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8 killed, 4 injured in a day
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M y m e n s i n g h - b o u n d 
vehicle from Phulpur 
skidded off the road and fell 
into a roadside ditch in the 
Tarakanda area.

Abdur Rouf, 35, of 
Rupchandrapur in 
Tarakanda, died on the 
spot, said OC Md Wazed Ali 
of Tarakanda Police Station.

Two others -- Rahat 
Mia, 32, and five-month 

old Tamim -- died at 
Mymensingh Medical 
College Hospital.

The injured -- Taslima 
Akter, 20, mother of the 
child, and her elder sister 
Tanjila, 25 -- were admitted 
to the hospital.

In another accident, an 
unidentified motorcyclist 
was killed and two of his 
co-riders were injured as 
the bike plunged into a 

ditch beside Mymensingh-
Phulbaria road in Laxmipur 
area of Phulbaria.

In Panchagarh, a 
schoolgirl died as a 
tractor ran her over on 
Debiganj-Bhaulaganj road 
in Sabujpara of Debiganj 
upazila.

The deceased -- 
Sneha Moni, 9, daughter 
of Shahinur Islam of 
Sabujpara -- was a student 

of class III at Taltola Sher-
e-Bangla Government 
Primary School. Aggrieved 
locals set the tractor on fire 
and handed the 17-year-old 
driver to police.

In Thakurgaon, a man 
was killed after a microbus 
hit him on Ranishankoil-
Balliadangi road in 
Nekmarad area, said police.  
The deceased is Raisul 
Islam, 25, from Dinajpur.

Students make
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Many questioned how 
students can assume the 
role of oath administrators 
to senior university officials. 

In separate statements 
yesterday, both university 
authorities and the anti-
discrimination student 
movement coordinators 
claimed it was all just a 
“misunderstanding”.

According to both sides, 
the unexpected oath was 
a spontaneous moment 
during what was meant 
to be a harmless views-
exchange session.

Polash said, “After 
discussing the July 
revolution, we merely 
requested them to take 
an oath in the spirit of the 
uprising. There was no intent 

to disrespect the teachers.”
He also apologised to 

the university officials “as a 
gesture of goodwill”.

Meanwhile, the pro-VC 
blamed “over-enthusiasm”. 

“It happened in the 
excitement of the moment, 
and we are embarrassed 
by the situation,” he said, 
before adding that an 
official press note had been 
released to clear the air.

In the official statement 
signed by the university’s 
acting registrar Syed 
Solim Md Abdul Kadir, the 
authorities said the oath 
was never intended to be a 
formal ceremony. 

“The students have since 
sought forgiveness, and 
both sides have moved on,” 
read the official statement.

Journalis
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journalist?” he said.   
“Neither Billal nor I 

could understand why they 
beat him. We don’t even 
know them,” added Arif. 

At one point, Billal 
ran to save himself from 
the beating. Later, Arif 
took him to the 300-bed 
hospital with the help of 
locals, where he received 
primary treatment, he said. 

Billal was later treated at 
a local private hospital. 

While talking to this 
newspaper, journalist Billal 
Hossain said, “I often drink 
tea there. Suddenly some 
people came and beat me 
up severely. But I don’t even 
know them.”

Nazrul Islam, officer-in-
charge of Narayanganj Sadar 
Model Police Station, said 
police are looking for those 
who attacked the journalist.

We are
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In Tangail, students from 
the indigenous community 
at Mawlana Bhashani 
Science & Technology 
University (MBSTU) formed 
a human chain at the 
university’s main gate.

Meanwhile, in 
Chattogram, indigenous 
people held a demonstration 
at the Cheragi Pahar 
intersection yesterday 
morning, demanding 
justice for the attacks.

They gathered at Jamal 
Khan intersection around 
10:00am, before marching 
to Cheragi Pahar, where 
they held a rally at 11:00am.

Speakers at the rally 
accused vested interests 
of attempting to disturb 
peace in the Hill Tracts by 
fuelling conflicts between 
“indigenous people and 
settlers”.

On Thursday night, 
students at Chittagong 
University (CU) held a 
torchlight procession and 
formed a human chain 
at the university’s zero 
point in solidarity with the 
victims of the attacks.

20 hurt as two
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Contacted, Additional 
Deputy Commissioner 
(Motijheel Zone) 
Rezwanul Islam said, “The 
altercation took place 
between the followers of 
the former Khatib and 
the current Imam. I have 
heard that the former 
Khatib had been absent 

for a long time. When he 
returned to lead the Friday 
prayers today [yesterday], 
another group opposed 
him, which resulted in the 
scuffle.”

Police said they, along 
with Rab and the army, 
arrived at the scene and 
brought the situation 
under control.

Four injured being
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lives in a rented house 
in Khagrachhari town, 
though their village is in 
Matiranga upazila.

