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Typhoon Yagi
toll nears 200

AFP, Hanoi

Residents of Vietnam’s capital waded
through waist-deep water yesterday as
river levels hit a 20-year high and the
toll from the area’s strongest typhoon
in decades rose to at least 179, with
neighbouring nations also enduring
deadly flooding and landslides.

Typhoon Yagi hit Vietnam at the
weekend, carrying winds in excess
of 149 kilometres per hour and a
deluge of rain that has also brought
destructive floods to northern areas
of Laos, Thailand and Myanmar.

A landslide smashed into the
remote mountain village of Lang Nu
in Lao Cai province, levelling it to a
flat expanse of mud and rocks strewn
with debris and laced by streams.

State media said at least 34 people
had been Killed in the village, with
another 46 still missing.

Vietnamese state media said
the total death toll from Yagi — the
strongest storm  to hit northern
Vietnam in 30 years - had risen to 179,
with 145 missing across the country.

Typhoonsin the region are forming
closer to the coast, intensifying more
rapidly, and staying over land longer
due (o climate change.

Iran threatens
‘action’ over
new sanctions

AFP, Tehran

Iran has vowed to respond to fresh
sanctions imposed by Britain, France
and Germany over what they said was
its supply of short-range missiles to
Russia for use in Ukraine.

“This action of the three European
countries is the continuation of
the hostile policy of the West and
economic terrorism against the
people of Iran, which will face the
appropriate and proportionate action
of the Islamic Republic of Iran,” foreign
ministry spokesman Nasser Kanani
said in a statement late Tuesday.

The three governments had
announced they would take steps to
cancel air services agreements with
Iran and “work towards imposing
sanctions on Iran Air”.

“In addition, we will pursue the
designations of significant entities
and individuals involved with Iran’s
ballistic missile programme and the
transfer of ballistic missiles and other
weapons to Russia,” they added.

Iran denied the allegation. “Any
claim that the Islamic Republic of
Iran has sold ballistic missiles to the
Russian Federation is completely
baseless and false,” Kanani said.

Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer (D-NY), US Vice President and Democratic presidential candidate Kamala Harris, US
President Joe Biden, former Mayor of New York Michael Bloomberg and former US president and Republican presidential
candidate Donald Trump attend a remembrance ceremony on the 23rd anniversary of the September 11 terror attack on the World
Trade Center at Ground Zero, in New York City yesterday. Harris and Trump shook hands yesterday at the memorial, hours after
they clashed in a combustible TV debate.

US, UK vow to work for
Ukraine’s victory

Top diplomats of the nations discuss long-range arms supply to Ukraine

AGENCIES

diplomats yesterday vowed (o
work together for Ukraine’s
victory as they discussed
further easing rules on firing
Western weapons into Russia,
whose alleged acquisition of
Iranian missiles has raised new
fears.

In a rare joint trip, US

Soldiers kill two
‘rebels’ in J&K

AFP, Srinagar

Indian soldiers in Kashmir killed two suspected
militants vesterday, the army said, the latest
clashes during campaigning for local elections in
the disputed region.

Muslim-majority Kashmir has been divided
between rivals India and Pakistan since their
independence from British rule in 1947, and both
claim the Himalayan territory in full.

India-controlled Kashmir is gearing up for the
first local assembly elections in a decade, with
voting in the three-phased poll beginning on
September 18.

The Indian army said “two terrorists were
neutralised”, a term they use indicating the men
had been killed. The clashes took place Kathua, in
the territory’s southern district of Jammu, which
is majority Hindu. Rebels have fought Indian
forces for decades, demanding independence or a
merger with Pakistan.

About 500,000 Indian troops are deployed in
the region, battling a 35-year insurgency that has
killed tens of thousands of civilians, soldiers and
rebels since 1989.

On Monday, the army said it had killed
two gunmen on the Indian side of the heavily
militarised de facto border with Pakistan.

The territory has been without an elected local
government since 2019, when its partial autonomy
was cancelled and it was brought under New

PHOTO: AFP Delhi’s direct rule.

Rahul denounces
‘ideological war’
in India

AFP, Washington
Indian opposition leader Rahul Gandhi on
Tuesday denounced an “ideological war” in the
South Asian country, ruled by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and his Hindu nationalist party.
Rahul Gandhi said there were “two completely
different visions” between his Congress party
and Modi’s Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) as he
spoke to the National Press Club in the US capital
Washington.
“We believe in a plural vision, a vision where
everybody has a right to thrive... an India where

Biden, while strongly
r supportive of Ukraine, has
previously made clear he wants
to avoid devolving into direct
conflict between the United
States and Russia, the world’s
two leading nuclear powers.
Blinken, speaking Tuesday
in London alongside Lammy,
said the United States was
committed to  providing

Secretary of State Antony
Blinken took the nine-hour
train from Poland (o Kyiv
alongside Foreign Secretary
David Lammy, whose (wo-
month-old Labour government
has vowed to keep up Britain’s
role as a key defender of
Ukraine.

At three-way talks with
their Ukrainian counterpart,
Blinken said the visit sent
a “strong message that we
are committed to Ukraine’s

success, committed to
Ukraine’s victory”.
Lammy also  promised

British support until the war

of “Russian imperialism and
aggression come to an end”
and called attacks that have
killed Ukrainians “horrific,
barbaric, unbelievable”.

“The only person that gains
from any sense that we are not
together” is Russian President
Vladimir Putin, Lammy said.

The trip comes at a fraught
time for Ukraine, with Russia
advancing on the key logistics
hub of Pokrovsk in the ecastern
Donetsk region and a month
after Kyiv launched a shock

counter-offensive into Russia’s
Kursk region.

President Volodymyr
Zelensky has ramped up his
requests over recent months
to the West to provide weapons
with more firepower and fewer
restrictions.

US President Joe Biden,
asked in Washington whether
he would let Ukraine use
longer-range weapons for
strikes on Russian targets,
said: “We’re working that out
right now.”

Ukraine with “what they need
when they need it to be most
effective in dealing with the
Russian aggression”.

Asked how Moscow would
respond to such a development,
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry
Peskov told reporters
Wednesday  the  response
“will be appropriate,” without
providing specific details.

He said the authorisation of
Ukrainian strikes on Russian
territory  would serve as
“further proof” of why Moscow
launched its offensive, which
he said was itself an “answer” to
the West’s support for Ukraine.

you're not persecuted because of what religion
you believe in, or what community you come from,
or which language you speak,” he said.

Gandhi, 54, was appointed in June to lead
India’s opposition in parliament, a key post that
had been vacant for a decade.

In Washington, Gandhi said India had a
problem with participation of weaker castes,
pointing in particular to Dalits -- the once so-
called “untouchables” in India’s caste system.

“So there is a very small percentage of India
which is controlling the entire infrastructure,”
Gandhi said.

He also criticised Modi’s handling of relations
with China,.

“We’ve got Chinese troops occupying land the
size of Delhi. I think that’s a disaster. I don’t think
Mr Modi’s handled China well at all,” he said.
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