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BORDER INTRUSION 

BGB hands over 
BSF man to India
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Thakurgaon

Border Guard Bangladesh (BGB) handed over a 
member of Indian Border Security Force (BSF) 
yesterday afternoon, hours after he was detained 
along Chanderhat border in Thakurgaon’s 
Pirganj upazila for intruding into Bangladesh.

Upakumar Das, 32, a member of Gouripur 
Camp under BSF Battalion-63, was handed over 
to the BSF authorities around 4:30pm after a 
one and a half hour sector commander-level flag 
meeting between the two forces on the same 
border.

Col Md Arifuzzaman, sector commander of 
BGB, Dinajpur, led the Bangladeshi side while Iss 
Awul, DIG of Kishanganj Sector BSF Battalion, 
led the Indian side.

The BSF man said he came into Bangladeshi 
territory by mistake.

Hasina, Quader 
sued over murder
COURT CORRESPONDENT

Former prime minister Sheikh Hasina and 163 
others were sued yesterday in connection with 
the murder of Shaon Talukder, 21, during mass 
movement in Dhaka’s Jatrabari area on August 5.

The victim’s cousin Abdul Halim filed the case 
with the court of Dhaka Metropolitan Magistrate 
Shahin Reza.

Former road transport and bridges minister 
Obaidul Quader, former home minister 
Asaduzzaman Khan, former IGP Chowdhury 
Abdullah Al-Mamun, former DMP commissioner 
Habibur Rahman and former DB chief Harun Or 
Rashid, among others, have been made accused in 
the case.

With this, Hasina is now facing 198 cases.

Due to sand clogging the water supply lines, patients of Barishal General Hospital have been suffering from a 
severe water crisis for over 30 hours. Amid the situation, patients and their attendants have resorted to various 
ways to manage water for hygiene and other needs. The photos were taken yesterday. 

Barishal hospital without 
water for 30 hours!

SUSHANTA GHOSH

Barishal General Hospital has been enduring a severe 
water crisis for over 30 hours, leaving patients and staff 
in distress.

As of yesterday evening, the crisis was still unresolved, 
with both patients and their relatives struggling to 
manage basic hygiene needs at the 100-bed hospital. 

Hospital officials reported that sand had clogged the 
water supply lines, causing the disruption. Efforts are 
underway to resolve the issue as soon as possible, said 
officials.

Kaya Akter, 24, admitted with her four-month-old 
child suffering from diarrhoea, described the situation 
as “horrible”. She said, “There is no water to go to the 
toilet. Relatives are bringing water from outside.”

The hospital currently houses 120 patients, and they 
are managing their hygiene needs through various 
means. Some have resorted to purchasing bottled water, 
while others are sourcing water from nearby mosques 
and houses. 

Residents of the hospital quarters are similarly 
affected, using bottles and buckets to collect water from 
nearby locations. Many relatives expressed concerns 
that the lack of water is exacerbating the conditions of 
already ailing patients.

Md Mehdi, a member of the hospital’s water supply 

department, said the motor pump became ineffective on 
Sunday morning due to sand entering the pipes. Efforts 
are underway to temporarily supply water through an 
alternative line, as the current system is outdated.

Dr Malay Krishna Baral, residential medical officer at 
the hospital, said the Directorate of Health Engineering 

has been notified, and a request has been made for the 
installation of a new deep well. A temporary solution is 
also being implemented to supply water from another 
source.

Established in 1912, Barishal General Hospital plays a 
vital role in treating diarrhoea patients and is a crucial 
healthcare facility in Barishal division.
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BAGERHAT BUS TERMINAL

No renovation 
in 20 years
PARTHA CHAKRABORTTY, Bagerhat

The central bus terminal in Bagerhat district has long 
been in a dilapidated state, with no renovation done to 
it for around two decades.

As such, passengers and bus operators have been 
suffering immensely. 

With Padma Bridge connecting the southern 
districts to the rest of the country via road network, 
Bagerhat terminal has turned into a primary transit 
hub in recent time. 

However, visiting the terminal recently, this 
correspondent found its premises in a shabby state, 
lacking necessary infrastructures, while the parking 
yard gave way to numerous potholes, creating puddles 
of mud and dirty water after rains.

Over 300 buses and minibuses operate on eight 
internal routes within the district, while inter-district 
buses to Dhaka, Chattogram, Khulna, Jashore, and 
Barishal ply through Bagerhat ferrying 17,000-21,000 
passengers daily. 

However, the terminal is incapable of handling such 
traffic. The parking yard lacks adequate space, leaving 
buses compelled to park on the roadside, thereby 
causing congestion of vehicles on the road. 

The situation worsens every time it rains. The 
terminal and its surroundings become waterlogged, 
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