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India’s BJP set 
to lose two state 
elections: exit polls
REUTERS, New Delhi

India’s ruling party is projected to have lost two 
key provincial elections to the main opposition 
Congress party and its allies, exit polls showed, 
suggesting another setback after the party fared 
poorly in national elections.

Local media reported that Congress had a clear 
advantage in exit polls in the northern state of 
Haryana, indicating an end to a decade of rule by 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) in the state. The opposition also held 
an edge in the Himalayan territory of Jammu and 
Kashmir (J&K).

The two elections were held in phases that ended 
on Saturday. Votes will be counted tomorrow and 
results will be announced the same day. The exit 
poll results were released late on Saturday.

Exit polls, conducted by private polling firms 
including TV broadcasters, have a patchy record 
in India, which analysts say poses a particular 
challenge due to its large and diverse voting 
population.

The exit polls had projected Modi’s BJP would 
win a large majority in the general election in June, 
but it fell short and had to depend on regional 
parties to secure a majority and form a coalition 
government. The two Indian territories are the 
first to go to the polls since the national elections. 

India’s industrial hub of Maharashtra and 
the mineral-rich eastern state of Jharkhand, 
next up in provincial elections, are awaiting the 
announcement of polls dates that are expected to 
be in November.

The Jammu and Kashmir election was the first 
in a decade in the Himalayan region, which has 
endured years of militant violence. 

Iran prepares plan 
to respond to any 
Israeli attack
AFP, Tehran

Iran has prepared a plan to respond to a possible Israeli 
attack following the Islamic republic’s retaliatory 
missile strike against it last week, local media reported 
yesterday.

“The plan for the necessary response to a possible 
action by the Zionists (Israel) has been fully prepared,” 
Tasnim news agency said, quoting “an informed 
source” in the armed forces.

Oil Minister Mohsen Paknejad visited a key oil site in 
the Gulf, amid growing concerns over possible Israeli 
strikes.

On Tuesday, the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps 
(IRGC) fired some 200 missiles at Israel in retaliation 
after the leaders of groups allied to Tehran were killed 
in attacks.

“If Israel takes action, there will be no doubt that an 
Iranian counterattack will be carried out,” said Tasnim.

It added that Iran “has a list of many Israeli targets”, 
and said Iran’s attack on Tuesday “showed that we can 
level to the ground any place it desires”.

Tuesday’s missile barrage, Iran’s second-ever direct 
attack on Israel, came after an Israeli air raid killed 
Hezbollah chief Hassan Nasrallah and IRGC top general 
Abbas Nilforoushan in Beirut.

It was also in retaliation for the killing of Palestinian 
group Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh on July 31 in 
Tehran in an attack widely blamed on Israel.

On Saturday, Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi 
warned of a “proportional and similar reaction from 
Iran, and even stronger” if Israel attacks.

US President Joe Biden on Friday advised Israel 
against targeting oil sites in Iran, one of the world’s 10 
largest oil producers.

973 migrants cross 
Channel in record day
Says UK Home office; four people including a 
child die after overloaded boats get into trouble

AFP, London

A record 973 migrants crossed the 
Channel on small boats on the same 
day in which four died while attempting 
the journey from France to England, UK 
Home Office figures showed yesterday.

The figure for Saturday is the highest 
single-day number of migrants making 
the cross-Channel journey this year, 
surpassing the previous high of 882 set 
on June 18.

On the same day, a two-year-old boy 
and three adults died after overloaded 
boats got into trouble during the 
dangerous crossing attempted by 
several thousand every year.

The tragedies bring the number of 
migrants killed attempting Channel 
crossings this year to 51, according to 
Jacques Billant, France’s prefect for the 

Pas-de-Calais region.
Over 26,600 migrants have crossed 

the Channel on small boats in 2024 
according to UK Home Office figures.

The deaths on Saturday were likely 
caused due to the victims being crushed 
in overloaded dinghies, according to 
authorities and prosecutors.

UK Home Secretary Yvette Cooper 
said on Saturday that it was “appalling 
that more lives have been lost in the 
Channel”.

“Criminal smuggler gangs continue 
to organise these dangerous boat 
crossings,” she wrote on X. “The gangs 
do not care if people live or die -- this is 
a terrible trade in lives.”

Keir Starmer’s new Labour 
government has been at pains to reduce 
cross-Channel arrivals in boats, a key 
issue in this year’s election in July.

India villagers 
kill last wolf 
from man-
eating pack
AFP, Lucknow

Villagers in India have 
beaten to death a wolf 
believed to be the last of a 
six-member pack that killed 
nine people, eight of them 
children, wildlife officials 
said yesterday.

The grey wolves sparked 
hysteria among residents 
in Bahraich district of Uttar 
Pradesh, where the animals 
were said to have attacked 
more than 40 people.

More than 150 armed 
personnel and dozens 
of forestry officials were 
deployed to capture the 
wolves last month.  Five of 
the animals were trapped, 
with drones and surveillance 
cameras suggesting only 
one remained free.

Displaced Palestinians make their way as they flee areas in the northern Gaza Strip following an Israeli 
evacuation order in Jabalia yesterday. Israel’s relentless offensive on Gaza has so far killed at least 41,870 
people, according to the health ministry in the Hamas-run Palestinian territory. PHOTO: REUTERS

A drone view shows the aftermath of floods and landslides in the village of Donja Jablanica, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina yesterday. PHOTO: REUTERS

A YEAR OF ISRAELI OFFENSIVE IN GAZA

Palestinians wonder how to 

deal with tonnes of rubble
REUTERS, Khan Younis

In the ruins of his two-storey home, 
11-year-old Mohammed gathers 
chunks of the fallen roof into a 
broken pail and pounds them into 
gravel which his father will use to 
make gravestones for victims of the 
Gaza offensive.

“We get the rubble not to build 
houses, no, but for tombstones and 
graves - from one misery to another,” 
his father, former construction 
worker Jihad Shamali, 42, says as he 
cuts through metal salvaged from 
their home in the southern city of 
Khan Younis, damaged during an 
Israeli raid in April.

The work is hard, and at times 
grim. In March, the family built 
a tomb for one of Shamali’s sons, 
Ismail, killed while running 
household errands.

But it is also a tiny part of the 

efforts starting to take shape to 
deal with the rubble left by Israel’s 
military campaign to eliminate 
Palestinian group Hamas.

The United Nations estimates 
there is over 42 million tonnes of 
debris, including both shattered 
edifices that are still standing and 
flattened buildings.

That is 14 times the amount of 
rubble accumulated in Gaza between 
2008 and the offensive’s start a year 
ago, and over five times the amount 
left by the 2016-17 Battle of Mosul in 
Iraq, the UN said.

Piled up, it would fill the Great 
Pyramid of Giza - Egypt’s largest - 11 

times. And it is growing daily.
The UN is trying to help as Gaza 

authorities consider how to deal 
with the rubble, three UN officials 
said. 

A UN-led Debris Management 
Working Group plans a pilot project 
with Palestinian authorities in Khan 
Younis and the central Gazan city 
of Deir El-Balah to start clearing 
roadside debris this month.

“The challenges are huge,” 
said Alessandro Mrakic, the Gaza 
Office head for the United Nations’ 
Development Programme (UNDP) 
which is co-chairing the working 
group. “It’s going to be a massive 
operation, but at the same time, it’s 
important that we start now.”

Israel’s military has said Hamas 
fighters hide among civilians and 
that it will strike them wherever they 
emerge, while also trying to avoid 
harming civilians.

UN estimate shows 
debris clearance might 

cost $1.2 billion


