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Tarek Reaz 
Khan made 
NRB Bank MD
STAR BUSINESS DESK

Tarek Reaz Khan 
has been appointed 
as the managing 
director of NRB Bank 
PLC recently for a 
three-year term.

Prior to joining his 
new job, Khan was 
serving Padma Bank 
PLC as the managing 
director and chief executive officer, according to a 
press release.

He started his professional banking career 
with Standard Chartered Bangladesh as a trainee 
officer in 1997 and worked in different capacities, 
including senior management positions, 
particularly in the domain of retail and branch 
banking for 16 years.

He previously served at Premier Bank PLC, 
Bank Alfalah Bangladesh and Mutual Trust Bank 
PLC in his illustrious career of 30 years.

He had overseas attachment exposure in the 
UAE, India and Malaysia during his time with 
Standard Chartered Bank. He also had attachment 
exposure in Pakistan during his time with Bank 
Alfalah Bangladesh.

Khan has led multiple strategic organisational 
transformation initiatives across different banks, 
where he served and contributed significantly 
towards the fundamental improvement in the 
specific areas of business, risk, operations, support 
functions, technology and human resources, 
which ensured the growth of those banks.

Tarek Reaz Khan

STAR BUSINESS DESK

Some 39 sustainable brand initiatives were 
awarded in the 2nd SDG Brand Champion 
Awards 2024, organised by AkijBashir 
Group in association with Intellier and 
The Daily Star, at the Le Méridien Dhaka 
on Tuesday.

Among the awardees, 16 initiatives 
received the Winner accolade and 23 
received the Honourable Mentions.

Initiated by Bangladesh Innovation 
Conclave, this award aimed to recognise 
and honour private organisations 
and brands that have contributed 
outstandingly to achieving the United 
Nations Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) in Bangladesh.

Syeda Rizwana Hasan, adviser to the 
Ministry of Environment, Forest and 
Climate Change, and the Ministry of Water 
Resources, attended the ceremony as the 
chief guest, according to a press release.

Addressing the occasion and the 
awardees, Rizwana Hasan said, “What we 
see here today, through these awards, are 
not just achievements. They are examples 
of how collaboration, leadership, and 
commitment can translate into real-
world impact.”

“As we work towards achieving the 
SDGs, we need to continue fostering these 
partnerships between the private and 
public sectors, NGOs, and communities. 
Together, we can tackle the challenges 
that lie ahead and create an inclusive and 

sustainable Bangladesh that we can all be 
proud of.”

The award gala was preceded by the 
inaugural edition of AkijBashir Group 
Presents Sustainability Summit in 
association with Intellier and The Daily Star.

While presenting a keynote paper, 
Zaved Akhtar, chairman and managing 
director of Unilever Bangladesh and 
president of the Foreign Investors’ 
Chamber of Commerce & Industry, 
shared insights on why sustainability is 
critical for Bangladeshi businesses and 
how they should pursue it.

Bashiruddin Ahmed, chairman of 
AkijBashir Group, conducted a case study 
on the sustainable practices.

Supported by Creative IT Institute, 
Bangladesh Brand Forum and Sustainable 
Brand Initiative organised the summit 
and the award gala in collaboration with 
International Advertising Association 
Bangladesh, Asia Marketing Federation 
and the Marketing Society of Bangladesh.

The aamra Technologies was 
technology partner, whereas Le Méridien 
Dhaka was hospitality partner and 
Backpage PR was PR partner in the event.

Opening the summit, Shariful Islam, 
founder and managing director of 
Bangladesh Innovation Conclave, said, 
“The future of Bangladesh lies in the 
hands of those who dare to be pioneers of 
positive change.

“Today, we are not just discussing 
sustainability as a concept, but as a 
practice that must be embedded into the 
DNA of every brand and organisation.”

“We stand at the cusp of transformation, 
and the decisions we make today will 
define the legacy we leave for future 
generations,” he added.

Winners of 39 sustainable brand initiatives pose for photographs with trophies in the 2nd SDG Brand Champion Awards 2024, organised 
by AkijBashir Group in association with Intellier and The Daily Star, at Le Méridien Dhaka on Tuesday.   PHOTO: BACKPAGE PR

39 brands honoured for 
sustainability efforts

Prime Bank, Dotlines 
sign deal on payroll 
banking services
STAR BUSINESS DESK

Prime Bank PLC recently signed an agreement 
with tech company Dotlines, aimed at enhancing 
banking services for the latter’s employees.

Md Nazeem A Choudhury, deputy managing 
director of the bank, and Biplob Ghosh Rahul, 
director of the tech company, penned the deal in 
Dhaka, the bank said in a press release.

Under the agreement, the bank will extend 
exclusive benefits to the tech company’s employees 
and all its concerns.

Employees will be able to avail various benefits 
including preferential offers in accounts, credit 
cards, loans, and digital banking solutions.

These offerings are designed to empower 
employees with enhanced financial flexibility and 
seamless banking experiences.

Shaila Abedin, executive vice-president and 
head of Women Banking and Affluent Segment 
of the bank, and Anup Kanti Das, head of payroll 
banking, along with other senior officials from both 
organisations were also present.

Md Nazeem A Choudhury, deputy managing director of Prime Bank, and Biplob Ghosh 
Rahul, director of Dotlines, pose for photographs while exchanging signed documents of 
an agreement at the bank’s head office in Dhaka recently. PHOTO: PRIME BANK

Universal College 
Bangladesh, EBL sign 
industry-academia 
collaboration deal
STAR BUSINESS DESK

Universal College Bangladesh, a pioneering 
international education provider in the country, 
signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) with 
Eastern Bank PLC (EBL) with a vision to bridge the gap 
between industry and academia.

Manas Singh, chief executive officer of STS Group, 
and M Khorshed Anowar, deputy managing director, 
head of retail and SME banking of the bank, penned 
the MoU at the Universal College Bangladesh campus 
in Dhaka, said a press release.

Singh said, “This partnership will go a long way 
in securing the future for our bright students by 
enriching their educational experiences and exposing 
them to the practicality of the industry”.

Over the recent months, Universal College 
Bangladesh has undertaken a series of partnership 
initiatives with different reputed organisations where 
students can gain valuable exposure to practical 
learning after the completion of their degrees.

This collaboration is expected to enhance students’ 
career opportunities through exclusive placement and 
internship opportunities at the bank.

Students will also take part in training programmes, 
knowledge-sharing sessions, guest lectures, career 
guidance, and mentoring sessions.

The partnership provides students with access 
to industry-leading resources and networking 
opportunities.

The Universal College is enabling Bangladeshi 
students to accelerate their global-standard higher 
education journeys after O/AS/A/HSC levels.

Manas Singh, chief executive officer of STS Group, 
and M Khorshed Anowar, deputy managing director 
and head of retail and SME banking of Eastern 
Bank PLC, pose for photographs after signing a 
memorandum of understanding recently. 
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