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Russian air 
strike injures 
30 civilians
REUTERS, Kyiv

At least 30 people, 
including three children, 
were injured when a 
Russian guided bomb hit 
a high-rise residential 
building in Kharkiv in 
northeastern Ukraine 
yesterday.

“The rescue operation 
in Kharkiv continues. 
A Russian air strike. 
An ordinary residential 
building, a multi-storey 
building, was damaged. 

There is a fire and 
rubble between the 9th 
and 12th floors,” President 
Volodymyr Zelensky said 
on the Telegram messenger 
app.

He posted photos of 
smoke and fire billowing 
out of the windows of a 
multi-storey building. All 
windows had been blown 
out. 

Shanghai braces for 
direct hit from typhoon
Flights, trains cancelled; red alert issued

REUTERS, Shanghai

Shanghai yesterday halted 
transportation links, recalled ships and 
shut tourism spots including Shanghai 
Disney Resort as it braced for Typhoon 
Bebinca, in what could be the strongest 
tropical cyclone to hit the Chinese 
financial hub since 1949.

The Category 1 typhoon, packing 
maximum sustained wind speeds 
near its centre of around 144 kph(89 
mph), was about 400 km southeast of 
Shanghai as of 5:00 pm (0900 GMT). It is 
expected to make landfall along China’s 
eastern coast after midnight today.

The China Meteorological 
Administration issued typhoon red alert 
yesterday afternoon, warning of gales 
and heavy rainfalls in eastern China.

The strongest storm to make landfall 
in Shanghai in recent decades was 
Typhoon Gloria in 1949, which tore 
through the city with gusts of 144 
kph. Shanghai was last threatened by 
a direct hit in 2022 by the powerful 
Typhoon Muifa, which instead landed 
300 km away in the city of Zhoushan, 

in Zhejiang province.
Shanghai is typically spared the 

strong typhoons that hit further south 
in China, including Yagi, a destructive 
Category 4 storm that roared past 
southern Hainan province last week. 
But Shanghai and neighbouring 
provinces are taking no chances with 
Category 1 Bebinca.

All flights will be cancelled at 
Shanghai’s two airports from 8:00 
pm local time, and the operator, the 
Shanghai Airport (Group) Co said it will 
announce adjustments depending on 
typhoon’s impact.

The Shanghai railway station has 
also suspended some services to ensure 
passenger safety, and the Shenzhen 
government said trains to and from 
Shanghai will be halted.

Resorts in Shanghai, including 
Shanghai Disney Resort, Jinjiang 
Amusement Park and Shanghai Wild 
Animal Park, have been temporarily 
closed while most ferries have been 
halted to and from Chongming Island 
- China’s third-biggest island known as 
“the gateway to the Yangtze River”.

A firefighter assists with transporting people and pets on a boat amid evacuation efforts due to flooding in 
Czechowice-Dziedzice, Silesia region, Poland yesterday. One person has drowned in Poland and an Austrian 
fireman has died responding to floods, authorities said yesterday, as Storm Boris lashed central and eastern 
Europe with torrential rains. PHOTO: REUTERS
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56pc of Americans 
support Trump’s 
proposed tariffs
REUTERS, Washington

Donald Trump’s campaign vow to increase tariffs 
on imported goods, particularly from China, has 
the support of a narrow majority of US voters, 
illustrating his economic advantage over rival 
Vice President Kamala Harris, a new Reuters/
Ipsos poll shows.

The Republican former president and his 
Democratic opponent have both vowed to pursue 
tax cuts if they win the November 5 election. But 
voters also credit Trump with being more likely 
to lower the $35 trillion national debt -- even 
though independent economic forecasters say his 
proposals would have the opposite effect.

Some 56 percent of registered voters in the 
September 11-12 poll said they were more likely 
to support a candidate backing a new 10 percent 
tariff, or tax, on all imports, as well as a 60 percent 
tariff on imports from China. By comparison, 41 

percent said they were less likely to 
support a candidate attached 

to that proposal.
The poll showed 

Harris with an overall 
5 - p e r c e n t a g e - p o i n t 
lead over Trump 
nationally, though the 
US presidential race will 
largely be decided in 

about seven battleground 
states.
The poll details Trump’s 

strengths on a key issue, the US 
economy. “This is what’s keeping the 

election so close,” said Karlyn Bowman, a polling 
expert at the conservative American Enterprise 
Institute. 

Bowman said Trump’s advantage flows from 
a perception the economy did well during his 
2017-2021 administration, and from his success 
convincing voters US economic problems stemmed 
from underhanded economic competition from 
other countries, notably China.

The poll found one in three Democrats said 
they were more likely to vote for a candidate 
backing higher tariffs and steep levies on Chinese 
goods, compared with two-thirds who said they 
were less likely to do so.  

Until the Covid-19 pandemic ravaged the 
global economy in 2020, the US economy by 
many measures performed well during the 
Trump administration, boosted by tax cuts for 
consumers. Unemployment was at its lowest in 
decades, although the national debt was rising 
and would explode during the pandemic.

