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Message

One in five does not complete primary school, and nine out of ten children under the age of 15 education, empowering them with the knowledge and skills necessary to thrive in an

. Children are the heartbeat of Bangladesh. When children thrive, a country
§ prospers.

World Children’s Day this year comes at an extraordinary moment in
Bangladesh history, after thousands of young people across the country
elevated their voices and risked their lives to call for change.

Their initial call sought to bring attention to a system they felt was unjust; a system that
threatened them with joblessness, and a future that offered little hope. As the voices multiplied,
they stood in solidarity in search of a more equitable and fair society for all, a society where
young people have a voice and play an active role in helping shape that future. On this World
Children's Day, we honour their sacrifices, we honour the difference they can make — and we
stand in support of Bangladesh as it gets childhood back on track.

Since ratifying the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the child in 1990, strides have
been made to improve access to and the quality of health, education, and protection services for
Bangladeshi children. The progress, however, has been uneven. Too many children are being left
behind - for too many timely health and nutrition care, a safe and clean environment, protection,
or quality education remain elusive, leaving them with limited opportunities and subdued hopes;
leaving them without the skills needed to face an uncertain future.

And that uncertain future, is already with us — as today’s children already face and suffer more
acutely than adults the impact of the climate crisis, pollution, violence, migration, and inequality.
And they will face a world of work unlike and unimagined by their parents; a world where those
with problem solving skills, creativity, negotiation, digital literacy, and strategic thinking will
thrive, Today, over half of children lack birth registration.

regularly experience physical and psychological violence at home. Year on year, the lives of
millions of children in Bangladesh are ravaged by floods, heatwaves, and cyclones. Each wave of
disaster can be measured not just in the height of the flooding waters — but in the increased
malnutrition levels, the lives lost to diarrheal diseases, the pregnancy complications and
pre-term births, the weeks of education lost, and livelihoods erased.

The devastating floods in the eastern part of the country, the worst in over 34 years, is a
frightening reminder that climate change is not a worry for future generations it is impacting
women and children today, it is robbing them of development opportunities and contributing
to poor cutcomes for future economic growth of countries.

There is much to build on and significant work to be done to secure the rights of every child.
Heading the voice of young people, living up to the promise made to children and adolescents
in the Convention on the Rights of the Child, UNICEF asks the people, the private sector, all
levels of Government and children and adolescents themselves to galvanize their support to
ensure actions are taken today that put childhood back on track.

UNICEF invites debate, encourages inputs and welcomes support to ensure efficiencies are
found, and the best possible interventions and changes are acted upon that ensure a
progressive implementation of children’s rights. UNICEF recognizes that change will take time,
that the Government budget will need to increase over time to deliver on these promises to
children - but that there are steps that can be taken today, that set the foundation for child
development and wellbeing that can be built on over the coming years. These measures include
issues like increasing birth registration rates to make sure no child is invisible in society and
their rights are respected; also investing in children to guarantee every child's right to

ever-changing world; or ending the scourge of child marriage that still affects more than half
of the girls in this country,

Bangladesh sits at a critical juncture, and UNICEF will continue to support the Interim
Government to deliver short as well as long-term change for children, including the half a
million children living in refugee camps. UNICEF will work hand in hand with the Government,
the private sector, long-term development partners, and with children and adolescents so
that every child survives and thrives in an environment where non-violence, prosperity and
opportunity prevail,

We want to reimagine together a Bangladesh where every child develops, free from poverty
and exploitation. On this World Children's Day, let us reiterate our collective commitment to
the children of Bangladesh to bring their childhood back on track, Together, we can create a
future where every child is nurtured, educated, and empowered, paving the way for a
brighter and more presperous nation.

Rana Flowers
UNICEF Representative in Bangladesh
World Children's Day 2024
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