“My family moved to 
town for me and my siblings’ 
education,” Sujan said.

Sujan’s relative, Ranjit 
Tripura, who was by his 
side at the hospital, shared 
that Sujan had been 
rushed to Khagrachhari 
Sadar Hospital for initial 
treatment on Thursday last 
night.

“They referred him to 
CMCH, and we admitted 
him here at 4:30am today 
[Friday],” he said.

Saad, an on-duty doctor 

at CMCH, said, “Sujan’s 
condition is stable. We 
cleaned and bandaged his 
wounds. We will clean the 
injured area regularly until 
it heals.”

CMCH Director Brig 
Gen Taslim Uddin said that 
all the patients brought 
in from the Khagrachhari 
incident are out of danger.

“We are providing them 
with the best possible care,” 
he said.

Earlier, hours after arson 
attacks and violence in the 
district, three indigenous 
people died of their 
injuries at a hospital in 
Khagrachhari on Thursday 
and early yesterday.

Hospitals
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toll has reached 124, and 
the number of cases has 
risen to 2,22,65. In the 
first 20 days of September 
alone, 9,424 cases were 
recorded, up from 6,521 in 
August.

At Suhrawardy Hospital, 
associate professor HM 
Nazmul Ahsan reported 
that all 100 beds in the 
hospital’s two dengue 
wards were filled by 
Thursday night, leaving no 
space for new admissions. 

Many patients had to be 
turned away on Friday due 
to the shortage.

In response, the hospital 
has decided to open two 
additional dengue wards 
from Saturday. 

“We expect the number 
of patients to rise further 
in the coming days, and 
the bed shortage will likely 
worsen,” Nazmul warned.

DGHS data shows that 
the highest number of 
dengue patients is currently 
undergoing treatment at 
Dhaka Medical College 
Hospital (118), followed 
by Mitford Hospital (104), 
Mugda Hospital (98), and 
Suhrawardy Hospital (101).

HM Nazmul Ahsan 
urged all to consult doctors 
at the first sign of fever and 
perform a complete blood 
count test on the third and 
fourth day, even if the NS1 
test comes back negative.

He also warned of 
dengue’s danger signs, 
including nausea, 
abdominal pain, and 
reduced urination, 
stressing the importance 
of hydration for those 
recovering at home.

A youth platform
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“A member must also be 
a supporter of the mass 
uprising. Besides, we don’t 
want anyone from the 
fascist regime,” he added.

Samanta explained 
the “Bangladesh Cause,” 
saying, “While we may 
have differing beliefs and 
political ideologies, all state 
institutions and forces 
must function properly, 
with accountability 
ensured. Everyone should 
align on constitutional 
matters. This collective 
vision for building a new 
Bangladesh is what we 
refer to as the Bangladesh 
Cause.”

The platform believes a 
fresh political settlement is 
necessary as the post-1971 
and post-1990 political 
systems have failed. 

“Once we can bring 
together these various 
perspectives, we can 
begin to envision a new 
political settlement. We’re 
engaging with different 
groups involved in the 
movement, working to 
unite them so we can seize 
this opportunity,” added 
Nasir.

To achieve their goals, 
the committee plans to 
establish district and 
upazila-level committees 
nationwide, promoting 
dialogue and public 
participation. 

The platform aims to 
work closely with the 
interim government and 
other political parties to 
push for reforms.

However, they anticipate 
challenges from established 
political parties. 

“Conflicts may arise if 
our proposals differ from 
theirs,” said Samanta, “but 
we will keep the doors open 
for dialogue,” she added.

The platform has 
expressed concerns over 
law enforcement and 
mob justice, urging the 
government to restore 
public trust. 

Nasir said, “The law 
enforcement agencies 
must reconnect with the 
people. We also need to 
build an organised political 
community to stop mob-
justice.”

In addition to political 
reforms, the committee 
is advocating for a media 
commission to reform the 
media sector, which they see 
as crucial for maintaining 
communication between 
the government and the 
public. 

Nasir said the committee 
plans to operate on 
three fronts -- cultural, 
political, and social -- while 
emphasising the need for 
young leadership. 

He also noted that they 
are considering to form 
a Constituent Assembly 
to address constitutional 
issues.

Nasir concluded, “The 
people united during the 
uprising with a one-point 
demand. We believe they 
can unite again to protect 
future generations and 
create a new political and 
social system.”
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PRAYER 
TIMING 

SEPTEMBER 21

AZAN

JAMAAT

Fazr

4-40

5-15

Zohr

12-45

1-15

Asr

4-30

4-45

Maghrib

6-05

6-10

Esha

7-30

8-00

Once vibrant, Barishal’s Rayer Khal is now on deathbed due to pollution and encroachment. The photo was taken 
near Lakutia road yesterday. PHOTO: TITU DAS


