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Some parties 
falling into 
neighbouring 
country’s trap
FROM PAGE 14

organisations got misled and made 
some remarks. They have stepped into 
the trap of a neighbouring country. 
So, they’re spreading confusion,” he 
said, without naming any party or the 
neighbouring country. 

The BNP leader urged the people 
to stay vigilant to thwart the “old 
conspiracies still going on from 
inside and outside the country”. The 
conspirators do not want the people 
of this country to get back their 
democratic rights, he said.

He said that though “dictator” 
Sheikh Hasina was overthrown by 
the mass uprising, “our desired goal 
– the political rights of the people – 
remains unachieved”.

“BNP’s movement will continue 
until the people’s rights to vote and 
speak are established,” he added.

Tarique said the BNP’s movement 
will continue until a “people’s 
government is established and 
the people’s representatives get 
the opportunity to work for the 
development of their localities, the 
people and the country”.

Rampant use of firearms
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The gangs formed two rival alliances: 
the Bhuiyan Sohel and Syedpuriya 
Babu groups are one side while the 
Molla Arshad and Imtiaz groups are 
on the other.

Each group has 20-25 armed 
cadres and several drug peddlers. 
In clashes, the gangs used sharp 
weapons, and threw bricks, and crude 
bombs at each other. But they have 
been using firearms since the fall of 
the government.

In early August, mobs looted arms 
and ammunition from different 
police stations and facilities.

As per Police Headquarters data, 
5,829 firearms were looted. Of those, 
3,933 were recovered while the rest 
are missing. The arms include rifles, 
SMGs, pistols, shotguns, and teargas 
launchers.

Locals say some of the police arms 
are now at the hands of the gangs.

On September 6, a Rab team 
recovered three abandoned shotguns, 
98 bullets, and a police belt from the 
Beribadh area.

A police officer, who watched the 
videos from the Geneva Camp, said 
pistols, revolvers, rifles, and shotguns 
are often kept in police stations, either 
as backup or as property of civilians. 
The shotguns seen in the footage are 

not of the type that police use. But it 
could still be at a police station.

He said it was likely that the looted 
weaponry was now being used by the 
gangs.

“These firearms could have been 
owned by civilians who might have 
surrendered these to the police. 
However, a pistol seen in the video 
could have been owned by either the 
police or civilians,” he said, requesting 
anonymity.

A source at Dhaka Medical College 
morgue said Sonu’s body had 14 
bullet wounds.

A police officer said that the bullets 
were from a 12-gauge shotgun.

Ruhul Kabir Khan, deputy 
commissioner of Tejgaon Division 
of Dhaka Metropolitan Police, said 
police were looking into whether 
firearms were given to any groups 
before August 5 to suppress the 
student-led mass uprising.

Iftekhar Hasan, officer-in-charge 
of Mohammadpur Police Station, 
suspected that the firearms used 
in Geneva Camp might have been 
looted from various police stations, 
including Mohammadpur.

He added that police were 
conducting operations to arrest the 
suspects and recover the firearms.

No arrests have been made yet.

Mob beats ex-BCL leader 
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12:30am yesterday.
Boalia Police Station Officer-in-

Charge SM Masud Pervez confirmed the 
matter to The Daily Star.

He said, “Masud came under a mob 
attack in the city’s Binodpur area on 
Saturday night when he went there to 
buy medicine. The mob alleged that 
Masud attacked protesting students on 
August 5, the day of Hasina’s ouster.

“The mob first took him to Motihar 
Police Station to have him arrested. 
However, since no case was filed with the 
station regarding the violence during 
the student-led mass movement, Masud 
was brought to Boalia police.”

“The seriously injured Masud was 
rescued with the help of the army and 

taken to Rajshahi Medical College 
Hospital. There, he died shortly after.”

The OC said that if the victim’s family 
filed a complaint, legal action would be 
taken over this incident.

