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No magic solution
to economic Crisis

Says Sri Lanka’s new president,
VOWS 1o restore public faith in
politics

AFP, Colombo

Sri Lanka’s first leftist president was sworn in to office
yesterday and vowed Lo restore public faith in politics, but
said he had no magic solution to the hardships suffered
following an unprecedented economic crisis.

Self-avowed Marxist Anura Kumara Dissanayaka of
the People’s Liberation Front (JVP) took his oath at the
colonial-era Presidential Secretariat in Colombo after
trouncing his nearest rivals in Saturday’s vote.

The previously fringe politician, whose party led two
failed uprisings that left tens of thousands dead, saw
a surge of support after the 2022 economic meltdown
immiserated millions of ordinary Sri Lankans.

Dissanayaka, the bearded 55-year-old son of a labourer,
was sworn in by chief justice Jayantha Jayasuriya in a
televised ceremony attended by diplomats, lawmakers,
Buddhist and other clergy and the military.

“I am not a conjuror, I am not a magician, [ am a
common citizen,” he said after taking his oath. “I have
strengths and limitations, things I know and things I
don’t... my responsibility is to be part of a collective effort
to end this crisis.”

China wants ra-
to deepen BRI
cooperation
with Sri
Lanka under
new leader:

Xi Jinping

£
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Chinese President Xi Jinping yesterday said he hoped
to broaden cooperation with Sri Lanka under his Belt and
Road infrastructure initiative (BRI) as he congratulated
the island nation’s new leader Dissanayaka.

“We hope something good will happen,” construction
worker Thilina Hansaka told AFP. “I don’t think much of
anything can be done overnight, or even in five years. Let’s
give him a chance and see what he is capable of doing.”

Dissanayaka succeeds Ranil Wickremesinghe, who
took office at the peak of the financial crisis following
the government’s first foreign debt default and months of
punishing food, fuel and medicine shortages.

Wickremesinghe, 75, imposed steep tax hikes and other
austerity measures under the terms of an International
Monetary Fund (IMF) bailout. His policies ended the
shortages and returned the economy to growth but left
millions struggling to make ends meet.

Palestinians cry as they check the bodies of victims at a hospital morgue in Deir el-Balah yesterday after an

Israeli air strike hit a school sheltering displaced people in the central Gaza Strip.

CLIMATE MEETINGS IN NEW YORK
Leaders warn of growing
mistrust between nations

REUTERS, New York

UN  Secretary General Antonio
Guterres launched a two-day, climate-
themed “Summit for the Future” on
Sunday evening as part of the UN
General Assembly, where some leaders
warned of growing mistrust between
nations as climate-fueled disasters
mount.

National leaders addressed the
group after adopting a “Pact for
the Future” aimed at ensuring and
increasing  cooperation  between
nations, with many calling for urgent
access to more climate finance.

“International  challenges are
moving faster than our ability to solve
them,” Guterres told leaders at the
summit. “Crises are interacting and
feeding off each other - for example,
as digital technologies spread climate
disinformation, that deepens distrust

and fuels polarization.”

Prime Minister Mia Mottley of
Barbados echoed Guterres’ warning
and urged a “reset” in how global
institutions are governed so they can
better respond to crises and serve
those most in need. The UN climate
summit continued yesterday with
speeches from China, India, and the
US.

Elsewhere during the week, US
President Joe Biden is expected to
deliver a speech at an event also
attended by actress and climate
activist Jane Fonda and World Bank
President Ajay Banga, among others.

Another event hosted by the
Clinton Foundation features speeches
by Prince Harry and actor and water
activist Matt Damon.

The Climate Group counted some
900 climate-related events planned
across the city this week.

PHOTO: AFP

Pakistan picks
new chief of
spy agency ISI

REUTERS, Islamabad

Pakistan has
Lieutenant-General
Muhammad Asim Malik
as the new director general
of  the Inter-Services
Intelligence (ISI), its top
spy agency, according to a
security source and a local
TV channel, the first change
in the key post since 2021.

The Pakistani military’s
public relations department
did not  immediately
respond to a request for
comment.

The reported move
comes as the political role
of the agency faces intense
scrutiny. One former ISI
chief has been arrested for
supporting the political
cause of jailed former prime
minister Imran Khan.

“This is Arvind

Kejriwal’s chair’
Says Atishi after taking
charge as Delhi CM with an
empty chair beside her

THE HINDU ONLINE

India’s Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) leader Atishi
took charge as the eighth Chief Minister of
Delhi yesterday after taking the oath of office on
Saturday.

Refusing to sit on the chair used by her
predecessor Arvind Kejriwal, Atishi chose to sit on
a different chair. “This is Delhi’s Chief Minister’s
chair, this chair, is Arvind Kejriwal ji’s,“ she said
after taking charge at the Delhi Secretariat.

The third and the youngest woman Chief
Minister of Delhi, Atishi has retained the 13
portfolios she held in the Kejriwal government,
including those of education, revenue, finance,
power and PWD.

“I have full faith that in the election which
is due in February, the people of Delhi will elect
Arvind Kejriwal ji as Chief Minister again. Till then
this chair will be in this room, in expectation of
Arvind Kejriwal ji,” she said.
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30 bodies found
in boat adrift off
Senegal coast

AFP, Dakar

Senegal’s navy has recovered at least 30 bodies
from aboat discovered adrift around 70 kilometres
off the coast of the capital Dakar, the army said
yesterday.

Investigations are under way (o establish where
the vessel came from and to confirm the death toll,
the army said in a statement. Senegal’s coastline
sees [requent tragedies involving attempts to
reach Europe by boat.

After being alerted to the incident late Sunday,
a navy patrol towed the adrift, long, wooden
fishing boat known as a pirogue to the port of
Dakar where it arrived around 06:00 am (GMT)
yesterday, the statement said.
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