul Islam Salim, public prosecutor 
of the District Judge Court, said, “The 
cases are still not ready for trial.”

Nirmol Paul, acting president of Puja 
Ujjapon Committee in Cumilla district, 
said, “Only police can comment about 
the condition of the cases filed over those 
incidents.”

According to Puja Ujjapon Committee, 
there will be 777 mandaps in the district 
this year.

Charge sheets for two of 
them were submitted under 

the Digital Security Act 
against 10 individuals, and 
charge sheets for the four 

other cases were submitted 
against 99 people with 

allegations of vandalism 
under the Special Powers 

Act. Even after charges 
were framed, the legal 

proceedings for the cases 
have not been initiated.

Protesting the arrest of a BNP leader, party activists blocked the Zakir Hossain Road in Chattogram from 3:30pm to 4:30pm yesterday, 
leading to massive traffic jam in the area. Commuters and pedestrians alike suffered as a result of the bottleneck. The photo was taken near 
Chattogram Diabetic General Hospital. PHOTO: RAJIB RAIHAN

Protesting environmental pollution and 
encroachment of the Turag river, Uttara 
University students and Bangladesh Garment 
Manufacturers and Exporters Association formed 
a human chain in front of the campus yesterday, 
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CRITICISING GOVT

Asstt commissioner 
suspended over 
Facebook post
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Lalmonirhat assistant commissioner Tapasi 
Tabassum Urmi, who drew attention for her 
Facebook post criticising the interim government 
and the chief adviser, was suspended yesterday.

Mansur Hossain, public relations officer of the 
public administration ministry, confirmed that 
disciplinary proceedings have also been initiated 
against Urmi.

Earlier, she was transferred to the Rangpur 
Divisional Commissioner’s Office and made officer 
on special duty (OSD) due to what officials say are 
her controversial Facebook posts and criticism of 
Chief Adviser Prof Muhammad Yunus.

On October 5, she wrote on Facebook that the 
SEE PAGE 4 COL 2

LOWER COURT

Anisul took bribes 
of Tk 10-20 lakh 
for recruitment
Says ACC, launches probe
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Former Law Minister Anisul Huq allegedly took 
bribes ranging from Tk 10 to 20 lakh per person for 
the recruitment of employees in district magistrate 
courts across the country, the Anti-Corruption 
Commission said yesterday.

Anisul is also accused of abusing his power to 
launder money to Canada and other countries during 
the period when his assistant, advocate Toufika Karim, 
was the chairman of Citizen Bank, said the ACC.

This information was revealed through an 
investigation by the ACC. 

ACC Deputy Director Akhtarul Islam told The 
Daily Star, “Based on the intelligence investigation, 
it has been initially observed that the various 
allegations against Anisul and Toufika are true, and 
the commission has decided to initiate an open 
investigation.” SEE PAGE 4 COL 2

2 more die of 
dengue, 1,218 
hospitalised
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

At least  two more dengue 
patients died in the last 
24 hours till 8:00am 
yesterday, raising the year’s 
death toll to 188.    

At least 1,218 patients 
were hospitalised during 
this time, according to 
the Directorate General of 
Health Services (DGHS).

Among the deaths, one 
died in Dhaka and the 
other in Barishal division 
(out of city corporation).

With the new numbers, 
the total number of cases 
this year rose to 37,808. 
Of them, 21,510 are from 
outside Dhaka.

Currently, 3,379 dengue 
patients are undergoing 
treatment in different 
hospitals across the country. 

A total of 34,241 dengue 
patients have been released 
from the hospitals till 
yesterday.