Kejriwal to 
resign as 
Delhi CM in 
two days
REUTERS

Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) 
convener Arvind Kejriwal 
yesterday said that he will 
resign as chief minister 
of the Delhi regional 
government in two days.

Kejriwal was granted 
bail on Friday by India’s 
Supreme Court and left 
prison on Saturday almost 
six months after being 
detained in relation to 
alleged irregularities in the 
capital city’s liquor policy.

Kejriwal is a fierce critic 
of Indian Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and a 
former anti-corruption 
crusader whose decade-old 
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) 
quickly rose to mainstream 
politics, although its clout 
is relatively small compared 
to older opposition parties.

AAP had expected 
that Kejriwal’s release 
from prison would allow 
him to campaign as a 
chief minister in regional 
elections next month in the 
northern state of Haryana, 
and in Delhi early next year.

Kejriwal, announcing 
his resignation as chief 
minister at a meeting with 
AAP workers, said he would 
only return to the post if 
people certify his honesty 
by voting for him in the 
upcoming Delhi election. 

He called on the 
Election Commission to 
bring forward the Delhi 
election to November, from 
February 2025.

Staff, teachers fear they 
are ‘a target’ in Gaza

Says senior UN official after Israeli air strike hits a school-turned-
shelter in the Palestinian territory

AFP, Jerusalem

A senior UN official said Saturday that teachers 
and other UN staff working in Gaza fear they 
are now targets after an Israeli air strike hit 
a school-turned-shelter in the territory this 
week.

Wednesday’s strike on the UN-run Al-Jawni 
School in central Gaza, which is housing 
displaced Palestinians, killed 18 people. 
including six employees of the United Nations 
agency for Palestinian refugees (UNRWA).

It was the deadliest single incident for the 
agency in more than 11 months of war and 
drew international condemnation.

“One colleague said that they’re not wearing 
the UNRWA vest anymore because they feel 
that that turns them into a target,” UNRWA 
senior deputy director Sam Rose told AFP on 
Saturday after visiting the shelter in Nuseirat.

“Another one said that that morning, their 
children had stopped them from coming into 
the shelter,” he said in an online interview from 
Gaza.

The colleagues were gathering for a post-
work meal in a classroom when the strike 
flattened part of the building, leaving only a 
charred heap of rebar and concrete.

“A son of one of the staff had brought a 
meal into the building,” Rose said, adding 
the group then debated whether to eat it in 
the principal’s office before settling on what 
appeared to be a classroom decorated with 
pictures of scientists.

“They were eating when the bomb hit.”
The Israeli military said it had conducted a 

“precise strike” on Hamas members within the 
school grounds and had taken steps to reduce 
the risk to civilians.

The Israeli military published what it said 
was a list of nine Hamas fighters killed in the 

Nuseirat strike, including three it said were 
employees of UNRWA.

An Israeli government spokesman said 
the school had become “a legitimate target” 
because it was used by Hamas to launch 
attacks.

Rose said such statements further battered 
morale among UN staffers still at the school, 
where thousands have sought shelter from 
the offensive that has displaced nearly all of 
Gaza’s 2.4 million population at least once.

“They were particularly angry by the 
allegations that had been made as to the 
involvement of their colleagues in extremist 
and terrorist activities,” Rose said.

“They felt that this really was a stain on the 
memory of dear colleagues, dear friends,” he 
added, describing the mood as “bereft” and 
“desperate”.

UNRWA has said at least 220 members 
of the agency’s staff have been killed in the 
Israeli offensive in Gaza.

On Friday, UNRWA announced one of its 
employees was killed during an Israeli raid in 
the occupied West Bank, the first such death 
in the territory in more than a decade.

UNRWA has more than 30,000 employees 

in the Palestinian territories and elsewhere.
It has been in crisis since Israel accused a 

dozen of its employees of being involved in 
the October 7 attack.

The UN immediately fired the implicated 
staff members, and a probe found some 
“neutrality related issues” but stressed Israel 
had not provided evidence for its main 
allegations.

The health ministry in Hamas-run Gaza 
said yesterday that at least 41,206 people have 
been killed in the Israeli offensive that began 
in October, now in its 12th month.

The toll includes 24 deaths in the previous 
24 hours, according to the ministry, which 
said 95,337 people have been wounded in the 
Gaza Strip.

Gaza’s civil defence agency said Saturday 
that an Israeli air strike hit a house in Gaza 
City where displaced Palestinians had taken 
refuge, killing 11 people, while Israel said it 
struck a Hamas member.

“We have recovered the bodies of 11 
martyrs, including four children and three 
women, after an Israeli warplane hit a three-
storey house of the Bustan family,” agency 
spokesman Mahmud Bassal told AFP.

UNRWA said 220 
members of the 

agency’s staff have 
been killed in the 

Israeli offensive in Gaza


