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297 killed by 
lightning in 
eight months
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

At least 297 people have been killed and 
73 injured in incidents of lightning strikes 
across the country between February and 
September this year, according to Save 
the Society and Thunderstorm Awareness 
Forum (SSTAF).

In the eight months, lightning strikes 
killed 152 people while they were doing 
agricultural works, SSTAF said in a 
media release yesterday.

Of the total deceased, highest 96 
people died in May followed by 77 people 
in June and 47 in September, it said.

District-wise, the highest casualties 
were recorded in Brahmanbaria, 
Joypurhat, and Habiganj (13 people 
each), followed by 12 in Feni and 10 in 
Cox’s Bazar and Gaibandha.

SSTAF called for the inclusion of 
a chapter on lightning strike-related 
awareness in textbooks.

SOURCE: ISLAMIC FOUNDATION
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DEFAMATION CASE

Journalist 
Golam Sarwar 
demands its 
withdrawal
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, 

Ctg

Standing in a human 
chain with his wife and 
two children, along with 
a host of well wishers, 
journalist Golam Sarwar 
was describing his ordeals 
over the past four years 
following a defamation 
case filed against him by 
an influential family of the 
port city. 

“The case was filed by a 
brother of the then Minister 
for Land Saifuzzaman 
Chowdhury over publishing 
a report,” he said. 

The programme was held 
in front of Chattogram Press 
Club yesterday morning.

“I have been suffering 
physically, financially and 
mentally while dealing 
with the case for the last 
four years,” he said.

“I had to leave my rented 
house in the port city and 
send my family to the village 
home due to financial and 
security problems,” he said. 
“My only fault was I have 
written a report about their 
misdeed.”

SEE PAGE 4 COL 7

Barishal drowns 
after downpour

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Barishal

Almost all areas across Barishal city 
experienced severe waterlogging 
yesterday after heavy downpour since 
Friday.

It rained at least 153mm between 
9:00pm on Friday and 9:00am 
yesterday, according to Bangladesh 
Meteorological Department in Barishal.

The inclement weather and 
waterlogging affected the lives and 
livelihoods of residents, especially the 
daily wage earners. Many labourers were 
seen waiting for long hours looking to 
be hired for work, in vain.

Visiting different areas of the city, 
this correspondent found most of the 
important thoroughfares, including 
Battala Road, Amanatganj Road, 
College Road, College Avenue, and 
Baptist Mission Road, among others, 
submerged under ankle to knee deep 
water, making movement of pedestrians 
and vehicles difficult.

Sparse presence of vehicles was 
seen on the roads. Water entered many 
roadside shops and ground floors of 
numerous houses, especially those 
located in the low-lying areas. 

City dwellers alleged that crores of 
taka have been spent for excavation 
of seven canals and renovation of 
the city’s drainage network, but the 
projects hardly brought any benefit as 
waterlogging still remains a menace.

“The city corporation does not clean 
the drains regularly, leaving those 
clogged with debris inside, which 
further exacerbated the situation,” said 
Enayet Hossain Chowdhury, a resident 
of the city.

Water Development Board sources 
said they could not excavate the canals 
as planned due to numerous reasons. 
As such, around half of the allocated for 
the project has been returned.

Contacted, Khalid bin Walid, BWDB 
executive engineer in Barishal, said 
numerous structures, including multi-
storied buildings, have been constructed 
encroaching upon the canals.

“To excavate the canals properly, 
these illegal structures need to be 
evicted first. Also, many structures 
have been constructed by filling up 
reservoirs in low-lying areas, due to 
which rainwater cannot be drained 
away properly, leading to waterlogging,” 
he added.
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Reduce number 
of banks to 30

Says economist Moinul Islam 
as part of reforms

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

The number of banks in 
Bangladesh should be reduced 
from 61 to 30 as part of reforms in 
the sector, said Prof Moinul Islam 
yesterday.

He termed Rooppur Power Plant 
as Awami League’s “white elephant” 
and criticised the involvement 
of Adani Group in energy sector, 
citing these projects as examples of 
large-scale corruption.

Moinul made these remarks 
at the “Dialogue for Democratic 
Reconstruction”, organised by the 
Centre for Governance Studies 
(CGS) at a hotel in the port city. 

He said Sheikh Hasina’s relatives 

and supporters had engaged in 
massive looting, particularly in 
the banking sector. He questioned 
why controversial figures, such 
as those associated with S Alam 
Group, had been allowed to 
control multiple banks.

“We don’t need so many banks 
in the country. The number must 
be reduced to 30,” he said, adding 
that corruption in Bangladesh 
has been a long-standing issue, 
not limited to the AL regime, with 
similar problems during the BNP’s 
2001-2006 tenure.

Nizam Uddin Ahmed, a former 
public administration professor 
at Chittagong University, stressed 
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Workers tend to plants, including flowers, fruits, and medicinal herbs, at a nursery in Pirojpur. For their daily 
efforts, each labourer earns Tk 500. The photo was taken at Alongkarkathi village in Nesarabad upazila yesterday. 

PHOTO: TITU DAS

2nd Edition


