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NID cards
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(national ID) card under the 
name Mohammad Hasan 
using the names Suleman 
Sarkar and Rahela Begum 
as his parents. He also 
changed his photo in the 
NID card in 2019. The then 
army chief Aziz Ahmed 
made the recommendations 
for changing the photo, the 
sources said. Joseph had 
two NIDs. One card has 

mentioned Abdul Wadud 
and Renuja Begum as his 
parents. He used his name 
as Tanvir Ahmed Tanjeel, 
with names of parents as 
Suleman Sarkar and Rahela 
Begum in another ID cards.

On May 21, the US 
imposed sanctions on 
Aziz and his immediate 
family members for “his 
involvement in significant 
corruption”.

Overshadowed, underplayed
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past 23 years. However, 
only 19,441 cases were 
filed, with verdicts reached 
in just 3 percent of them, 
and less than 1 percent 
of perpetrators were 
punished,” said Ahsana 
Zaman Aney, national 
coordinator of the forum.

The platform compiled 
the report using 
information from 70 daily 
newspapers, including 
24 national dailies. It 
was released ahead of 
National Girl Child Day on 
September 30.

Md Shahidul Islam, 

child rights and protection 
specialist at Educo 
Bangladesh, said, “If the 
media could publish a 
report on girl children 
every month, it would 
raise public awareness and 
prompt policymakers to 
take necessary actions.”

Forum president Dr 
Badiul Alam Mazumder 
said, “If we do not prioritise 
girl children, make 
adequate investments 
for them, and create 
widespread awareness 
through National Girl 
Child Day, our girl children 

will fall behind, which will 
be detrimental to us as a 
nation.”

Advocate Salma 
Ali, president of the 
Bangladesh National 
Women Lawyers’ 
Association, highlighted 
how parents exploit 
loopholes in the Child 
Marriage Restraint 
Act, calling for clearer 
legal provisions to hold 
offenders accountable.

Good Neighbours 
Bangladesh Country 
Director Moinuddin Mainul 
said, “Bangladesh was the 

first country to observe 
National Girl Child Day. 
Still, we must examine why 
women and girls continue 
to face discrimination and 
neglect.”

The forum 
recommended expediting 
judicial proceedings for 
gender-based violence 
cases, shifting the burden 
of proof in rape cases, 
stopping protection 
for abusers, increasing 
monitoring against child 
marriage, enforcing 
cyberbullying laws and 
raising the budget for 
social safety nets.

Abu Sayed died of pellet
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brain hemorrhage. 
“No internal bleeding 

or fractures were found in 
his skull,” he added.

Dr Rajibul said he faced 
tremendous pressure from 
the previous regime to 
tamper with the autopsy 
report. “They told me to 
conclude Sayed died from 
a head injury,” he said.

The report was altered 
multiple times before its 
submission on July 30, he 
added.

Rajibul said the social 
media narrative claiming 
Sayed died from a head 
injury is an attempt to 

tarnish the image of 
forensic departments 
across the country. 

He is prepared to 
present his findings 
in court regarding the 
autopsy report, he said

Sayed’s body arrived 
at the morgue around 
7:00pm on July 16, and 
Dr Rajibul described 
attempts by law 
enforcers to obstruct the 
investigation. 

He began the autopsy 
shortly after 11:00pm the 
same night. 

“It was a critical time 
for the country, and 
forming an autopsy board 

was not possible due to a 
lack of personnel,” he 
said.

On August 18, Sayed’s 
brother, Ramjan Ali, filed 
a murder case against 17 
individuals, including high-
ranking police officials, 
and unnamed others at 
the Rangpur Metropolitan 
Magistrate’s Court. 

The accused include 
former IGP Chowdhury 
Abdullah Al Mamun, 
Rangpur Range DIG 
Abdul Baten, several other 
law enforcers and leaders 
of the university’s Chhatra 
League members and 
staffers.

What if we kill
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The mention of Abrar’s 
name was not just a 
reminder of a tragedy -- it 
was actually a threat. “Do 
you know how Abrar Fahad 
was killed?” one of them 
asked. 

When Rocky hesitantly 
responded, “Yes, he was 
beaten to death,” they 
followed up with a bone-
chilling question: “What 
would you do if we killed 
you the same way?”

Fear wrapped around 
him like a suffocating 
shroud. They kept pressing 
Rocky to accompany them 
to the hall’s guest room. 
He resisted, only to be met 
with threats of violence. “If 
you don’t come, we’ll call 
Chhatra Shibir and kill you.” 

