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MATARBARI POWER PLANT

A move against
public interest

Says ex-River Commission chief Muzibur Rahman
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L Former chairman of the National River
Conservation  Commission,  Muzibur
Rahman, has questioned the decision
to commission the Matarbari coal-fired

Hold proper polls
to uphold spirit

ol mass uprising
Speakers tell rally

DU CORRESPONDENT M s e i
Expectatlons of the country’s people can only be
implemented through a strong election system, said
speakers at a discussion rally yesterday.

Otherwise, the spirit of the mass uprising will fail, they
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in climate fund expenditure.

Sharif Jamil, member secretary of the
organising committee for the Climate
Justice Conference 2023, resented the final
declaration. He called for the development
of renewable energy under Bangladesh’s
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The 20th graduation ceremony of Sunnydale was held at the Pan Pacific

added.

The event was arranged by Gono Mukti Moncho, a
progressive liberation platform, at the Central Shaheed
Minar, marking International Day of Democracy.

Speakers stressed the need for holding a strong
election, involving all political parties that participated in
the mass uprising. It will be a great gift for the nation, as
sacrifices were made with such expectations during the

mass uprising, they said.

The students’ movement turned into a mass uprising
only when all levels of people joined the movement. So,
the democratic spirit of the people has to be upheld, they

also said.

Coordinator Sajib Tushar of Gono Mukti Moncho,
Harijan community’s general secretary Pankaj Bashfor,
activist Tuhin Khan, and Nazifa Jannat, a coordinator
of Anti-Discrimination Student Movement, spoke at the

rally, among others.

‘New Bangladesh’ must
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blame them for this.
There are concerns that
those who come to power
through movements might
act the same way,” he said,
adding that in the past,
asking questions during a
government’s tenure often
came at a price.

“However, there is no
way to get benefitted or
pay the price for asking
questions to us. No one
will get a plot of land,
an apartment, or any
special benefits for asking
questions about us. By
questioning us, we will
learn, and reforms will be

accelerated.”

Another coordinator,
Arif Sohel, said, “This
movement is aimed at

ensuring equality, dignity,
and social justice. Our flag
changed in 1947 and 1971,
but true independence
was not achieved, as
every ruler that followed
contained eclements of

dictatorship.”

He said they believe
the protest movement of
2024 has given rise to a
language of resistance
among the people,
something that was not
achieved in 2018.

“We were able to speak
the language of the people,
which is why we were able
to remove the dictator,”
Sohel said.

Samanta Shermeen,
spokesperson of the newly
formed Jativa Nagorik
Committee, said the idea
of a “New Bangladesh” has
sparked great hopes and

aspirations among the
youth.

“To build this, we must
creale an environment

for public discourse... To
ensure the participation
of all people in reforming
the state’s  structure,
discussions may need to be
organised at the rural level
and in regional settings,”
she added.
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Sonargaon, Dhaka, on Saturday. Dr Haseena Khan, retired professor from the
Department of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology at Dhaka University and
secretary of the Bangladesh Academy of Sciences, attended the event as the
chief guest and awarded graduation certificates to 116 graduates. Chairman Dr
Tanvir Ahmed Khan and Head of School Tazeen Ahmed were also present.

No steps taken over
vandalism of two
shrines in Dhamrai

AKLAKUR RAHMAN AKASH

The shrines of Buchai Pagla and Barkat
Ma, located in Dhamrai upazila within
Dhaka district, were vandalised last
week, but police and the administration
are yet to take any action regarding
these incidents.

On Wednesday, over 500 people
gathered at the Buchai Pagla Mazar
(shrine of Buchai Pagla) in the Batulia
area in Dhamrai and vandalised it. The
incident took place around 12:30pm
and continued for about two hours
before law enforcers and upazila
administration brought the situation
under control, locals said.

They claim that people from other
areas came and attacked the shrine.

Locals also emphasised that no anti-
Shariah activities took place at the shrine.
Drugs were prohibited, and a mosque was
operated using money donated to the
shrine, with part of the funds also going
to a madrasa and people in need.

