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Prof Muhammad said 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman’s 
encouragement for 
indigenous people to 
identify as Bangalees led to 
further problems.

“Military rule has resulted 
in continuous violence, 
including the 1992 Logang 
massacre. Even after the 
1997 Peace Accord, critical 
issues like land rights and 
constitutional recognition 
for indigenous peoples 
remain unresolved,” he said.

He also highlighted 
the lack of transparency 
in the CHT’s economic 
activities, referencing the 
secretive occupation of 
hills by military and civilian 
individuals, including 
retired officials and political 
figures. He urged the interim 
government to investigate 
and publish a list of illegal 
land occupiers and issue 
a “white paper” detailing 
economic projects and their 

expenditures in the CHT.
He called for 

constitutional recognition 
for indigenous people and 
urged the Constitutional 
Reform Commission to 
prioritise this issue. He also 
advocated for the formation 
of a People’s Inquiry 
Commission to investigate 
recent killings in Rangamati 
and Khagrachhari, and the 
broader history of genocide 
in the CHT.

Physician Harunur 
Rashid, Barrister Jyotirmoy 
Barua and  general 
secretary of  Biplobi 
Workers Party Saiful Haque 
also spoke at the event.

The event was moderated 
by UPDF organiser Mikel 
Changma, where a seven-
point demand, including 
the immediate withdrawal 
of military rule and 
the establishment of a 
democratic environment in 
the CHT, was presented.

JU teacher shown
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statement, Farid was 
allegedly involved in inciting 
law enforcers and Chhatra 
League members to attack 
protesting students on JU 
campus on July 17.

Abu Bakar, a JnU 
student, said, “We 
identified him [Farid 
Ahmad] on our university 
campus on Thursday as 
the teacher incited the 

police for shooting at my 
brothers [students]. Out of 
respect for his position as 
a teacher, we immediately 
informed the officer-in-
charge of Kotwali Police 
Station. Subsequently, a 
police team took him into 
custody.”

Earlier on August 18, 
JU students declared Farid 
“persona non grata” on the 
campus.

Form rights
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While the constitution 
grants women equal rights 
in public life, family and 
property rights remain 
governed by religious laws, 
said the speakers.

They also criticised 
the current legal system, 
which they described as 
patriarchal, making it 
difficult for victims of rape 
and sexual violence to seek 
justice.

Speakers called for an 
end to victim-blaming in 
cases of sexual violence 
and demanded the full 

implementation of the 
High Court’s guidelines 
and the establishment of 
anti-harassment cells.

The rally demanded that 
one-third of the 300 seats in 
the national parliament be 
reserved for women and that 
the reserved seats be filled 
through direct elections.

DU professor Moshaheda 
Sultana, activist Dilshana 
Parul, anthropologist 
and researcher Rehnuma 
Ahmed, along with several 
academicians and activists, 
expressed solidarity with 
the rally.

Situation may worsen
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in Cox’s Bazar, Chattogram, 
Barishal, Pirojpur, Khulna, 
Narshingdi, Chandpur, and 
Mymensingh districts.

He called for increased 
research on the effects of 
climate and weather on 
mosquito behaviour, as 
well as on the evolution of 
viruses in Bangladesh. 

He also highlighted the 
country’s high dengue 
death rate, urging the 
government to support 
research to identify the 
causes behind this.

Prof Bashar 
recommended hotspot 
management, where 
Aedes mosquitoes should 
be eliminated by fogging 
within a 200-metre radius 
of homes with dengue 
patients. 

He also stressed the 
importance of breeding 
source management, calling 
for the disposal of containers 
that collect rainwater and 
serve as mosquito breeding 
grounds.

Entomologist GM Saifur 
Rahman echoed these 
concerns, stating that the 
current pattern of rainfall 
is highly conducive to 
mosquito breeding and will 
not wash away Aedes larvae 
or eggs. Without immediate 
intervention, he predicted 
the dengue situation may 
worsen in October.

