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Xi to attend BRICS 
AFP, Beijing

Chinese President Xi Jinping will attend the BRICS 
summit in Russia next month, China’s foreign 
minister announced yesterday.

The summit of emerging economies will be held 
from October 22 to 24 in the southwestern Russian 
city of Kazan, in what the Kremlin hopes will be a 
chance to expand its influence and forge closer 
economic alliances, especially with Beijing.

The BRICS group, an acronym for Brazil, Russia, 
India, China and South Africa, represents almost 
half the world’s population and has since expanded 
to include other major emerging economies 
including the United Arab Emirates and Iran.

Wildfire rages in LA 
AFP, Wrightwood

A wildfire ravaging the hills near Los Angeles had 
swelled in size by over 1,000 percent by Wednesday, 
torching dozens of homes and prompting a state of 
emergency. The Bridge Fire is one of three out-of-
control blazes that have erupted around the United 
States’ second-biggest city.

Authorities issued widespread evacuation orders 
as the fire tore through the towns of Wrightwood 
and Mt Baldy, destroying at least 33 homes, several 
cabins, and racing through a ski resort.

The fire broke that broke out early Sunday has by 
Wednesday afternoon  roared to 49,000 acres.

Millions in SE 

Asia battle floods
Yagi death toll passes 200

AFP, Hanoi

Millions of people across Southeast Asia yesterday 
struggled with flooded homes, power cuts and 
wrecked infrastructure after Typhoon Yagi swept 
through the region, as the death toll passed 200.

In worst-hit Vietnam, the fatalities rose to 197, 
with nine confirmed dead in northern Thailand -- 
where one district is suffering its worst floods in 
80 years.

Yagi brought a colossal deluge of rain that 
has inundated a swathe of northern Vietnam, 
Laos, Thailand and Myanmar, triggering deadly 
landslides and widespread river flooding.

The United Nations children’s agency (UNICEF) 
said the typhoon had damaged more than 140,000 
homes across 26 provinces in Vietnam.

The high waters have devastated more than 
250,000 hectares of crops and huge numbers 
of livestock, Vietnam’s agriculture ministry said, 
with farmland around Hanoi hit hard.

Myanmar’s junta government has set up 
around 50 camps, anticipating that some 70,000 
people could be affected by the floods, Lay Shwe 
Zin Oo, director of the social welfare, relief and 
resettlement ministry told AFP.

In Thailand the death toll has risen to nine, the 
department of disaster prevention said, including 
six killed in landslides in Chiang Mai.

33 held in Manipur
AFP, New Delhi

Indian police have arrested 33 people after a surge 
in ethnic violence in Manipur state, where a curfew 
and an internet blackout have been imposed, 
officers said yesterday.

Fighting broke out in Manipur in May 2023, 
between the predominantly Hindu Meitei majority 
and the mainly Christian Kuki community, an 
ethnic conflict that has since killed at least 200 
people. After months of relative calm, fresh fighting 
erupted this month.

At least 11 people have been killed, including 
in what police called a “significant escalation” 
of violence, with insurgents firing rockets and 
dropping bombs with drones.

UNSC to expand!
REUTERS, United Nations

The United States supports creating two permanent 
United Nations Security Council seats for African 
states and one seat to be rotated among small island 
developing states, US Ambassador to the UN Linda 
Thomas-Greenfield as set to  announce on Thursday.

The push for two permanent African seats and 
a rotating seat for small island developing states is 
in addition to Washington’s long-held support for 
India, Japan and Germany to also get permanent 
seats on the council.

Ahead of making the announcement at the 
Council on Foreign Relations in New York, Thomas-
Greenfield said that US does not support expanding 
veto power beyond the five countries that hold it.

Gaza: where sickness can be 
‘DEATH SENTENCE’

THOMSON REUTERS FOUNDATION

In Gaza, falling ill can be a death sentence. 
Cancer patients are waiting to die, polio 
has returned, and many of the doctors and 
nurses who might have offered help are 
dead while the hospitals they worked at 
have been reduced to rubble.

