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WHO launches
plan to rein

in ‘alarming’
dengue spread

AFP, Geneva

The World Health Organization yesterday
announced a global plan to battle dengue
and other diseases carried by mosquitos
as they spread faster and further amid
climate change.

“The rapid spread of dengue and
other arboviral diseases in recent years
is an alarming trend that demands a
coordinated response across —sectors
and across borders,” WHO chief Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus said in a statement.

The UNhealth agency said the number of
reported dengue cases has approximately
doubled each year since 2021, with over
12.3 million cases, including more than
7,900 deaths, reported in just the first
cight months of 2024.

WHO’s plan is aimed at
fostering a coordinated
global response,
including through
development of
effective vaccines.

That is already almost double the 6.5
million cases reported throughout the
whole of 2023.

WHO’s plan is aimed at fostering a
coordinated global response, including
through disease surveillance, laboratory
activities, vector control and research and
development of improved treatments and
effective vaccines.

The agency said it would require $55
million in funding to implement the plan
over the next year.

“From maintaining clean environments
to supporting vector control and seeking
and providing timely medical care,
everyone has a role to play in the fight
against dengue,” Tedros said.

“This plan is a roadmap to turn the
tide against this disease and other
Aedes-borne arboviral diseases, protect
vulnerable populations and pave the way
for a healthier future.”

Dengue can cause high fever and body
aches, but most people have no symptoms.

Emergency personnel are seen in front of an apartment building hit by a Russian missile strike in Kharkiv, Ukraine yesterday.
Russia’s army has taken full control of the strategic hilltop town of Vuhledar in eastern Ukraine, its defence ministry said

yesterday.

PHOTO: REUTERS

Bhutan inks huge renewable
energy deal with Indian firm

AFP, Thimphu

Bhutan has signed a deal with India’s
Reliance Group to build 1,270 megawatts’
worth of renewable electricity projects
in the Himalayan nation as it seeks
to become an  energy-exporting
powerhouse.

Tiny and landlocked, with a
population of less than 800,000,
Bhutan is wedged between China and
India and is known for its policy of
prioritising “Gross National Happiness”
over growth.

That policy, however, has not helped
the government deal with widespread
unemployment, which has spurred

thousands of young people to leave the
country.

The power project is part of broader
efforts (o reverse that trend by soliciting
foreign investment to drive economic
growth, including through a much-
hyped special economic zone known as
the “Gelephu Mindfulness City”.

“Bhutan is rich in energy resources,
and India’s demand makes this
partnership even more crucial,”
Ujjwal Deep Dahal, chief executive of
Bhutan’s state-owned Druk Holding and
Investments (DHI), said in a press release
late Wednesday.

The project commits Reliance Group,
helmed by Indian billionaire Anil

Ambani, to build in conjunction with DHI
770 megawatts of hydropower and 500
megawatts of solar projects in Bhutan.

If realised, the projects would be equal
to just over half of Bhutan’s current
installed capacity of 2,444 megawatts,
more than 99 percent of which is
hydropower.

The agreement did not specify the
cost of the investment or when the hydro
project, known as Chamkharchhu-1,
would be completed. It aims to have the
solar plant up and running in the next
(WO years.

Part of the combined power output will
be exported to India, Bhutan’s main dip-
lomatic and trade partner.

Trump ‘resorted to
crimes’ (0 overturn
2020 polls

Says special counsel in a
court filing

AFP, Washington

Donald Trump launched a “private criminal
effort” to subvert the 2020 US election and should
not be shielded by presidential immunity, Special
Counsel Jack Smith said in a court filing unsealed
on Wednesday.

Smith, in a 165-page motion arguing for the
historic case against Trump to move forward, also
provided new evidence of the former president’s
efforts to overturn the results of the election won
by Democrat Joe Biden.

Trump, 78, the Republican candidate in
November’s White House election, had been
scheduled to go on trial in March but the case
was frozen while his lawyers argued that a former
president should be immune from criminal
prosecution.

The Supreme Court ruled in July that an ex-
president has broad immunity from prosecution
for official acts conducted while in office, but can
be pursued for unofficial acts. Smith, in the filing
unsealed by District Court Judge Tanya Chutkan,
who is hearing the case, said Trump should not
escape prosecution because “at its core, the
defendant’s scheme was a private criminal effort.”

India’s SC pulls up
authorities over
air quality

REUTERS, New Delhi

India’s Supreme Court yesterday asked authorities
to report back within a week on what they were
doing to stop farmers from burning crop residue
as smog began to pollute the air in the capital Delhi
and surrounding regions, local media reported.

Farmers in the northern states of Punjab,
Haryana and Uttar Pradesh burn crop stubble
after rice is harvested around October to clear the
fields before planting wheat crops.

The smoke contributes to a toxic smog that
engulfs Delhi, frequently making it the world’s
most polluted capital ahead of winter as calm
winds and lower temperatures trap pollutants
in the air.
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