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Biden seeks to

calm ME tension
at UNGA

REUTERS, New York

US President Joe Biden addressed world leaders at the
United Nations for the final time yesterday, declaring that
Russia’s war in Ukraine has failed and that a diplomatic
solution between Israel and Hezbollah was still possible.

With four months left in office, Biden stepped up to the
green-marbled lectern at the UN General Assembly with
wars in Ukraine, the Gaza Strip and Sudan still raging and
likely to outlast his presidency, which ends in January.

He sought to calm tensions as the nearly year-long
Israeli offensive in the Gaza Strip now threatens to engulf
Lebanon - where Israel targeted more than a thousand
Hezbollah targets on Monday.

“Full scale war is not in anyone’s interest, even if
situation has escalated, a diplomatic solution is still
possible,” he told the 193-member UN General Assembly.

To a round of applause, Biden called on Israel and
Hamas to finalise the terms of a Gaza ceasefire and hostage
release deal put forward by the US, Qatar and Egypt.

“The good news is Putin’s war has failed at his core aim.
He set out to destroy Ukraine, but Ukraine is still free,”
said Biden.

Sri Lanka president

dissolves parliament
Calls snap polls on Nov 14

REUTERS

Sri Lanka’s newly elected President Anura Kumara
Dissanayake has dissolved parliament to clear the way for
a snap general election in the debt-ridden country, he said
in a government gazette notification yesterday.

The parliamentary election will be held on November
14, the notification said, adding that the next parliament
would convene on November 21.

The last general election in Sri Lanka was held in
August 2020. Lawmakers are elected for a five-year term.

Srilankanschose Dissanayakeinaweekend presidential
election, giving the Marxist-leaning politician a key role in
deciding the future of reforms in the island country that is
slowly emerging from a crushing financial crisis.

But his coalition, the National People’s Party, has just
three of 225 seats in the current parliament, prompting
him to dissolve the legislature to seek a fresh mandate
there for his policies. Saturday’s presidential vote was
Sri Lanka’s first election since its economy buckled in
2022 under a severe foreign exchange shortage, leaving
it unable to pay for imports of essentials including fuel,
medicine and cooking gas.

Members of the civil defence and firefighting unit work at the site of an Israeli strike in Beirut’s southern

suburbs in Lebanon yesterday.

“These atrocities must end’

Say top UN ofTicials as Gaza death toll rises to 41,467

REUTERS, United Nations them UN staff, have been Kkilled.

Leading United Nations officials
demanded on Monday “an end to
the appalling human suffering and
humanitarian catastrophe” in the
Gaza Strip, nearly a year into the
Israeli offensive in the Palestinian

enclave.

“These atrocities must end,”
they said in a statement signed
by the heads of UN agencies that
include Unicef and the World Food
Programme along with other aid
groups as world leaders gathered

violence.”

The UN has long complained of
obstacles to getting aid into Gaza
during the war and distributing
it amid “total lawlessness” in the
Palestinian
Nearly 300 humanitarian aid
workers, more than two-thirds of to sign.

besieged

in New York for the annual UN
- General Assembly.

“Humanitarians must have safe
and unimpeded access to those
in need,” the statement said. “We
cannot do our jobs in the face of
overwhelming need and ongoing

“The risk of famine persists with
all 2.1 million residents still in
urgent need of food and livelihood
humanitarian
access remains restricted,” the UN
officials said.

assistance

Australia,

enclave.

as
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Brazil,

Colombia,
Indonesia, Japan, Jordan, Sierra
Leone, Switzerland and the UK
said on Monday they would team
up to develop a declaration for
the protection of humanitarian
personnel and invite all countries

Israel, Hezbollah
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commander as Ibrahim
Qubaisi. Five more people
were Kkilled and 15 others
injured in the strike.

With the region
increasingly on edge, over
30 international flights
to and from Beirut were
cancelled. Airlines affected
included Qatar Airways,

healthcare workers had
been Kkilled on Monday, he
added.

The UN refugee agency’s
spokesperson Matthew
Saltmarsh ~ said  more
people are expected (o
flee their homes and that
the agency is seeking to
identify new shelters for
displaced people around

Turkish ~ Airways  and  Beirut and the Bekaa valley.
various airlines from the Lebanese caretaker
United Arab Emirates. prime  minister  Najib

Abdinasir Abubakar, a
WHO oflicial in Lebanon,
said that some hospitals
in the country were
“overwhelmed” by the
thousands of wounded
people arriving.  Four

Mikati’s office said he flew to
New York, where the United
Nations General Assembly
is taking place, “for further
contacts”  following the
escalated wave of Israeli
strikes on Lebanon.

