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Options for 
India, China to 
resolve border 
stand-off
Says Indian army chief

REUTERS, New Delhi

Talks between Indian and Chinese 
diplomats have opened options for the 
rivals to resolve conflict on their Himalayan 
frontier, India’s army chief said yesterday.

Ties between the neighbours have 
been strained since clashes between their 
troops on the frontier left 20 Indian and 
four Chinese soldiers dead in 2020.

Diplomatic and military talks to end the 
standoff have made slow progress and hurt 
business relations between the world’s two 
most populous nations with New Delhi 
tightening scrutiny of investments from 
Chinese firms and halting major projects.

“The positive signalling is coming from 
the diplomatic side,” General Upendra 
Dwivedi said at a defence think tank event. 
“But when it comes to the execution on 
ground ... it’s dependent on the military 
commanders on both the sides to take 
those decisions.”

US ELECTIONS

NYT endorses 
Harris as ‘only 
patriotic choice’ 

for president
AFP, New York

The New York Times editorial board on 
Monday endorsed Kamala Harris, calling 
the Democrat “the only patriotic choice for 
president” in the race against Trump.

But the paper did not even mention 
the vice president’s name until the fourth 
paragraph of its written endorsement 
-- instead focusing attention on Trump’s 
unworthiness for the presidency, calling 
him morally and temperamentally “unfit.”

“This unequivocal, dispiriting truth -- 
Donald Trump is not fit to be president 
-- should be enough for any voter who cares 
about the health of our country and stability 
of our democracy to deny him re-election.”

It’s an “anyone but Trump” approach 
that The New Yorker took one day prior, 
with editors at the magazine saying the 
Republican represents the “ongoing 
assault on the stability, the nerves, and 
the nature of the United States.” The 
Times acknowledged Harris “may not 
be the perfect candidate for every voter, 
especially those who are frustrated and 
angry about our government’s failures to 
fix what’s broken.”

‘I chose freedom 
over justice’
Says Assange in first 
comments after detention
REUTERS, Strasbourg

Julian Assange, the founder of whistleblower 
media group WikiLeaks, told European lawmakers 
yesterday his guilty plea to US espionage accusations 
was necessary because legal and political efforts to 
protect his freedom were not sufficient. 

“I eventually chose freedom over an 
unrealisable justice,” Assange said, in his first 
public comments since his release from prison, 
addressing a committee at the Council of Europe, 
the international body best known for its human 
rights convention. 

Assange, 53, returned to his home country 
Australia in June after a deal was struck for his 
release which saw him plead guilty to violating US 
espionage law, ending a 14-year British legal odyssey.

“I am free today after years of incarceration 
because I pleaded guilty to journalism, pleaded 
guilty to seeking information from a source, I 
pleaded guilty to obtaining information from a 
source and I pleaded guilty to informing the public 
what that information was,” he said. 

WikiLeaks in 2010 released hundreds of 
thousands of classified US military documents on 
Washington’s wars in Afghanistan and Iraq along 
with swaths of diplomatic cables.

DOCTOR’S MURDER

Jr doctors in 
West Bengal 
resume strike
REUTERS, New Delhi

Junior doctors in India’s 
West Bengal state resumed 
their full strike yesterday, 
complaining that the 
country’s judiciary has 
not made adequate efforts 
to restore justice after 
the rape and murder of a 
trainee doctor in August. 

Doctors from the West 
Bengal Junior Doctors’ 
Front, which represents 
7,000 physicians, reinstated 
partial services last month, 
citing flood situation. 

The rape and murder 
of the 31-year-old female 
doctor in Kolkata set 
off a wave of protests by 
doctors demanding greater 
workplace safety for women 
and justice for their slain 
colleague, prompting 
Supreme Court to create a 
hospital safety task force.

The doctors, however, 
said they were disappointed 
with the court’s decisions 
and were “compelled to 
return to a full ceasework”.

Displaced Palestinians douse a burning car with water after it was hit in an Israeli strike in Khan Yunis in the southern Gaza 
Strip yesterday. More than 41,638 Palestinians have been killed and 96,460 injured in Israel’s military offensive on Gaza since 
October 7, the Gaza health ministry said. PHOTO: AFP

School bus fire in 
Thailand kills 23
REUTERS, Bangkok

At least 23 people died in Thailand when a school 
bus carrying more than 40 students and teachers 
on a field trip caught fire in the outskirts of the 
capital Bangkok, police said yesterday. 

Twenty-three bodies have 
been identified, Trairong 

Phiwpan, forensic science 
commissioner told 

reporters, with an 
investigation on the 
causes underway. 

Sixteen students 
and three teachers 
were sent to a 
hospital, Transport 

Minister Suriya 
Juangroongruangkit 

said. Images posted on 
social media showed thick 

grey smoke pouring out of the 
bus, parts of which were still on fire. The blaze was 
later extinguished. 

A Reuters photographer saw fire trucks, police 
and rescue vehicles parked around the blackened 
vehicle, with a cluster of firefighters at the 
entrance. “Teachers told us that the fire ignited 
very quickly,” police chief Kittirat Phanphet 
said. “From speaking to witnesses, we believe the 
explosion was caused by a spark from the tyre that 
lit the gas cylinder that was powering the vehicle,” 
he said, adding that some students escaped 
through the window. 

ISRAEL’S INCURSION INTO LEBANON

US out of step as world 
reacts to offensive

AGENCIES

The United States appeared out of step with 
the rest of the globe as it pledged its support 
for Israel’s ground incursion into Lebanon.

While voices from across the world 
yesterday urged 
a ceasefire and a 
step back from the 
brink of all-out war, 
Washington declared 
the “limited” ground 
offensive into 
southern Lebanon 
as “Israel’s right to 
defend itself”.

Israeli troops 
advanced into 
Lebanon overnight 
yesterday, in a widely anticipated move. The 
military said in a statement that the raids 
were “limited, localised and targeted” against 
Hezbollah.

However, the advance further raises the 
risk of a wider escalation in the fight with the 
Iran-backed armed group or even across the 
region, and the United Arab Emirates, Qatar, 
Russia, Spain and Japan have all been quick 
to express deep concern.

US Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin said that 

he had told Israeli counterpart Yoav Gallant 
that Washington agrees on the need for a 
ground offensive to rid Lebanon’s southern 
border area of Hezbollah weapons and other 
means it can use to carry out attacks across 
the border.

 “I made it clear 
that the United States 
supports Israel’s 
right to defend 
itself,” Austin said. 
The White House 
National Security 
Council made a 
similar statement 
yesterday, justifying 
Israel’s “limited 
operations”, reports 
Al Jazeera online.

It also added that it remains against the 
expansion of the ground assault and that a 
diplomatic solution is the only way to achieve 
lasting stability along Israel’s border with 
Lebanon.

Lebanon’s caretaker Prime Minister Najib 
Mikati warned that his country is facing “one 
of the most dangerous phases of its history” 
and urged the United Nations to provide aid 
for one million people displaced by Israel’s 
attacks over recent weeks.


