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LEBANON PAGER ATTACKS

Israel’s Unit 
8200 in 
spotlight
REUTERS, London

The mass pager attack against Hezbollah 
in Lebanon has turned the spotlight on 
Israel’s secretive Unit 8200, the Israel 
Defense Forces’ intelligence unit, which a 
Western security source said was involved 
in planning the operation. 

Israeli officials remained silent on the 
intelligence operation that killed 12 people 
on Tuesday and wounded thousands of 
Hezbollah operatives. At least 20 people 
was killed on Wednesday when hand-held 
radios used by Hezbollah detonated.

A senior Lebanese security source and 
another source told Reuters that Israel’s 
Mossad spy agency was responsible for a 
sophisticated operation to plant a small 
quantity of explosives inside 5,000 pagers 
ordered by Hezbollah.

One Western security source told 
Reuters that Unit 8200, a military unit that 
is not part of the spy agency, was involved 
in the development stage of the operation 
against Hezbollah which was over a year in 
the making.

Ammunition 
from India 
enters Ukraine
Russia irked

REUTERS, New Delhi

Artillery shells sold by Indian arms makers 
have been diverted by European customers 
to Ukraine and New Delhi has not intervened 
to stop the trade despite protests from 
Moscow, according to eleven Indian and 
European government and defence industry 
officials, as well as a Reuters analysis of 
commercially available customs data.

The transfer of munitions to support 
Ukraine’s defence against Russia has 
occurred for more than a year, according 
to the sources and the customs data. 
Indian arms export regulations limit the 
use of weaponry to the declared purchaser, 
who risks future sales being terminated if 
unauthorised transfers occur. 

The Kremlin has raised the issue on 
at least two occasions, including during 
a July meeting between Russian Foreign 
Minister Sergei Lavrov and his Indian 
counterpart, three Indian officials said.

Details of the ammunition transfers are 
reported by Reuters for the first time.

The foreign and defence ministries 
of Russia and India did not respond to 
questions. In January, Indian foreign 
ministry spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal 
told a news conference that India had not 
sent or sold artillery shells to Ukraine.

‘Completely 
unwarranted’
Says India on US court 
summons over Khalistani 
separatist
NDTV ONLINE

A US court’s summons to the Indian government over 
Khalistani separatist Gurpatwant Singh Pannun’s civil 
suit, alleging a plot to murder him, was “completely 
unwarranted”, India’s Ministry of External Affairs said. 

In a news briefing yesterday afternoon, Foreign 
Secretary Vikram Misri was asked about the summons by 
the US District Court for Southern District of New York.

The summons names Government of India, National 
Security Advisor Ajit Doval, former R&AW chief Samant 
Goel, R&AW agent Vikram Yadav, and Indian businessman 
Nikhil Gupta and seeks a reply within 21 days.

“When these issues were first brought to our attention, 
we took action. There’s a high-level committee engaged 
(in this matter),” the foreign secretary said. He said this 
was a “completely unwarranted case”. “I invite your 
attention to the person who filed this,” Misri said, adding 
that Pannun’s “antecedent is well-known” and that he is 
from an unlawful organisation. 

Pannun heads the radical Sikhs for Justice and is 
known to put out incendiary speeches and threats against 
Indian leaders and institutions. New Delhi designated him 
a terrorist in 2020.

‘Life or death’ 
for big cities 
should planet 
warm 3C
Researchers warn

AFP, Paris

Longer and more frequent 
heatwaves, soaring demand 
for air conditioning, and 
widespread disease: life 
in cities would become 
unbearable should the 
planet keep warming at 
current rates, researchers 
warned yesterday.

The World Resources 
Institute looked at what 
might happen in nearly 
1,000 major cities if 
temperatures remain on 
track to rise 3 degrees 
Celsius above pre-industrial 
levels.

They found that the 
impact on these cities  
would be dire compared 
to a scenario where global 
warming is restricted to 1.5C.

“At 3 degrees C of 
warming, many cities 
could face month-long 
heatwaves... as well as a 
shifting risk for insect-
borne diseases -- sometimes 
simultaneously,” the 
authors wrote.

Try some nature in 
your background to 
fight Zoom fatigue
AFP, Paris

Feel drained after a long video call? Your tiredness 
could be partly linked to the background on your 
screen, according to a study published yesterday 
which suggested trying an image depicting 
nature.

Whether for work meetings, distance learning 
at school or just catching up with friends and 

family, video calls have become a 
part of daily life for many people 

-- particularly since the Covid 
pandemic.

The amount of time spent 
communicating on these 
screens has given rise to a 
new phenomenon dubbed 

“videoconference fatigue”, 
which can represent physical, 

emotional or cognitive exhaustion.
Two researchers in Singapore were 

interested in testing another element that 
could play a role -- the virtual background people 
choose to conceal what is really behind them.

This could be important because existing 
research “suggests that during videoconferencing, 
users spend the vast majority of their time 
focusing on themselves”, researcher Heng Zhang 
of Singapore’s Nanyang Technological University 
said.

Rather than focusing on the people they are 
talking to, it seems everyone just spends video 
calls checking themselves out.

PALESTINIAN TERRITORIES

UNGA demands Israel 
ends  occupation

Hamas welcomes adoption of non-binding resolution
AGENCIES

UN member states voted Wednesday to 
formally demand an end to the Israeli 
occupation of the Palestinian territories 
within 12 months and the imposition of 
sanctions for non-compliance.

The non-binding resolution, 
which Israel claimed would fuel 
violence, calling it “distorted” 
and “cynical,” is based on 
an advisory opinion from 
the International Court 
of Justice (ICJ) saying 
the occupation since 
1967 was “unlawful.”

There were 124 votes 
in favour, 14 against and 
a notable 43 abstentions, 
with the Palestinian 
delegation heralding the 
adoption as “historic.”

Arab countries called the 
special session just days before dozens 
of world leaders meet at UN headquarters 
to address the kick-off of this year’s General 
Assembly.

The resolution -- the first introduced by the 
Palestinian delegation itself under new rights 
gained this year -- demands Israel “brings to 

an end without delay its unlawful presence in 
the Occupied Palestinian Territory.”

It calls for a withdrawal “no later than 12 
months” from the resolution’s adoption. A 
previous draft gave six months, reports AFP.

“The idea is you want to use the pressure of 
the international community in the 

General Assembly and the pressure 
of the historic ruling by the ICJ 

to force Israel to change its 
behavior,” said Palestinian 

ambassador Riyad 
Mansour on Monday.

Israel firmly rejected 
the resolution.

“This is what cynical 
international politics 

looks like,” foreign 
ministry spokesman Oren 

Marmorstein said on X.
Hamas said it “welcomes 

the adoption”, saying it 
reflected “the international 

community’s solidarity with the 
Palestinian people’s struggle.”

The resolution “demands” the withdrawal 
of Israeli forces from the Palestinian territories, 
a halt to new settlements, the return of seized 
land and property, and the possibility of 
return for displaced Palestinians.

Lebanese army members prepare to carry out a controlled explosion of a battery of a communications device in the town of 
Qlayaa, southern Lebanon yesterday. PHOTO: REUTERS


