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We want justice 
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the lack of respect 
women received after 
their participation in 
the July protests, citing 
misogynistic attitudes. 

Synthia Jahin Ayesha 
called for a female quota in 
civil services and urged the 
government to address the 
unique challenges faced by 
rural women.

Family members of 
July martyrs also shared 
their grief, demanding 
justice, compensation, and 
support for those injured. 

Sabrina Shabonti, sister 
of 19-year-old martyr 
Mahmudur Rahman 
Saikat, demanded that 
female family members 

of martyrs be included 
in the Shaheed Smrity 
Foundation.

Adviser Sharmeen 
Murshid announced 
initial compensation for 
martyr families, while 
Farida Akhter, called 
for the establishment 
of a Women’s Rights 
Commission and 
increased representation 
of women in leadership 
roles.

The speakers also 
demanded anti-
harassment policies, the 
abolition of discriminatory 
laws, and increased 
female representation in 
parliament, workplaces, 
and local elections.

Indigenous
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Bangladesh Adivasi 
Juba Forum President 
Anthony Rema added, 
“The Chittagong Hill Tracts 
Peace Accord was signed 
years ago, but it has not 
been fully implemented. 
This must be done without 
further delay.”

Leaders and students 
from other indigenous 
organisations and singer 
Krishnokoli also spoke at 
the event.

Another group, under 
the banner Bikkhubdho 
Jumma Chhatro Janata, 
held a press conference at 
Modhur Canteen of Dhaka 
University in the morning. 
They presented a seven-
point demand, including 
security for indigenous 
people in the hill tracts, 
a UN investigation into 
the recent violence, 
compensation for victims, 
punishment for those 
responsible, and full 
implementation of the CHT 
Accord.

Fakhrul senses
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political parties to 
effectively manage the 
unrest in the CHT.

“I believe this is 
undoubtedly part of a 
strategy to destabilise 
the government and the 
political landscape of 
Bangladesh. The ongoing 
process can be viewed as 
an attempt to instigate 
a counter-revolution, 
undermining the benefits 
we have achieved through 
an uprising. Most 
importantly, there is an 
effort to initiate a process 
of depoliticisation,” he said.

Besides, he said the 
remarks made by deposed 
Prime Minister Sheikh 

Hasina while in India are 
having a significant impact 
on Bangladesh.

Meanwhile, speaking 
to journalists at the BNP 
Chairperson’s Gulshan 
office yesterday, Fakhrul 
said although BNP 
Chairperson Khaleda 
Zia returned home from 
Evercare Hospital on 
Wednesday, her health 
condition remains poor.

“Begum Khaleda 
Zia is unwell. Her body 
temperature was high 
yesterday [Friday],” he said.

Fakhrul explained that 
doctors currently do not 
consider her fit for air 
travel, which has delayed 
her treatment overseas.

Oikya Parishad 
urges UN to probe 
‘communal violence’
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Leaders of the Bangladesh Hindu Buddhist Christian 
Oikya Parishad have termed the “communal 
violence” targeting indigenous and religious minority 
communities in the hills and plain lands “crimes 
against humanity”. 

They called upon the United Nations to conduct 
a fair and impartial investigation into the incidents 
following August 5.

In protests organised nationwide yesterday, they 
demanded the withdrawal of false cases against their 
leaders, including General Secretary Rana Dasgupta 
and other minority leaders. 

They also called for the implementation of an eight-
point demand, including bringing those responsible 
for all communal violence, including the incidents 
after August 5, to justice.

The central programme was held in front of Jatiya 
Press Club. Speakers included the council’s two 
presidents, Prof Neem Chandra Bhowmik, and Nirmol 
Rozario, Acting General Secretary Monindra Kumar 
Nath, Presidium Member Ranjan Karmakar, and 
Bangladesh Buddhist Federation General Secretary 
Bhikkhu Sunanda Priyo, among others.

“Between August 4 and August 20 this year, 2,010 
incidents of violence against minorities occurred 
across the country,” said Nirmol Rozario.

