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Duke of Edinburgh’s 
Award Foundation 
Bangladesh gets 
new office bearers
STAR BUSINESS DESK

Rizwan Bin Farouq has been elected the chairman of the 
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Foundation Bangladesh for a 
two-year term (2024-26).

Farouq, representing Rangoonwala Foundation UK, is 
the managing director of B2M Technologies.

His leadership experience and dedication to youth 
development make him an excellent choice for guiding 
the foundation forward, according to a press release.

Mirza Salman Ispahani and Talita Choudhury were 
elected the honorary secretary and the treasurer of the 
board of trustees of the foundation, respectively.

The election was held during the board meeting at the 
foundation’s office in Dhaka yesterday. Salman Ispahani, 
chairman of M.M. Ispahani Ltd, brings a wealth of knowledge 
and strategic insight to his role as honorary secretary.

Talita Choudhury, director of education and a board 
member of Bangladesh International Tutorial, brings 
her expertise in education and youth engagement to the 
role of treasurer. The new office bearers are committed 
to advancing the foundation’s mission of inspiring and 
empowering the youth of Bangladesh, said the press release.

The Duke of Edinburgh’s International Award is a 
global non-formal education framework established in 
1956 by HRH Prince Philip, the late Duke of Edinburgh, in 
the United Kingdom.
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HSBC, Sailor sign deal on cashless 
shopping payment

STAR BUSINESS DESK

The Hongkong and Shanghai 
Banking Corporation Limited 
(HSBC) has recently signed a 
collaboration agreement with 
fashion brand Sailor to introduce 
a seamless cashless payment 
experience through HSBC’s newly 
launched digital collection solution 
‘Omni Collect’.

Gerard Haughey, country head 
of Wholesale Banking at HSBC 
Bangladesh, and Md Junaid Abu 
Salay Musa, director of Sailor brand’s 
owner Epyllion Group, penned a 
deal in Dhaka, the bank said in a 
press release

Under this agreement, the 
innovative solution will allow the 

retail customers of the lifestyle brand 
Sailor to make digital payments 
effortlessly by simply scanning a QR 
code through their smartphones at 

checkout.
Omni Collet will also facilitate the 

retailer to receive their sales proceeds 
via different digital channels.

Gerard Haughey, country head of wholesale banking at HSBC Bangladesh, 
and Md Junaid Abu Salay Musa, director of Epyllion Group, pose for 
photographs after signing an agreement in Dhaka recently. PHOTO: HSBC

Abdul Hai Sarker, newly elected chairman of the Bangladesh Association of Banks 
(BAB), Mohammad Abdul Mannan and Romo Rouf Chowdhury, vice-chairmen, 
pose for photographs after being elected for the remaining period of the current 
term till February 28, 2025 at the BAB headquarters in Dhaka yesterday.  
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STAR BUSINESS DESK

Abdul Hai Sarker, chairman of Dhaka 
Bank PLC, has been elected as chairman 
of the ad-hoc committee of the 
Bangladesh Association of Banks (BAB).

Mohammad Abdul Mannan, chairman 
of First Security Islami Bank PLC, and 
Romo Rouf Chowdhury, chairman of 
Bank Asia PLC, were elected as vice-
chairmen of the association for the rest 
of the current term till February 28, 2025.

The election was held during the 
association’s executive committee 
meeting at its headquarters in Dhaka 
yesterday, said a press release.

Abdul Awal Mintoo, chairman of 
National Bank and a former chairman 
of BAB, presided over the meeting.

The change in the leadership comes 
following the formation of an ad-hoc 
committee. 

Nazrul Islam Mazumder, former 
chairman of EXIM Bank, had been in 
the charge for the past 17 years despite 
the term of a committee being capped 
at three years as per the association’s 
constitution.

New leadership in BAB 
after 17 years

Rizwan Bin Farouq, newly elected chairman of the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Foundation Bangladesh, presides over 
the first meeting of the Board of Trustees at the foundation’s office in Dhaka yesterday. 
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Abdul Halim 
appointed as House 

Building Finance 
Corporation 

chairman
STAR BUSINESS DESK

Former cabinet 
secretary ASM 
Abdul Halim has 
been appointed as 
a director and the 
chairman of the 
Bangladesh House 
Building Finance 
Corporation, effective from yesterday.

The Financial Institutions Division 
of the Ministry of Finance issued a 
notification regarding the appointment 
for the next three years.

Halim previously served as one of the 
directors of the corporation during the 
1999-2000 period, according to a press 
release.

As a former East Pakistan Civil Service 
officer, Halim served as an efficient 
administrator at the field level as sub-
divisional and deputy commissioner and 
divisional commissioner.

After serving as the secretary of the 
ministry of jute and agriculture, he lastly 
served as the cabinet secretary.

ASM Abdul Halim


