
INTERNATIONAL
STRIKES FROM UKRAINE

Putin issues 
nuke warning 
to West
REUTERS, Moscow

President Vladimir Putin warned the 
West on Wednesday that Russia could 
use nuclear weapons if it was struck with 
conventional missiles, and that Moscow 
would consider any assault on it supported 
by a nuclear power to be a joint attack.

The decision to change Russia’s official 
nuclear doctrine is the Kremlin’s answer 
to deliberations in the United States 
and Britain about whether or not to give 
Ukraine permission to fire conventional 
Western missiles into Russia.

Putin, opening a meeting of Russia’s 
Security Council, said that the changes 
were in response to a swiftly changing 
global landscape which had thrown up 
new threats and risks for Russia.

The 71-year-old Kremlin chief said he 
wanted to underscore one key change in 
particular.

“It is proposed that aggression against 
Russia by any non-nuclear state, but with 
the participation or support of a nuclear 
state, be considered as their joint attack on 
the Russian Federation,” Putin said.

2ND PHASE OF J&K POLLS

Omar Abdullah 
blames Centre 
for low turnout
THE HINDU ONLINE

National Conference leader Omar 
Abdullah yesterday said the low voter 
turnout in Srinagar district during the 
second phase of voting for Jammu and 
Kashmir Assembly polls was perhaps a 
people’s reaction to the Centre trying to 
project normalcy in the Union Territory.

His remarks came after the second 
phase of polling on Wednesday saw a 
voter turnout of over 56 percent while the 
first phase held on September 18 saw an 
estimated 61.38 percent voter turnout.

“To be honest, I was expecting higher 
turnout because there was no boycott call, 
there were attacks, there were no threats 
or intimidation of the voters. I feel the 
Centre is also responsible for this. They 
tried to present the high voter turnout as 
signs of normalcy and as if the people had 
accepted revocation of Article 370. Maybe 
this was a reaction from Srinagar because 
people of Srinagar do not want to send 
wrong signals,” Abdullah told reporters.
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Russia has secret war 
drones project in China

Say European intel sources; Beijing says it is not 
aware of such a project

REUTERS

Russia has established a weapons programme 
in China to develop and produce long-range 
attack drones for use in the war against 
Ukraine, according to two sources from a 
European intelligence agency and documents 
reviewed by Reuters. 

IEMZ Kupol, a subsidiary of Russian 
state-owned arms company Almaz-Antey, 
has developed and flight-tested a new drone 
model called Garpiya-3 (G3) in China with the 
help of local specialists, according to one of 
the documents, a report that Kupol sent to 
the Russian defence ministry earlier this year 
outlining its work.

Kupol told the defence ministry in a 
subsequent update that it was able to produce 
drones including the G3 at scale at a factory 
in China so the weapons could be deployed 
in the “special military operation” in Ukraine, 
the term Moscow uses for the war. 

Kupol, Almaz-Antey and the Russian 
defence ministry did not respond to requests 

for comment for this article. China’s foreign 
ministry told Reuters it was not aware of 
such a project, adding that Beijing had strict 
control measures on the export of drones, or 
unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs). 

Fabian Hinz, a research fellow at the 
International Institute for Strategic Studies, 
a London-based defence think-tank, said 
the delivery of UAVs from China to Russia, if 
confirmed, would be a significant development.

“If you look at what China is known to have 
delivered so far, it was mostly dual-use goods 
- it was components, sub-components, that 
could be used in weapon systems,” he told 
Reuters. “This is what has been reported so 
far. But what we haven’t really seen, at least in 
the open source, are documented transfers of 
whole weapon systems.” 

Still, Samuel Bendett, an adjunct senior 
fellow at the Center for a New American 
Security, a Washington-based think tank, said 
Beijing would be hesitant to open itself up to 
international sanctions for helping Moscow’s 
war machine. 

US PRESIDENTIAL POLLS

Trump vows to 
destroy Iran if it 
harms a candidate
AFP, Washington

Donald Trump said Wednesday Iran should be 
blown “to smithereens” if the Islamic Republic 
is involved in the harming of a US White House 
candidate or ex-president.

The provocative remarks come after US 
intelligence warned of threats from Tehran against 
the Republican’s life.

“As you know, there have been two assassination 
attempts on my life that we know of, and they 
may or may not involve -- but possibly do -- Iran,” 
Trump said at a campaign event in North Carolina.

“If I were the president, I would inform the 
threatening country, in this case Iran, that if you 
do anything to harm this person, we are going to 
blow your largest cities and the country itself to 
smithereens,” he added.

Trump went on to say he and the US have been 
“threatened very directly by Iran” and that a firm 
message needed to reach Tehran that there would 
be the most severe consequences should it be 
involved in plots to kill or hurt a US president or 
presidential candidate. “The best way to do it is 
through the office of the president, that (if) you do 
any attacks on former presidents or candidates for 
president, your country gets blown to smithereens, 
as we say.”

46 people 
drown during 
Hindu festival 
in India
AFP, Patna

At least 46 people, 
including 37 children, have 
drowned while celebrating 
a Hindu festival in eastern 
India, a local government 
official said yesterday.

The victims drowned in 
separate incidents in Bihar 
state while ritually bathing 
in rivers and ponds swollen 
by recent flooding, the 
official said.

“People ignored 
dangerous water levels in 
rivers as well as ponds while 
bathing to celebrate this 
festival,” said the official.

The drownings occurred 
from Tuesday across 
15 districts of Bihar as 
devotees marked the 
Jitiya Parv Hindu festival, 
observed by mothers for 
the well being of their 
children.

Rescuers remove debris at the site of a residential area heavily damaged by a Russian air strike, amid Russia’s attack on 
Ukraine, in Zaporizhzhia, Ukraine yesterday. PHOTO: REUTERS

People walk on a flooded street as Tropical Storm John is on track to become a hurricane again, hurtling back 
towards communities across the Pacific coast, in Acapulco, Mexico on Wednesday. PHOTO: REUTERS

Harris attacks 
‘loser’ Trump on 
US economy

AFP, Pittsburgh

Kamala Harris blasted Donald 
Trump as the “biggest 
loser” on the economy and 
a friend of billionaires 
Wednesday as the election 
rivals laid out competing 
plans on the top issue for 

many US voters.
In a speech on the 

economy and then again in 
her first major solo interview, the 

Democrat warned that Trump’s plans 
to bring back huge tariffs on foreign imports 
would hurt middle class Americans in their 
wallets.

Republican Trump for his part doubled down 
on his protectionist vision -- but spent as much 
time on threatening to blow Iran to “smithereens” 
after US intelligence warned of threats from 
Tehran against his life.

The vice president and the former president are 
neck-and-neck in polls and are both reaching out 
to undecided voters on key issues like the economy 
with less than six weeks until election day.