Doctors and health professionals say 
that even if the Israel-Hamas war were 
to stop tomorrow, it will take years to 
rebuild the healthcare sector and people 
will continue to die because preventable 
diseases are not being treated on time.

“People are dying on a daily basis because 
they cannot get the basic treatment they 
need,” said Riham Jafari, advocacy and 
communications coordinator at rights 
group ActionAid Palestine.

Cancer patients “are waiting for their 
turn to die,” she told the Thomson Reuters 
Foundation.

Last week, Israel and Hamas agreed 
on limited pauses in the fighting to allow 
children to be vaccinated against polio 

after a one-year-old baby boy was found to 
be partially paralysed from the disease, the 
first case in the crowded strip in 25 years.

But even as crowds gathered in the 
southern cities of Rafah and Khan 
Younis for vaccinations on Sept. 5, bombs 
continued to fall in other areas with Gaza 
health officials saying an Israeli strike 
killed five people at the Al-Aqsa Hospital 
in Deir Al-Balah.

“It will take long and so much effort in 
order to restore the level of care that we 
used to have in Gaza,” said Mohammed 
Aghaalkurdi, medical programme lead at 
Medical Aid for Palestinians.

Every day he sees around 180 children 
with skin diseases that he “just cannot 
treat,” he said.

“Due to vaccination campaign 
interruptions, lack of supplies, lack of 
hygiene items and infection prevention 
control material, it (healthcare) is just 
deteriorating.”

Since October 7 last year, more than 
41,000 Palestinians have been killed by 
Israel’s offensive in the enclave, according 
to the Gaza health ministry, with around 
92,000 wounded.

But beyond the death toll from the 
fighting and airstrikes, people are also 
succumbing to illnesses that could be 
cured in normal circumstances.

As with the re-emergence of polio, 
children will bear the brunt of these long-
term consequences, health experts say.

“We are talking about disabilities, we 
are talking about intellectual disabilities, 
mental health issues,” said Aghaalkurdi.

“Things that will stick to the child until 
they die.”

At least 490 healthcare workers have 
been killed since the conflict erupted, 
according to Gaza’s health ministry. A 
Reuters investigation found that 55 highly 
qualified specialist doctors were among 
those killed.

With each specialist killed, Gaza has 
lost a source of knowledge and human 
connections, a devastating blow on top 
of the destruction of most of the Strip’s 
hospitals.

Many people have become weak from a 
lack of food, as prices of basic commodities 
have more than quadrupled since the 
conflict began. When they become ill, they 
are also too frightened to journey to the 
few remaining hospitals, Jafari said.

Eighty-two percent of children aged 
between 6 and 23 months have limited 
access to quality food, according to a 
report by the Global Network Against Food 
Crises, and more than 90% of children 
under 5-years-old suffer from infectious 
diseases.

Meanwhile, skin diseases are rampant 
because of a lack of cleaning supplies and 
hygiene products, Jafari said. In markets, 
a bottle of shampoo can cost around $50.

Israel has severely restricted the flow of 
food and aid into Gaza, and humanitarian 
agencies have warned of the risk of famine.

Waseem Alzaanin, a general 
practictioner with the Palestine Red 
Crescent Society, said the lack of drugs, 
equipment and medical facilities is killing 
his cancer patients.

Gaza’s only cancer centre was destroyed 
earlier this year, he said, and many of 
his stage-one cancer patients are now 
classified as stage-four.

“The most basic requirements are not 
present. We cannot do anything except 
give them painkillers and make them 
comfortable with what life they have left,” 
he said.

“It is like a death sentence,” he added. 
“Let us not kid ourselves. We have no 
medical system.”  

More than 41,000 Palestinians 
killed in Gaza; 92,000 wounded

At least 490 healthcare workers, 
including 55 specialist doctors, 
are among those killed

Almost all of Gaza’s health 
facility destroyed 

More than 90pc of children 
under 5-years-old suffer from 
infectious diseases


