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The policy brief proposed 
significant reforms at 
five levels -- pre-primary, 
primary, secondary 
and higher secondary, 
higher education, and 
education administration, 
management, and 
investment.

Speakers also suggested 
restructuring the University 
Grants Commission.

BRAC University’s 
Emeritus Professor 
Manzoor Ahmed said a 
permanent education 

commission was included 
in the 2010 policy, but the 
previous government did 
not pursue it.

He emphasised the need 
for it now, stressing that 
current measures must be 
legally transformed into 
permanent solutions.

The speakers also 
called for establishing a 
comprehensive national 
teacher development 
framework to ensure 
sustainable development 
for quality teachers.

Rasheda K Choudhury 

pointed to confusion 
arising from decisions 
such as the cancellation 
of postponed HSC 
exams at the demand 
of a few candidates, the 
sudden reversion to the 
2012 curriculum, and 
the establishment of a 
coordination committee 
for textbook revisions, 
which was later cancelled.

To ensure and sustain 
transformation in 
education, they demanded 
an investment of at least 
four percent of GDP. 

Probe into indigenous deaths
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The statement further 
urged the government 
to implement a time-
bound roadmap for the 
full enforcement of the 
Chittagong Hill Tracts 
Accord.

The activists also 
called for the home 
ministry to organise a 
roundtable discussion with 
representatives from the 
indigenous communities 
and civil society to prevent 
further violence, and 
immediately implement 
any recommendations 
resulting from the 
dialogue.

The violence erupted on 
September 18 in Pankhaya 
Para, Khagrachhari, when 
Mohammad Mamun, 30, 
was killed by a mob over 
allegations of theft. 

His wife later filed a case 
against three Bangalees 

and other unidentified 
individuals.

The following day, 
clashes in Dighinala 
between Bangalees 
and indigenous people 
resulted in the deaths 
of Junan Chakma, 20, 
Dhananjay Chakma, 50, 
and Rubel Chakma, 20, 
as well as the torching of 
37 indigenous homes and 
shops.

On September 20, 
17-year-old Anik Chakma 
was beaten to death in 
Rangamati. Despite video 
evidence, no arrests have 
been made, the statement 
noted.

The activists 
expressed concern that 
on September 21, three 
interim government 
advisers, including the 
home affairs adviser, 
visited Khagrachhari and 
Rangamati but did not 

meet the victims’ families 
or visit the affected areas.

Despite assurances that 
the perpetrators would 
be brought to justice, no 
arrests have been made, 
said the statement. 

The statement also 
raised concerns over 
historical and systemic 
discrimination faced by 
indigenous communities 
in the hill districts, 
particularly in matters 
of security and justice, 
which it said contradicts 
the government’s stated 
objectives.

The signatories of the 
statement include rights 
activist Sultana Kamal; 
Khushi Kabir, coordinator 
of Nijera Kori; senior 
advocate ZI Khan Panna; 
and Iftekharuzzaman, 
executive director of 
Transparency International 
Bangladesh.

This large pile of waste takes up a portion of the road in the Siddique Bazar area of the capital. The photo was 
taken yesterday. PHOTO: RASHED SHUMON

July revolution
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same investment, the 
university can initiate PhD 
programmes, where the 
supervisers and teachers 
can be brought from 
abroad.”

At the discussion, DU 
Sociology teacher Samina 
Luthfa said Ducsu election 
is the only way to protect 
the rights of students on 
the campus, and it should 
be incorporated into the 
academic calendar. 

“You [students] have 
broader responsibilities 
now. You need to fight for 
your rights and while you 
fight for your rights, you 
also need to understand 
whether you are taking 
away or oppressing the 
rights of others.”

Cultural activities across 
the campus can create a 
democratic environment, 
she said. She suggested 
increasing the authority 
of departments and 
the academic council, 
while curtailing the vice 
chancellor’s authority and 
reducing the government’s 
intervention.

Two DU students, 
Spandan Tahsan and Sakir 
Ifaz, presented the keynote 
paper in the discussion, 
organised by Siren -- a 
student-run quarterly 
magazine on campus. 

They proposed turning 
DU completely residential 
and autonomous, holding 
Ducsu elections every year, 
and ensuring a democratic 
environment on the 
campus.

A road never paved
2km earthen road lies dilapidated for decades

SOHRAB HOSSAIN, Patuakhali

Barely five kilometres away from 
Patuakhali district town, an earthen 
road lies neglected for decades.

The 2km road from Muchir 
Pool in Sharikkhali area under 
Patuakhali Sadar upazila connects 
to the Patuakhali-Kuakata regional 
highway, and is considered an 
important road for commuters 
travelling to the district 
town. 

Around 5,000 
people from eight 
villages in three 
unions use this 
road. 

Despite its 
importance in 
rural connectivity, 
the road has 
remained unpaved 
for years. 

“Residents of Auliapur, 
Kalikapur and Madarbunia 
union regularly commute to the 
upazila headquarters and district 
town using this road. Also, many 
students use it to attend classes in 
several educational institutions in the 
locality. Yet, over the years, even bricks 
were not laid on the road, let alone 

getting it paved,” 
said Hanif Mridha, 

55, a local resident.
Visiting the 

area recently, this 
correspondent saw that 

the entire stretch of the road is 
in a dilapidated condition. Students 
were seen tucking their trousers up 
to knee while using the road, while 
their uniforms are smeared with 
droplets of mud and dirty water 
from potholes and puddles.

“As no union parishad chairmen 

and members live in this area, they 
never took any initiative to renovate 
the road,” alleged Deen Islam, a 
college student.

Md Altaf Hossain, a local, called 
for urgent steps to renovate the road.

Contacted, Mir Hussain Ali, 
executive engineer of Local 
Government Engineering 
Department in Patuakhali, said 
they were unaware about the road’s 
condition. 

“We will take necessary measures 
after an inquiry,” he added.

CITY

Price of 12kg 
LPG cylinder
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marketed by state-owned 
LP Gas Company, will 
remain the same as it is 
locally produced with a 
market share of less than 5 
percent.

Bangladeshi LPG 
operators normally import 
their products from the 
Middle Eastern market 
based on Saudi CP.

LPG witnessed the 
highest price at Tk 1,498 (per 
12kg cylinder) in the local 
market in February last year.