A video of Masud speaking to 
journalists after he was taken to Boalia 
Police Station in an injured state has 
gone viral on social media.

While lying on the floor at the station, 
Masud was seen as saying that he went 
to Binodpur to buy medicine and that 
he became a father on September 3.

“I used to be in the Chhatra League… 
But I left politics a long time ago.” 

Masud was a former assistant secretary 
of RU unit Chhatra League and former 
member of BCL central committee.

In 2014, unidentified criminals 

attacked Masud on the Rajshahi University 
campus. They chopped off the lower part 
of his right leg and slit his wrists. The then-
BCL leaders blamed Islami Chhatra Shibir 
activists for the attack. Since the attack, he 
had to use a prosthetic leg.

Last year, Masud was appointed store 
officer at Rajshahi University Medical 
Centre by the university administration.

Abdullah’s brother Ayatullah Behesty 
told reporters that he did not know who 
beat him. “We will take legal steps.”

On the day of the incident, Masud 
posted the photo of his newborn on 
Facebook and wrote, “Alhamdulillah. 
All praise be to Allah Almighty. I 
became the father of a daughter on 
September 3. I pray to Almighty Allah 
for good health and a good life. 

Rohingyas sneaking in thru Naf river
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Myanmar military crackdown dubbed 
ethnic cleansing by the UN, are living in 
the sprawling camps of Cox’s Bazar.

Citing many of the newly arrived 
refugees, Rohingya journalist 
Saiful Arkani said that over 40,000 
members of the ethnic minority 
group moved to the Min Gla Gy 
village of Rakhine’s North Maungdaw 
township to escape “attacks by the 
Arakan Army, who do not let them 
get out of their houses”.

The Arakan Army abducted 
Rohingya youths and raped their 
women, Arkani alleged.

On the other hand, the Myanmar 
military is carrying out air strikes on 
many Rohingya villages, Arkani said. 
Many Rohingyas were killed by drone 
attacks in August, he said.

Being targeted by both the military 
and the rebels, the Rohingyas who took 

shelter at Min Gla Gy village are fleeing 
to Bangladesh in groups by paying 
brokers, Arkani said.

Many of the freshly arrived Rohingyas 
narrated the ordeals they faced on their 
way to Bangladesh.

“We can’t live in Myanmar as the 
Arakan Army is killing our people 
and setting fire to our houses. We fled 
to Bangladesh to save our lives,” said 
Zura Khatun, a Rohingya woman from 
Jamtola of Maungdaw who arrived at 
a camp in Cox’s Bazar on September 4.

Some of the women were sexually 
harassed by brokers on their way to 
Bangladesh, another Rohingya woman 
said on the condition of anonymity.

The brokers from Boroitoli of Teknaf 
snatched their ornaments, around Tk 5 
lakh cash and important documents, 
she said.

The fresh arrivals are now staying 
with their relatives in the camps of 

Teknaf and Ukhiya of Cox’s Bazar, which 
are already under strain in the face of 
dwindling support from international 
donors. 

Lt Colonel Mohiuddin Ahmed, 
commanding officer of Border Guard 
Bangladesh (BGB) Battalion 2 in Teknaf, 
however, denied that Rohingyas are 
entering Bangladesh by crossing the 
Naf river, a natural border between the 
two countries.

“They may be using other ways,” he 
said, adding that BGB is not allowing 
any trespassers and has already pushed 
back many Rohingyas from the river.

Meanwhile, the Subrang union 
and municipal areas of Teknaf were 
rocked by the sound of loud explosions 
yesterday morning.

The continuous sound of blasts and 
shelling was coming across the river, 
where the Arakan Army and Myanmar 
junta troops are locked in fierce combat.

Man dies in jail custody
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“I rushed to the hospital around 
3:00am and found my brother dead.” 

Contacted, Jibitesh Biswas, 
superintendent of Gopalganj 250-
bed General Hospital, said Elahi was 
taken to the hospital three times in 
the last few days.