Addressing the interim government, he said, “Do 
whatever necessary to establish peace. If you cannot 
fulfill your responsibilities properly, you have no right 
to hold the power.”

Conduct fair probe, punish
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condemned the violence, 
saying, “Such clashes 
and violence in the CHT 
region are completely 
unacceptable and 
barbaric. We are extremely 
concerned about the 
casualties. We demand a 
safe environment for all 
citizens, including the 
indigenous population 
living in the region.”

Shaheen Anam urged 
the public to avoid taking 
the law into their own 
hands and to refrain 
from further destructive 
actions. She called on the 
government to conduct 
thorough and transparent 
investigations into each 
incident, ensuring that 
those responsible are held 
accountable.

Meanwhile, in a 
statement, Manabadhikar 
Shongskriti Foundation 
(MSF) yesterday expressed 
grave concern and 
condemnation over the 
violence.

“The jummo community 
remained deprived as the 
CHT peace accord is yet to 
be implemented fully. Also, 

an evil community has been 
active to make the region 
unstable. Because of which 
the indigenous community 
is being victim of violence 
and violation of human 
rights,” reads a statement 
signed by Sultana Kamal, 
eminent rights activist and 
president of the rights body.

It also alleged that 
the role of army was 
questionable.

MSF urged the interim 
government to form a 
neutral and independent 
committee to investigate 
the incident and take legal 
action against those who 
are proved to be involved in 
the incident.

Another platform named 
Network for Democratic 
Bangladesh placed a six-
point demand including 
providing constitutional 
recognition to the 
indigenous communities 
living in the hill tracts.

“More than 50 
indigenous communities 
live in the plain and hilly 
areas of the country, yet 
their ethnicity has no 
constitutional recognition. 

Also their fundamental 
rights could not be 
ensured,” reads a statement, 
signed virtually by 624 
members of the platform.

The “autocratic military 
rule” in CHT and the 
oppression of Bangalee 
“settlers” have put the 
indigenous communities in 
the face of existential crisis, 
it added.

The platform also 
urged to take steps to 
encourage dialogue and 
understanding between the 
indigenous and Bangalee 
people with the aim to 
strengthen a peaceful and 
united societal base.

21 BNP activists
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following media reports.
Meanwhile, Rapid Action 

Battalion seized 6.2 tonnes 
of rice meant for ultra 
poor people and arrested 
two persons for hoarding it 
illegally in Akkelpur upazila 
of Joypurhat. 

The arrestees are: Ritul 
Das, 50, and Sazedur 
Rahman, 52, of Bhatkuri 
village in the upazila.

Rab camp of Joypurhat 
issued a press release in 
this connection on Friday 
evening.

The arrestees were 
handed over to police after 
a case was filed.
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Lightning
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and Nur Uddin, 60, of 
Dholoimati died in separate 
lightning strikes, said 
Kanaighat Police Station OC 
Jahangir Hossain Sarder.

In Biswamnarpur, Deen 
Islam, 65, of Charpara 
village, was killed in 
lightning strike, confirmed 
Bishwambharpur Police 
Station OC Kawsar Alam.

Work together 
to save rivers
Says Rizwana
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Environment, Forest 
and Climate Change 
Adviser Syeda Rizwana 
Hasan has emphasised 
the need to protect 
Bangladesh’s rivers and 
recover those that have 
been encroached upon.

Strict enforcement of laws will be 
initiated for this purpose, and public 
cooperation is essential, she said 
yesterday.

She also mentioned that cost-effective 
plans will be developed to clean rivers, 
and a campaign against polythene and 
plastic will be launched.

The adviser made these remarks as 
the chief guest at a special event held at 
Bangladesh Tourism Corporation, on 
the occasion of World Rivers Day 2024 
and the presentation of the River Award 
2024.

She highlighted that rivers are not 
only natural resources but also deeply 
connected to our culture and livelihoods. 
To ensure a healthy environment for 
future generations, it is crucial to make 
the rivers pollution-free.

She also urged everyone to work 
together to protect and clean the rivers.

