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Ozone layer
on road to
recovery: UN

REUTERS, Singapore

The world’s ozone layer is on “the road to
long-term recovery” despite a destructive
volcanic eruption in the South Pacific, the
World Meteorological Organization said
yesterday, after efforts to phase out ozone-
depleting chemicals.

On current trends, the ozone layer is on
track to recover to 1980 levels by around
2066 over the Antarctic, 2045 over the
Arctic and 2040 for the rest of the world,
the United Nations agency said.

Though the volcanic eruption near
Tonga in early 2022 led to a short period
of accelerated depletion of ozone above
Antarctica last year, driven by higher
levels of atmospheric water vapour, overall
losses were limited, it said in its annual
ozone bulletin.

The Montreal Protocol, which came
into effect in 1989, agreed to phase out
chlorofluorocarbons and other ozone-
depleting substances, and its success
“stands out as a powerful symbol of hope”
at a time when multilateral cooperation
has come under strain, said U.N. Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres in a statement.

India SC pauses
‘bulldozer justice’

AFP, New Delhi

India’s top court yesterday ordered
authorities to pause demolishing private

Supporters of National People’s Power (NPP) party’s presidential candidate Anura Kumara Dissanayaka attend an election
rally ahead of the September 21 presidential election, in Dehiowita, Sri Lanka yesterday.

Russia boosting army size
due to ‘threats’: Kremlin

AGENCIES as almost 700,000 troops fight in Ukraine, according to

property as punitive action against people
accused of criminal activity, condemning
the so-called “bulldozer justice”.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s Hindu-
nationalist government has frequently
deployed bulldozers and earthmovers to
flatten property owned by those facing
trial, saying it targets illegal construction
and is a firm response o criminal activity.

The Supreme Court, which is hearing
a clutch of petitions challenging the
campaign, has asked the government to
stall the campaign, until the next hearing
scheduled on October 1.

In a hearing last week, the court said the
practice amounted to “running a bulldozer
over the laws of the land”.

Russia is boosting its army size to 1.5 million active soldiers
due o “threats” along its borders, including hostility in
the West, the Kremlin said yesterday. e

President Vladimir Putin signed a decree on .~ _
Monday boosting the number of active Russian
troops by 180,000 to 1.5 million, making the /
Russian army the second largest in the world by |
active troop size, according to Russian media.

“This is caused by the number of threats |
that exist for our country along the perimeter
of our borders,” Kremlin spokesman Dmitry
Peskov told reporters.

“It is caused by the extremely hostile situation
on the western borders and instability on the eastern
borders,” he added.

The increase marks the third time Putin has ordered troop
increases since the start of the Ukraine conflict in 2022, and

“We cannot consider ourselves to be Muslims if we are oblivious to
the suffering that a Muslim is enduring in Myanmar, Gaza, India, or

any other place.”
Iran’s Supreme Leader ALI KHAMENEI

Putin’s estimate in June.
In the past six weeks, Russia has scrambled troops to halt
a Ukrainian cross-border offensive in its Kursk region,

at energy infrastructure in Ukraine’s northeastern

Sumy region yesterday, after carrying out a drone strike

overnight, cutting power in some districts and forcing
authorities to resort to back-up power systems.

PHOTO: AFP

and also ramped up its offensive in east Ukraine,
reports AI'P.

Neither side regularly publishes data on
military casualties, but independent estimates
point to tens of thousands of dead and
wounded on both sides since the conflict
began in 2022.

Russia has long complained of threats on its

borders, mostly from Nato enlargement.
Meanwhile, Russian forces launched missiles

Jihadist group
claims attack on
Mali capital

AFP, Bamako

An Al-Qaeda-linked jihadist group yesterday
claimed responsibility for an attack on a military
airport and training centre in Bamako, the first
attack of its kind in years to hit the Malian capital.

The Jama’at Nusrat al-Islam wal Muslimeen
(JNIM) group said on its communication channels
that a “special operation” had targeted “the
military airport and the training centre of the
Malian gendarmes in the centre of the Malian
capital” at dawn.

It said the attack caused “huge human and
material losses and the destruction of several
military aircraft”.

Earlier yesterday, Mali’s army said the situation
was “under control” after what it called a foiled
infiltration attempt by “terrorists” into a military
police base. Mali’s military-led authorities generally
use the term “terrorists” to describe jihadists and
separatists in the north of the country.

The precise scale of the attack, targets, means
used, and human toll, remain unclear in a tense
context where the flow of information is restricted
under the ruling junta.

Bamako is normally spared the kind of attacks
that occur in some parts of the West African
country on an almost daily basis.

Zimbabwe (o cull
200 elephants to
feed hungry people

REUTERS, Harare

Zimbabwe plans to cull 200 elephants to feed
communities facing acute hunger after the worst
drought in four decades, authorities said yesterday.

The ElI Nino-induced drought wiped out crops
in southern Africa, impacting 68 million people
and causing food shortages across the region.

“We can confirm that we are planning to cull
about 200 elephants across the country. We are
working on modalities on how we are going to do
it,” Tinashe Farawo, Zimbabwe Parks and Wildlife
Authority (Zimparks) spokesperson, told Reuters.

He said the elephant meat would be distributed
to communities in Zimbabwe affected by the
drought. The cull, the first in the country since
1988, will take place in Hwange, Mbire, Tsholotsho
and Chiredzi districts.
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