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Last India polls

‘controlled’
Accuses Rahul Gandhi

REUTERS, New Delhi

India’s opposition leader Rahul Gandhi yesterday said
he did not view this year’s two-month general elections
as a free exercise, but rather as one structured to deliver
an advantage to Prime Minister Narendra Modi, without
citing evidence.

But Modi suffered a rare setback instead, as the
opposition made a strong showing, costing his Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) its outright majority.

“They (BJP) had a huge financial advantage and they
had locked our bank accounts,” Gandhi said at an event at
Georgetown University in Washington.

“The Election Commission was doing what they
wanted. The entire campaign was structured so that Mr.
Modi could do his thing across the country,” he added.

“I don’t view it as a free election. I view it as a controlled
election.”

Gandhi said, “I don’t believe
that in a fair election, the ~
BJP would come anywhere
near 240 seats. I would be |
surprised.” ‘

BJP won 240 seats on |
its own, or 32 short of
half the 543 members in
parliament’s lower house, but
formed the government, as his
15-party National Democratic

Alliance (NDA) won 293 seats.
The opposition INDIA alliance led by
Gandhi’s centrist Congress party won 230 seats. Congress
on it own won 99.
In response, Agricultural Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan said Gandhi was trying to besmirch the image of
the nation, an activity he sought to portray as treasonous.
“Due o being defeated consecutively for the third time,
anti-BJP ... anti-Modi sentiments have taken root in his
mind,” Chouhan told reporters.
“He is constantly trying to malign the image of the
country, which is equivalent to treason.”

Demonstrators attend a protest march to demand an end to the latest spurt of ethnic violence, in Imphal, Manipur
yesterday. India’s strife-torn northeastern state of Manipur ordered an internet blackout yesterday, after imposing
a curfew following days of deadly ethnic violence and clashes between protesters and police. PHOTO: REUTERS

US, CHINESE MILITARY TENSIONS

SUPER TYPHOON YAGI
Death toll in
Vietnam rises to
82; 64 missing

REUTERS, Hanoi
Severe floods are expected to inundate parts of
Vietnam’s north, including the capital Hanoi,
government officials said, as the aftermath of
typhoon Yagi, the most powerful storm to hit Asia
so far this year, continues to extract a deadly toll.
Landslides and floods triggered by the typhoon
have Kkilled at least 82 people and 64 others are
missing in the north, the disaster management
agency said on Tuesday in its latest update on the
situation.
Most of the victims were killed in landslides and
flash floods, the agency said in a report, adding
— that 752 people have been
injured.
Other northern
areas, including the
industrial hubs of
Bac Giang and Thai
Nguyen which host
factories of several
export-oriented
multinationals
including Samsung
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Top brass hold first call to stabilise ties Hecronics and

Apple supplier
REUTERS, Beijing communication with Beijing since South China Sea and the Taiwan . Foxconn are also faFlng
""""" ) ties sank to a historic low after the Strait. severe flooding, state
The United States and China held US downed a suspected Chinese Both sides had an “in depth ) .Ined@ reported. It was not
theatre-level commander talks for  surveillance balloon last year. exchange of views on issues of immediately clear if the companies
the first time yesterday, Chinese Admiral Sam Paparo, head of common concern,” the Chinese we$haﬂe§t%d. de landfall S dav
authorities said, amid efforts to the US Indo Pacific Command, defence ministry said in a readout. Viet ¢ bp oonlhma le andia lond ?tl:rl.a)’ on
stabilise military ties and avoid held a video telephone call with The call followed a meeting in lalrc ga;?;\;:thng iggzsctrrrilal Ca(;?c? ’resigje?ftizlnﬁeaz
misunderstandings, especially  his counterpart Wu Yanan of the Beijing last month between US ang bringing heavy rains that caused floods and
in regional hot spots such as the Southern Theater Command of the National Security Adviser Jake Jandsli de% I% had ’ reviously hit t"he Phili - ines
South China Sea. People’s Liberation Army (PLA). Sullivan and Chinese leader Xi d the south cﬁ' 13 of Ha pp

Washington seeks to open The US Indo-Pacific Command’s Jinping’s leading military adviser, and the southern Ghinese island ol Hainan.

new channels of regular military areas of responsibility include the at which the talks were agreed.
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e-Tender Notice

Dated: 10-09-2024

Sl
Mo,

vi nder (Works) No. 03/2024-25
e-Tender is invited in the national e-GP system poral (https:/‘www.eprocure.gov.bd) for the procurement of
following work, details are given below:
Last Time for Closing &
Tender Tender Last selling
10 Mo Packsge No & Name of Scheme Muthod | Db tims Tuduﬂ:iq m(:re:n:ﬂ

2023-24/W2-06287

Construction of additional Class room of Andhar
1014535 | Manik GPS under PEDP4. 4 room (1v+3wF1) o™ 02 Oct, 2024 | 02 Oct, 2024 02 Oct, 2024
Package No.: e-TendenPEDP4/MANHAR/

at 12:00 PM 100 PM

at 4:00 PM

These are online tenders, where only e-Tender will be accepted in the National e-GP portal and no offline/hard

copies will be accepted. To submit e-Tender, registration in the Mational e-GP system portal (hitps:/'www. eprocyre,
gow.bd) is required. Further information and guidelines are available in the National e-GP system portal, e-GP help desk

¥ also from email: geharimampur@leed gov.bd Interested persons can communicate with the

undersigned during office hours.

