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SELLING CHILD TO PAY BILLS

NHRC takes steps 
to look into it
Asks DC to submit report 
by October 15
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) 
yesterday took suo motu cognisance of a story 
published in The Daily Star on September 8, 
2024, titled “Baby girl sold to pay injured father’s 
hospital bills,” asking the deputy commissioner of 
Dinajpur to submit a report on the news.

The commission is gravely concerned by the 
contents of the report and has initiated action to 
ensure the rights of the affected family, said an 
NHRC press release. 

NHRC has directed the DC of Dinajpur to 
investigate the matter and submit a report by 
October 15. 

This includes ensuring proper treatment for 
Abdur Rashid, gathering the couple’s views on 
the situation of their sold child, and verifying the 
child’s welfare. Additionally, the commission has 
called for financial assistance to be provided to the 
family, it added. 

In the suo motu, the commission termed the 
incident a tragic violation of human rights. 
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Four die in pickup, 
autorickshaw 
collision in Bagerhat
17, including 5 children, 
injured in Sherpur crash
STAR REPORT

Four people were killed and another injured in a 
head-on collision between a pickup truck and a 
CNG-run auto-rickshaw on the Bagerhat-Khulna 
highway in Bagerhat’s Nawapara town  yesterday.

Three of the victims were identified as Shawkat, 
40, Masum, 30, and Nipa, 28, a teacher at a 
government primary school in Bagerhat Sadar, 
said police. 

The identity of the other deceased could not be 
known immediately. 

The accident occurred around 9:30am when 
a Khulna-bound pickup collided with the auto-
rickshaw coming from the opposite direction, 
said Ashraful Haque, sub-inspector of Katakhali 
Highway Police Station. 
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Plot owners attempted to clean this area by setting trees on fire. These plots are designated for future residential projects. However, the 
fire also causes extensive damage to the surrounding area and environment, mostly through the smoke. The photo was taken from the Beel 
Pabla area of Dumuria in Khulna yesterday. PHOTO: HABIBUR RAHMAN

MOKAMMEL SHUVO

Around 5,000 Rohingyas are 
gathering across the border to 
enter Bangladesh at Lal Dwip in 
Myanmar, across from Jalia Dwip 
in Teknaf upazila of Cox’s Bazar, 
according to border sources.

In the past 48 hours up to 
yesterday noon, over a thousand 
Rohingyas have crossed into 
Bangladesh through various 
borders in Teknaf.

These individuals are fleeing 
Myanmar due to escalating 
violence from both the Myanmar 
military and Arakan Army rebels 
in Rakhine State. 

They alleged facing 
indiscriminate attacks, including 
murder, rape, and arson, primarily 
by the Arakan Army in recent days.

The Rohingyas are paying 
human traffickers significant sums 
to facilitate their illegal entry. 

Some are charged up to Tk 
20,000 per person or Tk 50,000 
for boat transport to Bangladesh, 
said Abu Sadek, a Rohingya who 
has arrived recently. At least a 
dozen others echoed him.

According to multiple sources, 
more Rohingyas have gathered at 
the borders to enter Bangladesh.

Local authorities are struggling 

FLEEING PERSECUTION IN MYANMAR

Rohingyas in hundreds 
gather across the border

In the past 48 hours up 
to yesterday noon, over 
a thousand Rohingyas 

have crossed into 
Bangladesh through 

various borders 
in Teknaf. These 
individuals are 

fleeing Myanmar 
due to escalating 

violence from both the 
Myanmar military and 
Arakan Army rebels in 

Rakhine State.
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DENGUE OUTBREAK

1 dies, 615 get 
hospitalised 
in 24 hours
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Single-day dengue cases 
have surged past 600 for 
the first time this year, 
raising concerns among 
health experts.

The Directorate General 
of Health Servic reported 
that one dengue patient 
died and 615 others were 
hospitalised in the 24 hours 
leading up to yesterday 
morning.

This brings the total 
number of deaths to 97, 
with 16,285 cases recorded 
so far this year. Of these, 
9,198 are from outside 
Dhaka.
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SAGAR-RUNI

Investigators 
get chance 
to probe for 
113th time
COURT CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court yesterday 
asked Rab to submit by 
October 15 the probe 
report of a case filed over 
the murders of journalist 
couple Sagar Sarowar and 
Meherun Runi.

This is the 113th extension 
of the deadline for probe 
report submission.

Dhaka Additional Chief 
Metropolitan Magistrate 
Md Mahbubul Haque 
passed the order after Rab’s 
Additional Superintendent 
Khondoker Md Shafiqul 
Alam, also investigating 
officer of the case, failed to 
submit the report yesterday, 
court sources said.

On August 4, the same 
court asked Rab to submit 
the investigation report by 
yesterday.

Biman sues 
six staffers 
for stealing 
6,800 euro
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Six employees of Biman 
Bangladesh Airlines 
have been identified as 
suspects in the theft of 
6,800 euro (equivalent to 
approximately Tk 9 lakh) 
from the checked luggage 
of a passenger travelling to 
Chennai from Dhaka.

The incident occurred 
on August 2.

The passenger reported 
the missing euros upon 
reaching Chennai on the 
BG-363 flight. They then 
filed a written complaint 
with Biman.

In response, Biman 
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