The government formed 
10 teams on September 23 
to coordinate mosquito 
eradication efforts across 

the country. Four teams are 
dedicated to Dhaka South 
City Corporation, while 
three are focusing on Dhaka 
North City Corporation. 

Additional teams 
have been deployed in 
Narayanganj, Gazipur, 
Chattogram, and other 
major cities.

Moreover, two six-
member expert committees 
have been formed to control 
the outbreak, with the 
administrators of Dhaka’s 
two city corporations 
appointed as convenors.

AF Hasan Arif, adviser 
to the local government 
ministry, emphasised the 
need for both short- and 
long-term strategies to 
address the dengue crisis, 
stressing the importance of 
expert involvement.

Concerns rise over
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been felled. 
Environmentalist Prof 
Tuhin Wadud of Begum 
Rokeya University, Rangpur 
warned that such large-
scale tree felling could have 
disastrous effects on the 
region’s environment if not 
stopped immediately.

Atiqur Rahman, 
executive engineer of 
BWDB’s Nilphamari 
division, said tree felling has 
been halted temporarily, 
and reforestation efforts are 
planned. “We are concerned 

about protecting the 
environment and will plant 
new trees to replace the 
felled ones,” he stated.

Molla Md Mizanur 
Rahman, divisional forest 
officer in Rangpur, refuted 
allegations that 4 lakh trees 
had been cut.

He said the official target 
was 1.04 lakh trees, of 
which 80 percent had been 
felled. He also highlighted 
that 1.5 lakh trees are being 
planted within the project 
area, with 71 percent of 
them already planted.

Vaccine trial stalls
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DEN-2 DOMINATES

In recent years, the DEN-
2 serotype has been 
predominant across 
Bangladesh. 

From July to September 
2024, approximately 69 
percent of dengue cases 
were attributed to DEN-2, 
according to IEDCR. 

While the dominance 
of this strain reduces the 
likelihood of widespread 
reinfection among 
previously affected 
populations, it still poses a 
threat, particularly outside 
Dhaka where many have 
yet to develop immunity.

Virologist Dr Abdullah 
Omar Nasif from IEDCR 
explained that dengue 
serotypes typically dominate 
for three to four years. DEN-
2, prevalent in 2023 and 
2024, had also been the 
primary strain before 2019, 
when DEN-3 took over.

“The danger remains for 
those yet to be exposed to 
DEN-2, especially outside 
the capital,” he said.

Hospital Treatment and 
Patient Trends

The DNCC Dedicated 
Covid-19 Hospital, now 
converted into a dengue 
treatment centre, is 
currently managing a 
steady influx of patients. 

As of September 28, 692 
patients were admitted 
compared to 2,482 in the 
same month last year.

“We’re seeing fewer 
patients and fatalities 
this year, but we must 
remain vigilant,” said AKM 
Johirul Hossain Khan, the 
hospital’s acting director. 

Most patients exhibit 
common dengue 
symptoms, such as low 
platelet counts, bleeding, 
and weakness, but those 
without complications are 
recovering well, he said.
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MA Rashid’s 
death anniv
STAR REPORT

The 36th 
d e a t h 
anniversary 
of MA 
Rashid will 
be observed 
today, said a 
press release.

On the occasion, a 
milad and doa mahfil will 
be held after the Maghrib 
prayers at Unity Club, 
United House.  

All of his relatives, 
friends, and well-wishers 
are requested to join the 
programmes to offer prayer 
for the salvation of his 
departed soul.
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The president said Malaysia 
is the second largest 
destination for Bangladesh’s 
manpower exports, and 
Bangladesh’s manpower is 
playing an important role in 
the economic development 
of both countries.

He said cooperation 
between Bangladesh 
and Malaysia in various 
sectors, including trade, 
investment, agriculture, 
human resources, 
communication, culture, 
tourism, and education, 
has been increasing for the 
last 53 years.

Relaxing on the weekend, children jump from a small boat into the cool waters of a 
canal at Brahmankathi village in Banaripara upazila of Barishal yesterday.
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