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Hill cutting on amid 
lax monitoring

MINTU DESHWARA, from Habiganj

Illegal hill cutting has turned 
rampant in Dinarpur Pargana 
under Nabiganj upazila of Habiganj 
district in recent times.

Vested groups have been taking 
advantage of lax monitoring to 
raze hills and sell the soil. As such, 
people living in the foothills are 
passing days amid concern of 
landslides.

Locals expressed frustration over 
the apparent indifference of the 
administration and Department of 
Environment. 

Dinarpur Pargana, comprising 
Debpara, Ghaznaipur, and 
Paniumda unions, is a well-known 
hilly terrain in the upazila.

An environmental organisation, 
Human Rights and Peace for 
Bangladesh, filed a writ petition 
with the High Court in 2015 to 
stop razing of hills in Dinarpur. 
The HC responded by issuing a 
status quo, and directed the deputy 
commissioner and superintendent 
of police in Habiganj to take 
appropriate steps to protect the 
hills.

However, despite the HC 
directives, vested groups remained 

active in cutting hills from different 
areas of Dinarpur over the years.

Visiting the area recently, this 
correspondent observed that a 
large hill in Kandigaon village 
of Ghaznaipur union was being 
razed using excavators by a local 
syndicate led by one Raju Mia since 
September 12. 

The extracted soil was being 
transported to neighbouring 
Bangaon village. 

The hill cutting activities left 
the families living near the hill in a 
precarious situation.

Contacted, Raju Mia claimed 
that he has been extracting soil 
from his own land on the hill. 

“Since no one is given 
permission for hill cutting, I did 
not seek approval from the local 

administration or environment 
department in this regard,” he 
added.

Tofazzal Sohel, general secretary 
and central executive member of 
the Bangladesh Poribesh Andolon’s 
Habiganj unit, said, “The hill razing 
activities in Habiganj’s Nabiganj, 
Bahubal, Chunarughat, and 
Madhavpur upazilas have been 
going on for years, posing grave 
threat to the environment.”

Shahen Deluar, assistant 
commissioner (land) in Nabiganj 
upazila, said they were collecting 
information about the hill cutting 
activities. 

“The primary responsibility for 
filing cases in this connection lies 
with the DoE. If DoE officials are 
present, we can conduct mobile 
court drives under the Environment 
Act,” he added.

Akhtaruzzaman Tuku, deputy 
director of DoE in Habiganj, 
however, said the local land office is 
responsible for addressing the issue 
initially by stopping hill cutting 
activities and taking necessary legal 
actions. 

“I will discuss the matter with 
assistant commissioner (Land) in 
the upazila,” he added.

A large hill in Kandigaon village of Ghaznaipur union being razed using excavators by a local syndicate. Vested groups have been taking 
advantage of lax monitoring to raze hills and sell the soil.
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Shish Haider 
new ICT 
secretary
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

S h i s h 
H a i d e r 
Chowdhury 
has been 
appointed 
as the 
s e c r e t a r y 
for the Information 
and Communication 
Technology (ICT) Division.

The Ministry of Public 
Administration issued a 
notification in this regard 
yesterday.

Prior to this, he was 
serving as a member 
(additional secretary) 
of the International 
Cooperation Division of 
the Bangladesh Trade and 
Tariff Commission.
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Be united against 
corruption
Student leaders hold 

discussion in Narail
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Bagerhat

A discussion was held in Narail yesterday between 
the  local administration and leaders of the anti-
discrimination student movement. 

The meeting, attended by district and police 
officials, political leaders, and media representatives, 
took place in the deputy commissioner’s office.

Attendees included Deputy Commissioner 
Sharmin Akter Jahan, Superintendent of Police 
Kazi Ehsanul Kabir, and Acting Civil Surgeon Dr 
Subrata Kumar,  Additional Deputy Commissioner 
Shashwati Shil and Additional Superintendent of 
Police Tarek Al Mehedi.

Representatives of the anti-discrimination 
student movement, including Wahid Uz Zaman, 
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EXPLOSION AT CTG SHIPYARD

Two more die, 
death toll now 6
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

Two more workers, who were injured in the 
explosion at a shipbreaking yard in Chattogram, 
died at Sheikh Hasina National Burn and Plastic 
Surgery Institute early yesterday.