The psychological 
torment seemed never-
ending, and Rocky, 
overwhelmed and terrified, 
felt the walls close in 
around him.

But fear did not silence 
him. After surviving the 
night, Rocky mustered 
the courage to lodge a 
formal complaint with 
the university’s proctor 

yesterday. Both Rocky 
and the accused were 
summoned to the proctor’s 
office on the campus, 
where professors Rafiqul 
Islam, Nasir Uddin, and 
Mashihur Rahman listened 
to their accounts.

Nabil admitted to 
being present but denied 
any involvement in the 
harassment. Antor, on the 
other hand, claimed the 
conversation was meant 
to be casual, an effort, 
he said, to “build a good 
relationship”.

Even the reference to 
Abrar Fahad, according to 
Antor, was not intended 
as a threat but an example 
to show that ragging was 
no longer rampant on 
campuses.

Rajshahi University 
Proctor Mahbubur 
Rahman said, “As teachers, 
we cannot support these 
issues in any way. We will 
try to ensure maximum 
punishment.”

The complaint now 
sits with the marketing 
department’s academic 
committee, awaiting 
review. 

Health hazards lurking
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dietary intake of arsenic, 
cadmium, chromium, 
and nickel from these 
vegetables could 
increase cancer risks. 

Although arsenic and 
nickel concentrations 
were within safe 
limits, cadmium posed 
the greatest risk, 
particularly to women 
and children.

“We will submit the 
final revised report in a 
day or two,” Kibria said. 

“This study involved 
collecting samples from 
three markets in each 
of the six districts, with 
a total of 162 samples 
reviewed. A larger-
scale study is needed 
to provide conclusive 
recommendations.”

Alongside the heavy 
metals, a separate study 
led by Dr Mohammad 
Delwar Hossain from 
Bangladesh Agricultural 
Research Institute (BARI) 
found pesticide residues 
in about 10 percent of 
fruit samples tested. 

The research, 
Monitoring of Pesticide 
Residues and Their 
Associated Health Risk 
Assessment in Fruits, 
tested 320 samples of 
mango, litchi, Indian 
plum, and guava across 
Dhaka, Rajshahi, Pabna, 
and Bogura between 
May 2023 and June 
2024.

Litchi showed the 
highest pesticide 
contamination, with 
18.8 percent of samples 

affected, while mango 
had the lowest at 8.8 
percent. 

“Farmers use more 
pesticides on litchi 
because they are 
more susceptible to 
pest infestations. In 
some cases, multiple 
pesticides were found in 
a single litchi,” Delwar 
explained.

He urged farmers to 
wait at least 5 to 10 days 
after applying pesticides 
before harvesting, 
depending on the type 
of pesticide used.

Both studies have 
raised urgent questions 
about food safety in 
Bangladesh, with calls 
for larger investigations 
and stricter regulations 
to protect public health.
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Sanat Nandi 
passes away
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Sanat Nandi, 
news editor 
of Dainik 
K h a b o r , 
has passed 
away at a 
private hospital in Dhaka 
yesterday. He was 72.

The journalist breathed 
his last at 1:00am. He 
had been undergoing 
treatment at the hospital 
since September 16.

His body was cremated 
at Postogola Crematorium.

Hailing from Kushtia, he 
was involved with different 
cultural and social activities.

He left behind his wife 
and only son, and a number 
of well-wishers to mourn 
his death.
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Ruhul Amin 
Gazi no more
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

R u h u l 
Amin Gazi, 
p r e s i d e n t 
of a faction 
of the 
Bangladesh 
Federal Union of Journalists 
(BFUJ), passed away in a 
Dhaka hospital last night.

With kidney related 
complications and 
diabetes, Gazi, also chief 
reporter of the daily 
Sangram, was undergoing 
treatment at BRB Hospital. 
He was shifted to the ICU on 
Monday, said Kamal Uddin 
Sumon, staff reporter of 
the daily Sangram.

On Sunday, a decision 
was made to transfer Ruhul 
Amin Gazi to Thailand 
for advanced medical 
treatment. However, due to 
a sudden deterioration in 
his health, doctors advised 
against the move.

On return from airport, 
he was readmitted to the 
hospital where he died.

Gazi left behind his wife, 
a son, and two daughters.

Information Adviser 
Nahid Islam expressed grief 
over his death.


