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Mahmudur 
Rahman sent to 
jail after surrender
COURT CORRESPONDENT

Mahmudur Rahman, acting editor of 
the daily Amar Desh, was sent to jail 
yesterday after his surrender before a 
Dhaka court in a case filed for plotting 
to abduct and kill Sajeeb Wazed Joy, 
son of former PM Sheikh Hasina.

On August 17 last year, a court 
sentenced him to seven years’ rigorous 
imprisonment in his absence.

Mahmudur returned to the country 
on Friday morning after spending over 
five and a half years in exile.

Yesterday, Dhaka Additional 
Chief Metropolitan Magistrate Md 
Mahbubul Haque ordered to send him 
to jail, after Mahmudur surrendered 
before it through his lawyer, seeking 
bail in the case.

According to the lawyers, the court 
concerned has jurisdiction to grant 
bail to any accused, who is jailed for 
one year in any case. As Mahmudur 
was jailed for seven years, it has no 
jurisdiction to grant him bail.

No arrests after 3 days
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autopsies at the mortuary 
of Dhaka Medical College 
Hospital.

Morgue sources said 
Rafiq had stab wounds 
in the throat, chest, and 
head, while Sabbir had stab 
injuries in the head.

Rafiq’s son, Arifur 
Rahman Bappi, who went 
through CCTV footage 
collected from the area, 

told The Daily Star that 
the double murder 
took place early Friday 
morning.

According to Bappi, a 
recently hired employee 
killed both victims. The 
suspect, whose identity 
remains unknown, fled the 
scene with a significant 
amount of cash and 
cigarettes from Rafiq’s 
shop.

Citing the contents of 
the CCTV footage, Bappi 
said the employee was seen 
exiting the house, where 
Rafiq and Sabbir had been 
staying, around 6:30am on 
Friday. 

Later, a pickup van 
arrived at the scene, on 
which the employee was 
seen loading multiple 
sacks with the help of the 
driver.

Probe attacks under UN
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Khagrachhari’s Swanirbhar 
area on September 19. Junan 
had recently passed his 
HSC exams from Panchari 
Government College.

“My soul will only find 
peace, even after death, if 
justice is served for Junan’s 
killing,” said Junan’s 
mother. “I used to respect 
security forces, but not 
anymore, because they are 
the murderers who killed 
my son,” she added.

Niranta Tripura 
shared her grief at the 
programme, saying, “My 
son was innocent. He was 
not involved in politics. 
He worked as a mason to 
support our family.”

“After the attack in 
Dighinala, Rubel went 
to check on the shops 
and ensure the safety 
of our village. But the 
security forces shot and 
killed him, who was the 
only breadwinner of our 
household,” she said. 

Niranta’s son Rubel 
Tripura, 21, who was also 
killed in the Swanirbhar 
area, was a resident of 
Paltanjay Para in Parachara 
Union of Khagrachhari.

Despite the killings and 
looting, no one involved 
has been arrested so far, 
said Khukumoni.

Along with the probe 
committee, Khukumoni 
presented four other 

demands, including proper 
compensation for the 
victims’ families and those 
who lost homes.

At the press conference, 
Supreme Court lawyer 
Jyotirmoy Barua said, “The 
indigenous community is 
asking for a UN-supervised 
investigation because 
they are unhappy with the 
current committee, which 
mostly consists of police 
officials. They don’t have 
confidence in the police.”

Jatiya Mukti Council 
Secretary Faizul Hakim 
said, “The interim 
government must ensure 
a fair investigation and 
take action against those 
responsible.”

1.84cr affected in 4 disasters
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approximately $600 
million (BDT 6,880 crore) 
across 20 districts.

The situation worsened 
in mid-June due to 
heavy rains affecting 
the northeastern region, 
prompting the National 
Agriculture Working 
Group to conduct a Rapid 
Needs Assessment. By 
June 26, it was estimated 
that 3.74 million people 
were affected, with 1.4 
million requiring urgent 
humanitarian assistance 
across six districts.

In July, heavy rainfall from 
upstream India contributed 
to significant flooding in 
the Brahmaputra-Jamuna 
river system, impacting 
an additional 5.13 million 
people.

