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What if we kill
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The mention of Abrar’s 
name was not just a 
reminder of a tragedy -- 
it was actually a threat. 
“Do you know how Abrar 
Fahad was killed?” one of 
them asked. 

When Rocky hesitantly 
responded, “Yes, he was 
beaten to death,” they 
followed up with a bone-
chilling question: “What 
would you do if we killed 
you the same way?”

Fear wrapped around 
him like a suffocating 
shroud. They kept pressing 
Rocky to accompany them 
to the hall’s guest room. 
He resisted, only to be met 
with threats of violence. “If 
you don’t come, we’ll call 
Chhatra Shibir and kill 
you.” 

The psychological 
torment seemed never-
ending, and Rocky, 
overwhelmed and terrified, 
felt the walls close in 
around him.

But fear did not silence 
him. After surviving the 
night, Rocky mustered 
the courage to lodge 
a formal complaint 
with the university’s 

proctor yesterday. Both 
Rocky and the accused 
were summoned to the 
proctor’s office on the 
campus, where professors 
Rafiqul Islam, Nasir 
Uddin, and Mashihur 
Rahman listened to their 
accounts.

Nabil admitted to 
being present but denied 
any involvement in the 
harassment. Antor, on the 
other hand, claimed the 
conversation was meant 
to be casual, an effort, 
he said, to “build a good 
relationship”.

Even the reference to 
Abrar Fahad, according to 
Antor, was not intended 
as a threat but an example 
to show that ragging was 
no longer rampant on 
campuses.

Rajshahi University 
Proctor Mahbubur 
Rahman said, “As teachers, 
we cannot support these 
issues in any way. We will 
try to ensure maximum 
punishment.”

The complaint now 
sits with the marketing 
department’s academic 
committee, awaiting 
review. 

CSA CASE

Man sued 
over ‘remarks 
on Quran, 
Yunus, Nahid’
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

A Jatiyatabadi Chhatra 
Dal leader has sued a local 
trader in Chattogram 
on charges of making 
“derogatory remarks” 
about the Quran, Chief 
Adviser Muhammad Yunus 
and ICT Adviser Nahid 
Islam on Facebook. 

Md Saifuddin, a joint 
secretary of Fatikchhari 
Upazila Chhatra Dal, filed 
the case against Moktar 
Hossain of Nanupur 
village in the upazila 
under the Cyber Security 
Act at Chattogram Cyber 
Tribunal yesterday, court 
sources said. 

Advocate Nasir Uddin 
Ahmad Khan, the lawyer for 
Saifuddin, told journalists 
that the tribunal took 
cognisance of the charges 
and ordered the police’s 
Criminal Investigation 
Department (CID) to 
investigate the matter.  

According to the 
charges, Moktar posted 
a 7.37-minute video on 
August 15 on his Facebook 
wall, in which he made 
several derogatory 
remarks about religion. 
He also made derogatory 
comments targeting Yunus 
and Nahid.

Health hazards lurking
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dietary intake of arsenic, 
cadmium, chromium, 
and nickel from these 
vegetables could 
increase cancer risks. 

Although arsenic and 
nickel concentrations 
were within safe 
limits, cadmium posed 
the greatest risk, 
particularly to women 
and children.

“We will submit the 
final revised report in a 
day or two,” Kibria said. 

“This study involved 
collecting samples from 
three markets in each 
of the six districts, with 
a total of 162 samples 
reviewed. A larger-
scale study is needed 
to provide conclusive 
recommendations.”

Alongside the heavy 
metals, a separate study 
led by Dr Mohammad 
Delwar Hossain from 
Bangladesh Agricultural 
Research Institute (BARI) 
found pesticide residues 
in about 10 percent of 
fruit samples tested. 

The research, 
Monitoring of Pesticide 
Residues and Their 
Associated Health Risk 
Assessment in Fruits, 
tested 320 samples of 
mango, litchi, Indian 
plum, and guava across 
Dhaka, Rajshahi, Pabna, 
and Bogura between 
May 2023 and June 
2024.

Litchi showed the 
highest pesticide 
contamination, with 
18.8 percent of samples 

affected, while mango 
had the lowest at 8.8 
percent. 

“Farmers use more 
pesticides on litchi 
because they are 
more susceptible to 
pest infestations. In 
some cases, multiple 
pesticides were found in 
a single litchi,” Delwar 
explained.

