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US, CHINESE MILITARY TENSIONS

Top brass hold first call to stabilise ties
REUTERS, Beijing

The United States and China held 
theatre-level commander talks for 
the first time yesterday, Chinese 
authorities said, amid efforts to 
stabilise military ties and avoid 
misunderstandings, especially 
in regional hot spots such as the 
South China Sea.

Washington seeks to open 
new channels of regular military 

communication with Beijing since 
ties sank to a historic low after the 
US downed a suspected Chinese 
surveillance balloon last year.

Admiral Sam Paparo, head of 
the US Indo-Pacific Command, 
held a video telephone call with 
his counterpart Wu Yanan of the 
Southern Theater Command of the 
People’s Liberation Army (PLA).

The US Indo-Pacific Command’s 
areas of responsibility include the 

South China Sea and the Taiwan 
Strait.

Both sides had an “in depth 
exchange of views on issues of 
common concern,” the Chinese 
defence ministry said in a readout.

The call followed a meeting in 
Beijing last month between US 
National Security Adviser Jake 
Sullivan and Chinese leader Xi 
Jinping’s leading military adviser, 
at which the talks were agreed.

RAPE-MURDER OF DOCTOR

West Bengal doctors 
won’t return to work 
until demands met
REUTERS, Kolkata

Junior doctors in India’s West Bengal state have 
vowed to keep up a strike in protest at the rape and 
murder of a trainee doctor unless their demands are 
met, defying a Supreme Court deadline.

While demonstrations in other states have been 
gradually called off after the Supreme Court formed 
a hospital safety task force, doctors in West Bengal, 
where the incident happened at the RG Kar Medical 
College and Hospital in Kolkata, have continued 
their protest.

The West Bengal Junior Doctors’ Front marched 
in Kolkata yesterday, with junior doctors from 
several medical colleges in the state lending support, 
to press its demands for justice for the victim and 
better security at hospitals.

The group had said it would “consider” the court’s 
order on Monday directing protesters resume work 
by Tuesday evening only if its demands were tackled 
by the deadline.

“Otherwise, we will understand that the 
government does not wish to end the deadlock,” the 
group, which represents about 7,000 physicians in 
the state, said in a statement on Monday.

Officials from West Bengal’s health department 
told Reuters that the protesters’ concerns, including 
additional CCTV coverage, deployment of female 
security personnel, adequate lighting, toilets, and 
resting spaces, were being addressed.

West Bengal state authorities said ensuring these 
provisions will require a little time, but works are 
underway.

Demonstrators attend a protest march to demand an end to the latest spurt of ethnic violence, in Imphal, Manipur 
yesterday. India’s strife-torn northeastern state of Manipur ordered an internet blackout yesterday, after imposing 
a curfew following days of deadly ethnic violence and clashes between protesters and police. PHOTO: REUTERS

SUPER TYPHOON YAGI

Death toll in 
Vietnam rises to 
82; 64 missing
REUTERS, Hanoi

Severe floods are expected to inundate parts of 
Vietnam’s north, including the capital Hanoi, 
government officials said, as the aftermath of 
typhoon Yagi, the most powerful storm to hit Asia 
so far this year, continues to extract a deadly toll.

Landslides and floods triggered by the typhoon 
have killed at least 82 people and 64 others are 
missing in the north, the disaster management 
agency said on Tuesday in its latest update on the 
situation.

Most of the victims were killed in landslides and 
flash floods, the agency said in a report, adding 

that 752 people have been 
injured.

Other northern 
areas, including the 

industrial hubs of 
Bac Giang and Thai 
Nguyen which host 
factories of several 
ex p o r t - o r i e n t e d 
m u l t i n a t i o n a l s 

including Samsung 
Electronics and 

Apple supplier 
Foxconn are also facing 

severe flooding, state 
media reported. It was not 

immediately clear if the companies 
were affected.

The typhoon made landfall on Saturday on 
Vietnam’s northeastern coast, devastating a 
large swath of industrial and residential areas 
and bringing heavy rains that caused floods and 
landslides. It had previously hit the Philippines 
and the southern Chinese island of Hainan.

Several rivers in northern Vietnam have risen 
to alarming levels, leaving villages and residential 
areas inundated, according to the disaster agency 
and state media.

A 30-year-old bridge over the Red River in 
the northern province of Phu Tho collapsed on 
Monday, leaving eight missing, according to a 
statement from the provincial People’s Committee.

Authorities have subsequently banned or 
limited traffic on other bridges across the river, 
including Chuong Duong Bridge, one of the 
largest in Hanoi, according to state media reports.

Last India polls 
‘controlled’
Accuses Rahul Gandhi 

REUTERS, New Delhi

India’s opposition leader Rahul Gandhi yesterday said 
he did not view this year’s two-month general elections 
as a free exercise, but rather as one structured to deliver 
an advantage to Prime Minister Narendra Modi, without 
citing evidence.

But Modi suffered a rare setback instead, as the 
opposition made a strong showing, costing his Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) its outright majority.

“They (BJP) had a huge financial advantage and they 
had locked our bank accounts,” Gandhi said at an event at 
Georgetown University in Washington.

“The Election Commission was doing what they 
wanted. The entire campaign was structured so that Mr. 
Modi could do his thing across the country,” he added.

“I don’t view it as a free election. I view it as a controlled 
election.”

Gandhi said, “I don’t believe 
that in a fair election, the 
BJP would come anywhere 
near 240 seats. I would be 
surprised.”

BJP won 240 seats on 
its own, or 32 short of 
half the 543 members in 
parliament’s lower house, but 
formed the government, as his 
15-party National Democratic 
Alliance (NDA) won 293 seats.

The opposition INDIA alliance led by 
Gandhi’s centrist Congress party won 230 seats. Congress 
on it own won 99.

In response, Agricultural Minister Shivraj Singh 
Chouhan said Gandhi was trying to besmirch the image of 
the nation, an activity he sought to portray as treasonous.

“Due to being defeated consecutively for the third time, 
anti-BJP ... anti-Modi sentiments have taken root in his 
mind,” Chouhan told reporters.

“He is constantly trying to malign the image of the 
country, which is equivalent to treason.”

“We are not closed to business from China...I 
think the issue is, which sectors do you do 
business and what terms do you do business? 
It’s far more complicated than a black and 
white binary answer.” 

SUBRAHMANYAM JAISHANKAR
Indian minister of external affairs at a conference in Berlin.  