GD-404

Upazila Engineer
LGED
Harirampur, Manikganj.
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E-mail: spgaibandal@police gov bd

Several rivers in northern Vietnam have risen
to alarming levels, leaving villages and residential
areas inundated, according to the disaster agency
and state media.

A 30-year-old bridge over the Red River in
the northern province of Phu Tho collapsed on
business and what terms do you do business? Monday, leaving eight missing, according to a
It’s far more complicated than a black and statement from the provincial People’s Committee.
white binary answer.” Authorities have subsequently banned or

SUBRAHMANYAM JAISHANKAR limited traffic on other bridges across the river,

— Indian minister of external affairs at a conference in Berlin. mdUdH,lg Chupng Dup ng Bridge, Or,le of the
largest in Hanoi, according to state media reports.

“We are not closed to business from China...I
think the issue is, which sectors do you do

RAPE-MURDER OF DOCTOR Government of the Peaple’s Republic of Bangladesh
West Bengal dOCtOrS Office of the Executive Engineer

Education Engineering Department
Marail

Won,t return tO Work www _eed narail_gov bd
. e-Tender Notice No. 2094-05/2024-2025 Date: 10/09/2024
until demands met

e-Tender is invited in the National e-GP System Portal (hiip://www eprocure gov bd) for the procurement

of the following works under EED, Narail District as mentioned below.
REUTERS, Kolkata :
........ . Tender lender
Junior doctors in India’s West Bengal state have S_L 'I'cndlc:r Package Identification of package Procurement | document lust closing
vowed to keep up a strike in protest at the rape and No. | ID Ne. Na. method ;s:::%‘g‘l'[:‘:g d;;fk
murder of a trainee doctor unless their demands are |!:“; %
met, defying a Supreme Court deadline. 01 | 1014331 [NARAIL/7| Vertical Extension of Existing | OTM | 30/09/2024 | 01/10/2024
While demonstrations in other states have been T ) . Buildi : ; ;
) 016/2022-| Academic Building (3rd Floor) (16:00) {13:00)
gradua_lly called off after the Supreme Court formed J3/WRO1| Including  Sanitary, Water
a hospital safety task force, doctors in West Bengal, Supply & Electrifications
where the incident happened at the RG Kar Medical Warks at Hawsons Kamshia
College and Hospital in Kolkata, have continued Secondary School, Kalia, Narail
their protest. (Re-Tender).

The West Bengal Junior Doctors’ Front marched 02 | 1014342 [NARAIL/7| Verrical Extension of Existing OTM 30/09/2024 | 01/10/2024
in Kolkata yesterday, with junior doctors from 016/2022-| Academic Building (1st, 2nd & (16:00) {13:00)
several medical colleges in the state lending support, 23/WR-02| 3rd Floor) Including Sanitary,
to press its demands for justice for the victim and Water Supply & Electrifications
better security at hospitals. Works at Sheikh Fazilatunnesa

The group had said it would “consider” the court’s Mujib Girl's High School,
order on Monday directing protesters resume work Kalia, Narail (Re-Tender).

by Tuesday evening only if its demands were tackled
by the deadline.

This is an online tender where only e-Tender will be acceptable in the National ¢-GP System Portal and
no offling/hard copies will be accepted. To submit e-Tender Al renewed up to FY.2023-24 enlistment

“Otherwise, we will understand that the Category Contractor of Education Engineering Department under All District who are registered in the
government does not wish to end the deadlock,” the National e-GP System Portal (hitp://www.eprocure.gov.bd) will be eligible. The fees for downloading
group, which represents about 7,000 physicians in the e-Tender document from the National e-GP System Portal have to be deposited online through any
the state, said in a statement on Monday. registered bank’s branches up to 12:00 on 01/10/2024, Further information and guidelines are available in

Officials from West Bengal’s health department the National e-GP System Porial and from e-GP help desk (helpdeski@eprocure gov.bd). The procuring
told Reuters that the protesters’ concerns, including entity reserves the right to accept or reject any or all tender{s) withoul assigning any reason whatsoever.
additional CCTV coverage, deployment of female
security personnel, adequate lighting, toilets, and e
resting spaces, were being addressed. (-_/d TRt

West Bengal state authorities said ensuring these ~ Arunava Roy
provisions will require a little time, but works are _ Executive Engineer (c.c)
underway. Education L-nglt.!ccr.mg Department
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