Jahangir Hawlader, 45, and Barkatullah, 23, 
were declared dead between 6:00am and 6:30am, 
said Tariqul Islam, resident surgeon at the hospital.

Jahangir and Barkatullah had suffered burns 
on 70 and 50 percent of their bodies respectively, 
he said.

With their death, the death toll from the 
incident has risen to six.

The explosion occurred at a shipbreaking 
yard in Sitakunda around 11:40am on September 
7, according to Mohammad Solaiman, 
superintendent of Industrial Police, Chattogram.
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Stop lifting sand 
from Kaliganga
Locals demand at human chain

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Manikganj

Local residents of Bara-Baroil village under 
Nabagram union of Manikganj Sadar upazila 
yesterday formed a human chain demanding 
authorities concerned to stop illegal sand extraction 
from Kaliganga river and remove a pipe from a 
government road in the locality that was installed 
for sand lifting.

People from different walks of life joined the event 
held at around 10:30am. 

Speakers alleged that one Dewan Raju, using 
his political connection with Nabagram union 
parishad chairman Gazi Hassan-Al-Mehdi Suhas, 
had installed a large pipe connected with dredger 
machine on the north side of the village road to lift 
sand from the river and dump it in Nabagram area 
around two months back. 

Despite protests by locals, they did not stop the 
illegal activities and instead harassed and threatened 
the villagers. 

After the Awami League government’s ouster on 
August 5, the UP chairman went into hiding, and 
the sand lifting stopped for a while, before Dewan 
Raju resumed the activities recently using support 
of local BNP leaders, the speakers also alleged. 

Due to the pipe being installed on the road, 
movement of vehicles has become difficult, they also 
said.
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Former home 
minister’s son 
Joty placed on 
4-day remand
COURT CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court yesterday 
placed Safi Muddaser Khan 
Joty, son of former home 
minister Asaduzzaman 
Khan Kamal, on a four-day 
remand for interrogation 
regarding an attempted 
murder case.

Senior Judicial 
Magistrate M Saiful Islam 
passed the order after 
investigation officer Abu 
Taher Mia, sub-inspector 
of Ashulia Police Station, 
produced Joty before the 
court with a seven-day 
remand prayer, said an 
assistant sub-inspector 
working in the court.

Police arrested Joty in 
Uttara early yesterday.

On September 11, 
Robiossani Shipu, student 
of a private university, filed 
the case with Ashulia Police 
Station against former 
prime minister Sheikh 
Hasina and 29 others.

According to the case 
statement, the complainant 
was shot around 4:00pm 
when he participated in the 
quota reform protests in 
front of the Bypail Central 
Jame Masjid in Ashulia on 
August 4.

Human chain 
demands justice 
for Munia
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Freedom fighters and their families formed a 
human chain in Cumilla town hall yesterday, 
demanding a fair trial and justice for the murder 
of college student Mosarat Jahan Munia.

Gathering at the spot around 11:00am yesterday, 
freedom fighter Joynal Abedin, former president 
of Bangladesh Chhatra League’s Cumilla South 
unit Kabirul Islam Sikder, and Munia’s elder 
sister Nusrat Jahan Tania spoke at the protest 
programme.

Abedin said not being able to prosecute the 
murderer of the daughter of a freedom fighter is 
an injustice.
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The hill razing activities 
in Habiganj’s Nabiganj, 
Bahubal, Chunarughat, 

and Madhavpur upazilas 
have been going on for 

years, posing grave threat 
to the environment.

TOFAZZAL SOHEL, BAPA

Four killed in 
road crashes
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 

Mymensingh

At least four persons 
were killed in 
road accidents in 
Mymensingh and 
Kishoreganj on Friday.

In Mymensingh, a 
soldier of Bangladesh 
Army and his wife were 
killed in a road accident 
in Shikarikanda area 
of the city on Friday 
evening. 

The deceased are 
Nazmul Parvez, 32, and 
Dilruba Jebin, 23. 

A Mymensingh-
bound truck hit 
Nazmul’s motorbike 
from behind around 
7:00pm, leaving the 
couple critically injured, 
said Mohammad 
Mainuddin, officer-in-
charge of Mymensingh 
Kotwali Police Station.

They were taken to 
Mymesningh Medical 
College Hospital where 
the doctors declared 
them dead. 
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