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Trader sued over 
‘remarks on Quran, 
Yunus, Nahid’
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

A Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal leader yesterday sued a 
local trader in Chattogram on charges of making 
“derogatory remarks” about the Quran, Chief 
Adviser Muhammad Yunus and ICT Adviser Nahid 
Islam on Facebook. 

Saifuddin, a joint secretary of Fatikchhari JCD, 
filed the case against Moktar Hossain of Nanupur 
in the upazila under the Cyber Security Act at 
Chattogram Cyber Tribunal, court sources said. 

Nasir Uddin Ahmad Khan, lawyer for Saifuddin, 
told journalists that the tribunal took cognisance 
of the charges and ordered the CID to investigate 
the matter.  

According to the charges, Moktar posted a 
7.37-minute video on August 15 on his Facebook 
wall, in which he made several derogatory 
remarks about religion. He also made derogatory 
comments targeting Yunus and Nahid.

Hasina, Quader 
sued over murder
COURT CORRESPONDENT

Former prime minister Sheikh Hasina and 163 
others were sued yesterday in connection with 
the murder of Shaon Talukder, 21, during mass 
movement in Dhaka’s Jatrabari area on August 5.

The victim’s cousin Abdul Halim filed the case 
with the court of Dhaka Metropolitan Magistrate 
Shahin Reza.

Former road transport and bridges minister 
Obaidul Quader, former home minister 
Asaduzzaman Khan, former IGP Chowdhury 
Abdullah Al-Mamun, former DMP commissioner 
Habibur Rahman and former DB chief Harun Or 
Rashid, among others, have been made accused in 
the case. With this, Hasina is now facing 198 cases.

Due to sand clogging the water supply lines, patients of Barishal General Hospital have been suffering from a 
severe water crisis for over 30 hours. Amid the situation, patients and their attendants have resorted to various 
ways to manage water for hygiene and other needs. The photos were taken yesterday. 

Barishal hospital without 
water for 30 hours!

SUSHANTA GHOSH, Barishal

Barishal General Hospital has been enduring a severe 
water crisis for over 30 hours, leaving patients and staff 
in distress.

As of yesterday evening, the crisis was still unresolved, 
with both patients and their relatives struggling to 
manage basic hygiene needs at the 100-bed hospital. 

Hospital officials reported that sand had clogged the 
water supply lines, causing the disruption. Efforts are 
underway to resolve the issue as soon as possible, said 
officials.

Kaya Akter, 24, admitted with her four-month-old 
child suffering from diarrhoea, described the situation 
as “horrible”. She said, “There is no water to go to the 
toilet. Relatives are bringing water from outside.”

The hospital currently houses 120 patients, and they 
are managing their hygiene needs through various 
means. Some have resorted to purchasing bottled water, 
while others are sourcing water from nearby mosques 
and houses. 

Residents of the hospital quarters are similarly 
affected, using bottles and buckets to collect water from 
nearby locations. Many relatives expressed concerns 
that the lack of water is exacerbating the conditions of 
already ailing patients.

Md Mehdi, a member of the hospital’s water supply 

department, said the motor pump became ineffective on 
Sunday morning due to sand entering the pipes. Efforts 
are underway to temporarily supply water through an 
alternative line, as the current system is outdated.

Dr Malay Krishna Baral, residential medical officer at 
the hospital, said the Directorate of Health Engineering 

has been notified, and a request has been made for the 
installation of a new deep well. A temporary solution is 
also being implemented to supply water from another 
source.

Established in 1912, Barishal General Hospital plays a 
vital role in treating diarrhoea patients and is a crucial 
healthcare facility in Barishal division.
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BAGERHAT BUS TERMINAL

No renovation 
in 20 years
PARTHA CHAKRABORTTY, Bagerhat

The central bus terminal in Bagerhat has been in 
a state of disrepair for nearly two decades, with no 
renovations during that time. Since the opening of the 
Padma Bridge, which connects the southern districts 
to the rest of the country, the terminal has become a 
major transit hub.

However, a recent visit revealed the terminal to be 
in a poor condition, with inadequate infrastructure. 
The parking area is riddled with potholes that get 
filled with mud and dirty water after it rains, making 
navigation difficult.

Over 300 buses and minibuses operate across eight 
internal routes within the district, while inter-district 
services to Dhaka, Chattogram, Khulna, Jashore, 
and Barishal transport between 17,000 and 21,000 
passengers daily. Yet the terminal is unable to handle 
this volume. Due to limited parking space, buses often 
park on the roadside, leading to severe traffic 
congestion.

The situation gets worse during 
rain, with the terminal becoming 
waterlogged.

“It’s hard to enter the 
terminal because of the mud 
and potholes. I bought my 
ticket outside to avoid the 
mess,” said Shyamapada Das, a 
passenger.

Built by the Local Government 
Engineering Department in 2004, the two-acre 
terminal is managed by Bagerhat municipality, which 
has made no improvements or renovations over the 
past 20 years, said locals.

Rezaul Karim Rizvi, assistant engineer of Bagerhat 
municipality, said a project to renovate and expand the 
terminal is in the works. 

Contacted, Md Fakhrul Hasan, the municipality 
administrator and deputy director of the Local 
Government Division, echoed him.


