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VP rivals defend 
Trump, Harris 

in polite debate
AFP, New York

US vice presidential contenders J D Vance 
and Tim Walz faced off in a surprisingly 
civil debate on Tuesday evening, despite 
tense moments on the hot topics of 
migration, abortion and the threat of war 
in the Middle East.

Republican Vance and Democrat 
Walz dug into policy and avoided the 
bitter personal attacks that presidential 
candidates Donald Trump and Kamala 
Harris exchanged during an often heated 
clash in September.

But the shadow of their bosses hung 
over the CBS debate, with Walz attacking 
Trump as a threat to democracy and unfit 
to lead America on the world stage, and 
Vance slamming Harris’s record on the 
economy and illegal migration as part of 
President Joe Biden’s administration.

A key moment came near the end, when 
Vance refused to say whether he backed 
Trump’s false claims to have won the 2020 
election against Biden. Walz accused him 
of a “damning non-answer” and blasted 
Trump over the January 6, 2021 attacks on 
the US Capitol by pro-Trump supporters.

Iranian strike 
shows capability 
for greater scale
REUTERS

The Iranian ballistic missile attack against 
Israel on Tuesday was larger, more complex 
and involved more advanced weapons than 
the strikes in April, experts say, putting 
greater stress on missile defences and 
allowing more warheads to get through.

Although debris from the more than 
180 missiles is still being collected and 
analysed, experts say the latest attacks 
appear to have used Iran’s Fattah-1 and 
Kheybarshekan missiles, both of which have 
a reported range of about 1,400 kilometres.

Iran has said both missiles have 
manoeuvring warheads, which can make 
defence more difficult, and use solid fuel, 
meaning they can be launched with little 
warning.

“Shorter launch prep means those 
missiles arrive all at once to further stress 
the defence,” said Jeffrey Lewis, director of 

East Asia Nonproliferation Program at the 
James Martin Center for Nonproliferation 
Studies at the Middlebury Institute of 
International Studies in California.

“The (warheads) can manoeuvre a bit 
to complicate interceptor allocation, and 
manoeuvring means they can strike with 
better accuracy to actually hit targets after 
they are through.”

Some Fattah-1 missiles were used in April 
strike, which was largely defeated by US 
and Israeli defences. But most were liquid-
fuelled Emad ballistic missiles, which had 
a reported failure rate of 50 percent, Lewis 
said, and only enough accuracy to hit target 
more than 1 km in diameter.

By contrast, Iran has said its more 
advanced ballistic missiles have a “circular 
error probable” of about 20 metres, 
meaning half of all the missiles fired at 
a target will land within 20 metres of it. 
They are “Iran’s most advanced ballistic 
missiles capable of reaching Israel”, said 
Fabian Hinz, research associate for defence 
and military affairs at the International 
Institute for Strategic Studies (IISS).

India does not 
share vision for 
‘Asian Nato’
Says FM Jaishankar

REUTERS, Washington

India does not share the vision for an “Asian Nato” 
called for by Japan’s new Prime Minister Shigeru 
Ishiba, Indian Foreign Minister Subrahmanyam 
Jaishankar said on Tuesday.

Jaishakar told an event at Washington’s 
Carnegie Endowment for International Peace that 
unlike Japan, India had never been a treaty ally of 
another country. 

“We don’t have that kind of strategic 
architecture in mind,” he said when asked about 
Ishiba’s call. India and Japan, along with the 
United States and Australia, are part of the so-
called Quad grouping of countries established as 
a counterbalance to China.

“We have ... a different history and different way 
of approaching...,” said Jaishankar, who spoke at 
the UN General Assembly in New York last week 
and will meet US Secretary of State Antony Blinken 
and Deputy Secretary of State Kurt Campbell.

Ishiba on Tuesday said he would seek deeper 
ties with friendly nations to counter the gravest 
security threats his country has faced since World 
War Two. 

He also called for the creation of an Asian Nato.

MYANMAR CRISIS

Junta takes 
census amid 
boycott calls
AFP, Yangon

Census takers guarded 
by police and soldiers 
took to the streets of 
Myanmar yesterday for 
a national survey that 
anti-junta groups have 
urged people to boycott.

The ruling junta is 
pressing ahead with the 
census even though it 
has lost control of large 
areas to armed groups 
opposed to its rule.

Conflict rages across 
much of Myanmar, but 
junta says the survey is 
needed to update voter 
lists ahead of promised 
elections in 2025.