By August 21, prolonged 
monsoon rains and water 
flow from India led to 
severe flooding in eleven 
districts in Chattogram and 
Sylhet divisions, affecting 
approximately 5.8 million 
people and resulting in 
67 deaths. Most affected 
districts are Noakhali, 
Cumilla, Laxmipur, Feni, 

Chattogram, Moulvibazar, 
Rangamati, and 
Khagrachari.

Over 7,000 schools 
were closed, impacting 1.75 
million primary students, 
and posing serious risks 
for maternal health with 
78,000 pregnant women 
in the affected areas. The 
flooding damaged 1,62,823 
water points and 2,95,689 
latrines, exacerbating 
the risk of waterborne 
diseases, while agricultural 
losses amounted to nearly 
3,00,000 hectares of crops, 
said the UN report.

WB to give
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news following a high-
level meeting held at the 
environment ministry. 
Martin Raiser, vice 
president of the WB South 
Asia region, and Abdoulaye 
Seck, WB country director 
for Bangladesh, were 
present on the occasion. 

During the meeting, 
the adviser also called for 
the WB’s assistance in 
waste management and 
the restoration of Dhaka’s 
canals to create a “blue 
network”. 

Heart disease
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Bangladesh. Premature 
death is seen in 40 percent 
of cases.”

He also said, “The 
country’s heart disease 
treatment is mostly Dhaka-
centric. Even cardiologists 
are less interested in 
working outside Dhaka.”

Tobacco use, obesity, 
trans fat in foods, salt 
intake, lack of physical 
activity and air pollution 
are mainly responsible for 
heart disease, he said.

Top criminals
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Recent weeks have seen 
multiple allegations 
against these individuals, 
including murder, and 
extortion. A murder 
case was filed against 
alledged top criminal 
Imamul Hasan Helal, also 
known as Pichchi Helal, 
at Mohammadpur Police 
Station. Helal was released 
on August 16 after serving 
a 24-year prison term.

When asked about 
police officers who have not 
resumed their duties, the 
DMP commissioner said 
the number was minimal. 

“Necessary action will 
be taken against those who 

have failed to report back 
to duty,” he said.

As of now, at least 187 
police officials, ranging 
from deputy inspector 
general to constable, 
remain absent.

Hasan assured that all 
police stations in Dhaka 
remain operational.

Earlier, in his inaugural 
speech, he emphasised the 
importance of maintaining 
a strong relationship 
between the DMP and 
crime reporters.

“We have only one goal: 
to ensure peace and order 
in Dhaka. Crime reporters 
are helping us with valuable 
information,” he said.
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Anowara 
Mahbub 
passes away
STAR REPORT

A n o w a r a 
M a h b u b , 
a recipient 
of the 
President’s 
F e m a l e 
Small Agri 
Entrepreneur Award and 
wife of late freedom fighter 
Syed Mahbubul Haque, 
passed away yesterday. She 
was 83.

She had been suffering 
from pneumonia before 
breathing her last at a 
hospital in Dhaka.

Anowara Mahbub is 
survived by her three sons, 
one daughter, and several 
grandchildren. 

Her body was taken 
to her home in Magura, 
where she was laid to rest 
following a namaz-e-janaza 
after the Asr prayers.

Journalist 
Badiul Alam 
no more
UNB, Dhaka

Badiul Alam, 
f o r m e r 
senior vice-
p r e s i d e n t 
a n d 
treasurer of the Jatiya Press 
Club, passed away in the 
capital yesterday. He was 78.

Badiul Alam, also former 
city editor of News Today, 
breathed his last at his 
Iskaton residence, Dhaka.

Founding member of 
the Dhaka Reporters Unity, 
Badiul was suffering from 
various diseases including 
kidney-related problems.

He left behind his wife, 
one daughter and a host of 
relatives. Jatiya Press Club 
President Hasan Hafeez 
and General Secretary 
Ayub Bhuiyan expressed 
their profound grief over 
the death of Badiul Alam.

Indiscriminate garbage dumping on the Dhaka-Aricha highway is not only polluting the environment but also narrowing the road, 
leaving inadequate space for vehicular movement. The photo was taken at Boliarpur in Savar recently. PHOTO: PALASH KHAN
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