The namaz-e-janaza of Nayon Mia, who was killed during the Anti-Discrimination Student 
Movement, was held yesterday at the Central Shaheed Minar in Dhaka. The 25-year-old motor 
garage worker was shot on August 4 in the Kathalbagan area during a clash between protesters 
and police personnel. He was later taken to Dhaka Medical College Hospital, where he was kept 
in the ICU until he passed away on Friday.
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Nahid denies
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He advised individuals 
making such claims 
to verify facts with the 
relevant authorities before 
spreading misinformation.

Regarding the ongoing 
challenges in the CHT, 
Nahid highlighted the 
region’s long-standing 
internal issues, stressing 
that these problems must 
be solved domestically.

Nahid also urged all to 
remain vigilant as various 
efforts are being made to 
destabilise the country.

Hosneara 
Begum 
passes away
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

H o s n e a r a 
B e g u m , 
mother of 
M i z a n u r 
R a h m a n , 
chief of 
operations 
at The Daily Star, passed 
away yesterday. She was 75.

She had been suffering 
from stomach cancer and 
undergoing treatment at 
various medical institutes 
in Bangladesh and India.  

She left behind seven 
sons and two daughters.

Her namaz-e-janaza will 
be held at 10:00am today, 
at her residence on Road-
14, Nikunja-2 in Dhaka. 
Later, she will be buried at 
Azimpur graveyard.

Fascism’s grip remains strong
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consensus to counter its 
resurgence. He urged the 
interim government to take 
proactive measures in this 
regard.

Barrister Andaleeve 
Rahman, chairman of the 
Bangladesh Jatiya Party, 
said, “We need to create 
opportunities for good 
people to enter politics.”

He cautioned against 
attributing the current 
movement solely to anti-
discrimination student 
activists, saying it is a 
culmination of widespread 
anger over the last 15-17 
years.

The roundtable featured 
over 20 discussants 
who shared personal 
experiences as victims of 
the Awami League regime. 

Kalpana Akter, executive 
director of Bangladesh 
Centre for Workers 
Solidarity, said workers 
are often scapegoated 
as instigators when they 
demand fair wages. 

“Agencies have even 
been involved in the killing 
of labour leaders,” she said.

Mamun Abdullahi, a 
liaison committee member 
of the Anti-Discrimination 
Student Movement, 
expressed frustration 
over the lack of national 
consciousness in the 
country. 

“After 53 years post-
liberation, we remain 
divided along ethnic lines, 
hindering our progress as a 
nation,” he said.

Umama Fatima, another 
organiser of the Anti-
Discrimination Student 

Movement, highlighted 
the issue of mob justice, 
saying it contradicts the 
spirit of the 2024 mass 
uprising. 

“Advisers should take 
swift action against those 
involved in such acts,” she 
urged.

Michael Chakma, an 
organiser of the United 
People’s Democratic Front, 
shared his experience of 
being detained for over five 
years. 

“They labelled my 
pursuit of a separate 
ruling system in the hill 
tracts as anti-state, but 
we seek constitutional 
recognition,” he said.

Nurul Haque Nur, 
president of Gono Odhikar 
Parishad, shared his 
experiences with political 
coercion, suggesting the 

formation of a national 
interim government that 
includes leaders from 
various political factions.

Zillur Rahman, executive 
Director at CGS, facilitated 
the discussion, while other 
contributors included 
journalists Masood Kamal 
and Md Muktadir Rashid, 
Fact Check editor at AFP 
Bangladesh Qadaruddin 
Shishir, editor of Joban 
magazine Rezaul Karim 
Rony, Jagannath University 
student Khadijatul Kubra, 
Jatiya Nagorik Committee 
member Pritom Das, and 
political analyst Zahed Ur 
Rahman. 

Together, they 
emphasised the urgent 
need for a unified front 
against the persistent 
threat of fascism in 
Bangladesh.

If we don’t work 
together, our 

dreams and 
expectations will 

remain unfulfilled.

BADIUL ALAM MAJUMDER
Head of electoral system 

reform commission