Palestinian Civil Defence rescuers extract the body of a victim from a hole underneath the rubble of a collapsed building 
destroyed in Israeli airstrikes in Khan Yunis in the southern Gaza Strip yesterday. PHOTO: AFP

H5N1 BIRD FLU VIRUS

47 tigers dead in 
Vietnam zoos
AFP, Hanoi

Forty-seven tigers, three lions and a panther have 
died in zoos in south Vietnam due to the H5N1 bird 

flu virus, state media said yesterday.
The deaths occurred in 

August and September at 
the private My Quynh 

safari park in Long An 
province and the Vuon 
Xoai zoo in Dong Nai, 
near Ho Chi Minh City, 
the official Vietnam News 

Agency (VNA) reported.
According to test results 

from the National Centre for 
Animal Health Diagnosis, the 

animals died “because of H5N1 
type A virus”, VNA said.

The zoos declined to comment when contacted 
by AFP.

ISRAEL-HEZBOLLAH CONFLICT

Hezbollah losses 
strengthen Turkey 

against Iran: analysts
AFP, Istanbul

Israel’s onslaught against Hezbollah in 
Lebanon is reassuring for Turkey, which 
could seize the opportunity to strengthen its 
regional influence in the face of its rival Iran, 
analysts told AFP.

Despite being one of Israel’s fiercest critics, 
Turkey has been measured in its response to 
the blows struck against the Shia militant 
group, armed and financed by Tehran, 
including the killing of its leader Hassan 
Nasrallah. 

“Hezbollah’s decapitation diminishes the 
influence of Turkey’s topmost regional rival, 
Iran, and is not something Turkey would cry 
over,” said Asli Aydintasbas, a Turkey expert at 
the Brookings Institution, a US think tank.

ERDOGAN LUKEWARM ON HEZBOLLAH
Turkey’s Sunni President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan has been unsparing in denouncing 
Israel since the start of its devastating assault 
on Gaza last year following a deadly attack 
by Palestinian group Hamas. But he has not 
directly reacted to Hezbollah’s recent losses in 
public -- though his Foreign Minister Hakan 
Fidan hailed Nasrallah after his killing. “If 
it translates into a longer-term weakening 
of Iran and allied Shia groups, including 
Hezbollah, that will really pave the way for 
Turkey to play a more dominant role” in Syria 
and Iraq, said Gonul Tol, Turkey director for 
the Middle East Institute, a research centre in 
Washington.

TURKEY’S INFLUENCE IN SYRIA
Analysts suggest Turkey is satisfied by the 
setback for Hezbollah and, by extension, Iran, 
largely because of their support for Bashar al-
Assad, leader of neighbouring Syria.

Turkey and Hezbollah “are hardly on 
the same page when it comes to regional 
issues, particularly in Syria where the latter 
supports the regime and is complicit in the 
war crimes Assad has committed”, said Ozgur 
Unluhisarcikli of the German Marshall Fund, 
a US think tank.

The civil war between Assad and his rivals 
has destabilised Turkey’s southern border, 
thrusting millions of refugees onto its 
territory. “From a Turkish perspective, Iran 
and Hezbollah are the reasons Syria is in the 

mess that it is,” Aydintasbas said.

NOT PRO-HEZBOLLAH
Erdogan has accused Israel of “genocide” of 
Palestinians in its assault on Gaza and branded 
Israel’s Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu a 
war criminal.

Netanyahu has rejected the claim, saying 
Israel must crush the Islamist group Hamas 
in the territory to prevent further attacks and 
free hostages seized by the militants. Analysts 
say Turkey’s sympathy for the Palestinians -- 
who like Erdogan are Sunni Muslims -- does 
not extend to support for Iran, Hezbollah and 
their other Shia allies in the region, such as the 
Houthis in Yemen and factions in Iraq.

GAZA SECURITY PROSPECTS
Observers say Erdogan wants to cast himself as 
a leader among Sunni states -- notably where 
the future security of Gaza is concerned. He 
hosted Egypt’s President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi 
in September and likely discussed “a wider 
coordinating role” for their countries in Gaza 
after the conflict, said Sinan Ciddi, a Turkish 
politics expert.

Analysts say Erdogan’s tirades against 
Israel may have compromised his potential 
role as a mediator in the region. But on other 
fronts, “Ankara is very cautious in what it says 
and does as its relations with Iran are always 
sensitive,” Aydintasbas said.

“Turkey is clearly worried about even 
greater regional escalation and an all-out war 
between Iran and Israel, with unpredictable 
implications. It would do all it can to stay out,” 
Aydintasbas added.

The latest attacks appear 
to have used Fattah-1 and 
Kheybarshekan missiles, 

both of which have a range 
of about 1,400 kms