Sending money
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87 expatriate workers who
were imprisoned and later
released from different Gulf
countries, including the 75
from the UAE.

Measures would be taken
to create  employment
for the workers who had
to return home as they
protested supporting the
Anti-discrimination Student
Movement in Bangladesh,
he said. “If possible, they will
be sent to other countries.”

He said  initiatives
would be taken so that
Malaysia resumes hiring
Bangladeshi workers.

Recruiting agents would
return the money to the
workers who couldn’t go
to Malaysia after clearing
their payments.

“So far, only 25 percent
of the workers have
got their money back.
Any corruption will be
investigated.”

There will be new
employment opportunities
for Bangladeshi workers in
Italy or China, Prof Asif said.

He mentioned that VIP
services will be provided to
the remitters at airports,
especially those coming
from the Middle Fast
countries.

“In future, they will
have access to a lounge. If
necessary, manpower will
be recruited.”

Regarding the issue
of female workers being
abused in the Middle East
countries, Prof Asif said the
legal support system there
from our side is very weak.

“We are (rying (o
establish a central
monitoring system. This is
a big challenge. We will take
steps after observation.”

He added that they
would soon review the
methodology of technical
training centres.

We must not allow
Lebanon to become
another Gaza at the

hands of Israel.

Iran’s President Masoud
Pezeshkian tells CNN
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Warning Notice
Beware of Fraud

Good Neighbors Bangladesh (GNB) has
allocated 6 Crore 75 Lac Taka to support
flood-affected families in Feni, Lakshmipur,
Noakhali, Kurigram, Moulvibazar, and Cox's
Bazar districts through emergency relief
activities.

In response to the crisis, GNB has stepped in
to provide immediate relief and rehabilitation
support to reduce the hazards faced by the
affected communities. The organization has
distributed emergency food packages,
including essential items such as rice, lentils,
oil, and dry food, to 17,565 families who have
lost access to basic necessities. Additionally,
essential medicines and hygiene kits have
been provided to mitigate health risks and
prevent the spread of waterborne diseases.
GNB's efforts also include initiatives aimed at
restoring  livelihoods and  rebuilding
infrastructure in the affected areas.

GNB has worked proactively in collaboration
with local government authorities, volunteers,
and community leaders to ensure that
emergency aid reaches the most vulnerable
people rapidly. To further assist the
community, GNB has been sharing vital
information on flood preparedness, including
guidance on safe sheltering practices and
health precautions.

To continue supporting the wvulnerable
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Good Neighbors Bangladesh Provides Emergency
Relief and Rehabilitation Assistance to 17,565
Flood-Affected Families in 2024

community, GNB is in  constant
communication with the Deputy
Commissioner and UNO of the affected
districts and sub-districts to discuss
emergency response plans, which include
support for the reconstruction of damaged
households and community facilities.

"As a child-centered organization, Good
Neighbors Bangladesh recognizes that during
any disaster, women and children are often
the most vulnerable. This flood is no
exception. Based on our survey, we have
provided essential support to flood-affected
families, particularly those with children. We
have distributed all necessary items and are
also focusing on restoring livelihoods and
rebuilding infrastructure in the affected
areas,” said M Mainuddin Mainul, Country
Director of Good Neighbors Bangladesh.
Good Neighbors Bangladesh, an international
non-government organization (INGO)
working since 1996, is dedicated to helping
deprived children, women, and youth in 13

districts of Bangladesh through various
initiatives, including disaster response,
education, healthcare, and sustainable

development. With a strong presence in the
country, the organization works to empower
individuals and promote community
resilience.
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We took notice of the recent fraudulent activities being conducted on various
online platforms, including Telegram, Facebook, and Instagram, falsely using the
name of Siemens Energy and its employees.

Siemens Energy does not operate any investment platforms. We strongly advise
the public to refrain from investing or depositing money on any social media or
offline platforms claiming to be associated with Siemens Energy.

Siemens Energy and our employees are not involved in these fraudulent activities.
We will not be held liable for any financial losses resulting from these fraudulent
activities.

Laila Tower, 8 Gulshan Avenue, Gulshan-1, Dhaka-1212
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