A video has gone viral on social
media showing groups of people
smashing everything inside the shrine
with sticks, and the main building being
demolished with an excavator.

In Dhamrai’s Islampur, the Barkat Ma
Mazar was vandalised on Thursday from
the evening until late into the night.
Hundreds of people took part in it, said
locals, adding it was mainly women who
used to come to this shrine in groups to
worship and leave. There were no lavish
ceremonies or urus held there.

Residents around  the  shrine
demanded that the attackers, whoever
they are, be brought to justice.

Prof Muhammad Yunus, chief adviser
of the interim government, on Saturday,

announced strict legal action against
any hate speech and attacks on religious
and cultural places and Sufi shrines.

When asked what steps had been
taken regarding the vandalism of the
two shrines in Dhamrai, Mohammad
Abdullah Al Mamun, Dhamrai upazila
nirbahi officer (UNO), said that as soon
as the upazila administration received
information about the vandalism of
the Buchai Pagla Mazar, an executive
magistrate was sent there along with a
team of army and Rab members to stop
the destruction.

“People who vandalised the shrine
have made some demands. We will hear
their demands next Tuesday. I will sit with
them on that day and take a decision.
Besides, the shrine in the Islampur area
was vandalised at night. As soon as we
got the news, we sent our men to stop
it. We have reported both issues to our
higher authorities. We will follow the
instructions that come,” he added.

Dhamrai police OC Monirul Islam
said, “I have just joined the police station.
We were not able to take any action
quickly in the case of shrine vandalism.
We don’t have vehicles. If anyone wants
to file a case regarding the vandalism of
the shrine, they can file a case.”

When asked il any action was being
taken by Rab in the case of the two
shrines in Dhamrai, Jalis Mahmood
Khan, company commander of Rab-4
(CPC-2) Camp, said, “Rab basically starts
a shadow investigation after receiving a
written complaint in any incident. No
one complained about the vandalism of
the shrine. However, we have collected
video footage of both incidents and are
analysing the footage to identify the
individuals involved in the crime.”

power project in Cox’s Bazar, calling it a

move against public interest.

Speaking as the chief guest at a press

conference at the Jatiya

yesterday, during the presentation of the
final declaration of the Climate Justice
Conference 2023, Rahman said,
are responsible for the Matarbari coal-
fired power project. Why did we make
this decision against the public interest?
Establishments and factories occupying
river land must be evicted. They should be
held accountable under the law.”

Rahman also stressed the need for
transparency and accountability to ensure
climate justice and to prevent corruption

Integrated Energy and Power Master Plan,

urging the country to phase out coal and

Press Club

“We

southeast.

gas-based projects...

“The mobilisation campaign in response
to public demands has contributed to
a broader climate justice movement in
Bangladesh. There must be people-oriented,
environmentally
resilient policy frameworks,” said Jamil.

He also emphasised the importance of
fostering dialogue between institutions and
communities, calling for the completion of
the Strategic Environmental Assessment in
the southwest and ensuring transparency
in the Strategic Fcological Survey of the

friendly, and climate-

Overhaul surveillance

FROM PAGE 3
For immediate actions,
Iftekharuzzaman suggested
that theinterim government
should evaluate the need for
multiple security agencies,
including the National
Telecommunication
Monitoring Center.
“In the name of these
security  agencies, the
government has mainly
undermined the people’s
security,” he said, calling for
the immediate destruction
of spyware like Pegasus,
allegedly used by the NTMC
for citizen surveillance.
Barrister Sara Hossain
urged the government to
identify websites spreading
fake videos, leaked calls, and
rumours, many of which
are allegedly sponsored by
security agencies or foreign
entities. She also advocated
for the withdrawal of cases
under the Cyber Security
Act and Digital Security
Act, as well as certain cases
filed under ICT laws.
Shahidul Alam, founder
of Drik Picture Library,
criticised the lack of
transparency regarding
data collection and use.
“As individuals, we were
never informed about how
our data is being preserved
or used, and what
measures would be taken
against misuse,” he said,

emphasising the need for
public awareness around
data protection.