Elahi was first hospitalised around 
11:25pm on September 3. He was 
given treatment and released a few 
moments later, said Jibitesh.

Around three hours later, he was 
taken to the hospital again. There 
were several injury marks on the 
lower part of his body, the doctor 
added.

Elahi was brought dead to the 
hospital from the district jail around 
1:00am yesterday, Jibitesh added.

Anisur Rahman, officer-in-charge 
of Gopalganj Sadar Police Station, 
told The Daily Star that Elahi was 
shown arrested in the case around 

12:15am on September 4.
Abul Hossain, jailer of the 

Gopalganj district jail, said, “Elahi 
was ill when he was taken to the jail 
on September 4. He even could not 
walk properly on that day.”

He had injury marks on the lower 
part of the body and the hands, he 
said.

“We learnt that he was taken to 
jail after being discharged from 
Gopalganj 250-bed General Hospital. 
Then, we sent him again to the 
hospital on the same day [September 
4]. Elahi received treatment there and 
was taken to the jail a day later,” he 
said.

Elahi fell ill again on Saturday 
night and was hospitalised. But 
doctors declared him dead, the jailer 
added.

Earlier on August 10, a group 
of Awami League activists blocked 
the Dhaka-Khulna highway in 

protest of “forcing former prime 
minister Sheikh Hasina to leave the 
country”.

Their protest caused long 
traffic jam. On information, army 
personnel rushed there and asked 
the protesters to leave the highway. 
But the protesters were locked in an 
altercation with army personnel. At 
one stage, the protesters attacked 
them, leaving nine army personnel 
injured.

An army vehicle was torched, and 
two firearms were looted.

On August 22, Lt Col Md Maksudul 
Alam of the 10th Bengal Regiment 
lodged a case with Gopalganj Sadar 
Police Station accusing 106 named 
and some 3,000-3,200 unidentified 
people in connection with the 
incident.

OC Anisur said 22 accused were 
arrested so far in the case and they 
were sent to jail through the court.

City

Hero Alom assaulted on Bogura court
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Hero Alom’s lawyer, Md Mostafa Shakil, 
said, “Senior Judicial Magistrate Sadia 
Afroz Rima asked PBI to investigate the 
case. The court will decide on the case 
after the investigation.”

Hero Alom told The Daily Star from the 
hospital, “When I left the court building 
after filing the case, a group of BNP 
followers attacked me. They compelled me 
to hold my ears and made me do squats. 
After that, they punched me in the face and 
head. They beat me in the chest and other 
parts of the body. The attackers alleged that 
I abused [BNP acting chairman] Tarique 
Rahman verbally in a speech.

“I never abused Tarique Rahman. 

If they have any evidence, I will go 
through any punishment. BNP does 
not have power yet. Before that, they 
started anarchy across the country. 
Have we ousted a dictator to bring 
another dictator to power?” he asked.

Contacted, Abdul Based, vice-
president of Bogura District BNP and 
general secretary of Bogura District 
Lawyers’ Association, told The Daily 
Star, “Hero Alom came to file a case 
against government officials and 
Awami League leaders and activists. 
BNP followers should be happy, why 
would BNP men beat him?

“Hero Alom brought this allegation 
to tarnish the image of BNP,”

Later in the day, Bogura district BNP 
held a press conference and denied the 
party’s involvement in the assault on 
Hero Alom.

Rezaul Karim Badsha, president of 
the Bogura district BNP, said, “BNP 
has nothing to do with those who beat 
Hero Alom. Those seen in the video are 
not BNP leaders or workers.

“If anyone commits a crime in the 
name of BNP, they will be identified 
and handed over to the police.”

Sub-Inspector Rahim Rana of the 
Bogura Sadar Police Station told The Daily 
Star, “We heard that Hero Alom was beaten 
up in court when he came to file a case, but 
no one has complained to us about it so far.”