He urged farmers to 
wait at least 5 to 10 days 
after applying pesticides 
before harvesting, 
depending on the type 
of pesticide used.

Both studies have 
raised urgent questions 
about food safety in 
Bangladesh, with calls 
for larger investigations 
and stricter regulations 
to protect public health.
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NID cards of Aziz’s
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(national ID) card under 
the name Mohammad 
Hasan using the names 
Suleman Sarkar and 
Rahela Begum as his 
parents. He also changed 
his photo in the NID 
card in 2019. The then 
army chief General (retd) 
Aziz Ahmed made the 
recommendations for 
changing the photo, the 
sources said.

Joseph had two NIDs. 
One card has mentioned 

Abdul Wadud and Renuja 
Begum as his parents. 
He used his name as 
Tanvir Ahmed Tanjeel, 
with names of parents 
as Suleman Sarkar and 
Rahela Begum in another 
ID cards.

On May 21, the US 
imposed sanctions on 
Aziz and his immediate 
family members 
for what it said was 
his involvement in 
significant corruption.

Overshadowed and underplayed
FROM PAGE 3

for them, and create 
widespread awareness 
through National Girl 
Child Day, our girl children 
will fall behind, which will 
be detrimental to us as a 
nation.”

Advocate Salma Ali, 
president of the Bangladesh 
National Women Lawyers’ 
Association, said, “Our 
women and girl children 
are not safe -- at home, 
outside, or in schools. They 
face various forms of abuse 
and harassment, despite 
the High Court’s guidelines 
to prevent such incidents. 
The main problem lies in 
inadequate law enforcement. 

We are advocating for a 
comprehensive sexual 
harassment prevention law 
to protect victims and curb 
these incidents.”

She also highlighted how 
parents exploit loopholes in 
the Child Marriage Restraint 
Act, calling for clearer legal 
provisions to hold offenders 
accountable.

Good Neighbours 
Bangladesh Country 
Director Moinuddin Mainul 
said, “Bangladesh was the 
first country to observe 
National Girl Child Day. 
Still, we must examine why 
women and girls continue 
to face discrimination and 
neglect.” 

He said despite the 
significant role women 
and girls played in the 
July movement, their 
contributions remain 
underrepresented in the 
media.

The forum recommended 
expediting judicial 
proceedings for gender-
based violence cases, shifting 
the burden of proof in rape 
cases, stopping protection 
for abusers, increasing 
monitoring against child 
marriage, enforcing 
cyberbullying laws, raising 
the budget for social safety 
nets, and uniting efforts 
to prevent violence against 
women and girls.

No renovation
renovation to the terminal 
or improvement to its 
facilities.

Contacted, Rezaul 
Karim Rizvi, assistant 
engineer of Bagerhat 
municipality, said a 
project to expand and 
renovate the terminal will 
be implemented soon.

Md Fakhrul Hasan, 
administrator of Bagerhat 
municipality and deputy 
director of the Local 
Government Division, 
said steps are on to 
mitigate the sufferings of 
passengers. 

FROM PAGE 5

leaving drivers struggle to 
navigate through knee-
deep water and mud, 
while for passengers it is 
an arduous task to board 
or disembark from the 
buses. 

“It is difficult to enter 
the terminal due to 
the mud and potholes. 
I purchased my ticket 
from outside to avoid the 
mess inside the terminal,” 
said Shyamapada Das, a 
passenger. 

Many other passengers 
echoed him. 

Since construction of 
the two-acre bus terminal 
by the Local Government 
Engineering Department 
in 2004, it remained 
under the management of 
Bagerhat municipality.

However, over the two 
decades that followed, 
there has been no SOURCE: ISLAMIC FOUNDATION
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Journalist 
Sanat Nandi 
passes away
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Sanat Nandi, 
news editor 
of Dainik 
K h a b o r , 
has passed 
away at a 
private hospital in Dhaka 
yesterday. He was 72.

The journalist breathed 
his last at 1:00am. He 
had been undergoing 
treatment at the hospital 
since September 16.

His body was cremated 
at Postogola Crematorium.

Hailing from Kushtia, he 
was involved with different 
cultural and social activities.

He left behind his wife 
and only son, and a number 
of well-wishers to mourn 
his death.