Huma Khan, senior
human rights advisor at the
UN Resident Coordinator’s
office in Bangladesh, said,
“Theissue of misinformation
is worsening, and it could
blind an entire nation.” She
stressed the urgent need
to address this issue before
it further destabilises the
society.

Fahim Mashroor, CEO
of Delivery Tiger -- a courier
marketplace -- emphasised
the importance of individual
data ownership and
empowerment, referring to
personal data as an asset.

“I could sell my data to
a commercial company,
but there is no mechanism
for that in this country.
Facebook and Google are
using my data, but we
[locals| don’t have the same
opportunity,” he said.

Mashroor also
highlighted the misuse of
National ID cards, saying
people are exploiting the
ability to purchase up to
15 SIM cards under a single
NID for activities like black
market investments and
online gambling, often
without the NID holder’s
knowledge.

Fahim Ahmed, CEO of
Pathao, called for a system

that allows consent-based
data sharing  between
businesses, the government,
and other organisations.

Mubin Khan, deputy
editor of The Business
Standard, emphasised the
role of media, NGOs, and
fact-checking organisations
in promoting digital
literacy. He highlighted the
importance of teaching
people about their privacy
rights and how to recognise
misinformation.

Zyma Islam, senior
reporter at The Daily Star,
called for a reevaluation of
the surveillance systems
run by security agencies
like NTMC, DGFI, and NSL

“Our government has
used intelligence agencies
to illegally access citizens’
data and sometimes harass
them. This practice must
not continue in a new digital
Bangladesh,” she said.

The roundtable was
moderated by Tech Global
Institute  Founder  and
Executive Director Sabhanaz
Rashid Diya and Tanjim
Ferdous of The Daily Star.

Other speakers included
Global  Voices  regional
editor Rezwan Islam,
BLAST Advisor Ahmed

Ibrahim, PhD candidate at
Cambridge University Salir
Abdullah, and Barrister
Tazkia Labeeba Karim.
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Unspent tlood relieft
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All the unspent money
has been credited to three
bank accounts of Janata
Bank, Islami Bank and
Sonali Bank and another
mobile banking account.
The account holders of
those joint accounts are
a teacher of the Dhaka
University, and a male and
a female students of DU.

“No money was
transferred from those
accounts,” his  status
reads.

He also said they are
conducting an audit of
the relief fund.

“Soon we will make the

audit report public,” he
said.

Different Facebook
posts were making rounds
in social media for the
last couple of days where
people were criticising
some of the coordinators
for not spending the relief
funds when the flood
victims need it most to
rebuild their houses.

Some of the Facebook
posts were asking for
public statements about
the whereabouts of those
money, amounts ranging
from Tk 5 crore to Tk 11
crore.

Tk 90 lakh lost

FROM PAGE 3

goods lost and damaged
at various offices, sub-
sections and sections of
the parliament building
and submit it to the head of
each department.

The heads of various
departments of the IJS
Bhaban participated in the
meeting and presented the
overall situation.

They put emphasis on
some repair works to be
done on an urgent basis.

In the meeting, three
committees were formed
to strengthen the overall
security of the Parliament
House, Parliament Member
House (Manik Mia and
Nakhal Para), Old MP
Hostel, Minister Hostel,
Secretary  Hostel — and
Sangsad Bhaban residential
areas.

The  meeting also
decided to take necessary
measures after inspecting
the broken, lost and
damaged goods in the
above areas.

The committees were
instructed to  inspect
the goods, which were
damaged and piled up on
the site and shift those to
the oath room.

Minutes after former
prime minister Sheikh
Hasina fled the country
on August 5, thousands of
people defied the curfew

and stormed into the
parliament building.

Within minutes, the
staircase in front of

parliament was filled with
thousands of protesters.
Some entered through
the main entrance while
others climbed through
the boundary fence.

PRAYER
TIMING

SEPTEMBER 16

Fazr Zohr Asr Maghrib Esha

AZAN 4-35 1245 430 6-09 7-45
JAMAAT 510 115 445 6-12 815

SOURCE: ISLAMIC FOUNDATION
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