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Building 
collapse kills 8 
in Lucknow
Dozens injured

AFP, New Delhi

Indian rescuers yesterday pulled out eight 
bodies from the wreckage of a three-storey 
building in the city of Lucknow, reports 
said, with the state minister calling the 
deaths “heart breaking”.

The Press Trust of India (PTI) news 
agency broadcast images of piles of 
concrete, and state rescue teams with 
heavy digging machines searching for 
bodies.

The commercial building, which had 
been used by multiple small companies 
-- including as a warehouse and as a 
vehicle workshop -- collapsed on Saturday 
afternoon.

PTI quoted officials as saying eight 
bodies had been pulled out, and 28 people 
were injured.

It was not clear if there were others still 
trapped.

The cause of the collapse is not known, 
but building and construction accidents 
are common during India’s June-
September monsoon season, with old and 
rickety structures buckling under days of 
non-stop rain.

Akash Singh, who worked in the 
building, said a pillar had developed a 
crack.

He had moved to the ground floor 
fearful it would worsen, with lashing 
monsoon rains battering the city.

Yagi weakens after 
killing dozens
AFP, Ha Long

Typhoon Yagi weakened to a tropical depression 
yesterday, after killing over a dozen people, tearing roofs 
off buildings, sinking boats and triggering landslides 
across Vietnam.

The typhoon had left a trail of destruction and two 
dozen people dead across southern China and the 
Philippines before it ravaged Vietnam.

A family of four was killed yesterday after heavy rain 
caused a hillside to give way and collapse onto a house 
in the mountainous Hoa Binh province of northern 
Vietnam, according to state media.

Since Friday, 10 others have been killed in storm-
related incidents, some crushed by falling trees or drifting 
boats, the defence ministry’s disaster management 
agency.

Yesterday afternoon, six more people, including 
a newborn baby and a one-year-old boy, were killed 
in a landslide in the Hoang Lien Son Mountains of 
northwestern Vietnam.

The slide was triggered by heavy rains and high winds 
after Yagi made landfall on Saturday, but authorities are 
yet to attribute the deaths to the storm.

The typhoon also damaged nearly 3,300 houses, and 
more than 120,000 hectares of crops in the north of the 
country, the authority said.

India records first 
‘mpox case’
AFP, New Delhi

India yesterday reported that it had put a 
“suspected mpox case” into isolation, assuring 
that the world’s most populous nation had “robust 
measures” in place, the health ministry said in a 
statement.

There have been no confirmed cases of mpox in 
India, a country of 1.4 billion people.

“A young male patient, who recently travelled 
from a country currently experiencing mpox 
transmission, has been identified as a suspect case 
of mpox,” the health ministry said in a statement.

“The patient has been isolated in a designated 
hospital and is currently stable,” it said, adding the 
samples “are being tested to confirm the presence 
of mpox”.

It gave no further details of where he may have 
contracted it.

“There is no cause of any undue concern,” 
it added. “The country is fully prepared to deal 
with such (an) isolated travel related case and has 
robust measures in place to manage and mitigate 
any potential risk.”

Formerly called monkeypox, the virus was 
discovered in 1958 in Denmark, in monkeys kept 
for research. It was first detected in humans in 
1970. It is caused by a virus transmitted to humans 
by infected animals, but can also be passed from 
human to human through close physical contact.

Usually mild, it is fatal in rare cases. It causes flu-
like symptoms and pus-filled lesions on the body.

Mpox’s resurgence and the detection in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo of a new strain, 
dubbed Clade 1b, prompted the World Health 
Organization to declare its highest international 
alert level on August 14.
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This aerial picture shows damaged buildings and debris on a street after Super Typhoon Yagi hit Ha Long, in 
Quang Ninh province of Vietnam yesterday.

The holy city in India 
where thousands go to die

AFP, Varanasi

Some stay only days, others wait decades, 
but the crowds of elderly Indian Hindu 
devotees are calm and confident that 
their one-way pilgrimage to death will 
deliver everlasting peace.

Smouldering funeral pyres line 
the Ganges river in India’s holy city of 
Varanasi, where thousands of Hindu 
faithful come each year to spend their 
final days.

Dying beside the banks of the Ganges 
guarantees they will be cremated there 
and their ashes scattered in the water 
along the river’s steps or “ghats”, which 
Hindus believe ensures liberation from 
the cycle of rebirth.

Badri Prasad Agarwal, 92, travelled for 
days over 1,000 kilometres (620 miles) 
from the far western state of Rajasthan, 
happy to wait in peace knowing he was in 
the right place to die.

“This is god’s own land,” the 92-year-
old said, resting at the near-end of a long 
and hard life.

He says his god has told him he has 
five more months to live. He is content 
to spend them in a hospice that serves 
those coming to spend their final days in 
quiet contemplation of their past and the 
future they believe will come.

He has found space to live in a charity 
guesthouse called the Mumukshu 
Bhawan hospice -- “House of those 
Seeking Salvation” -- one of scores of 
“salvation homes” in the city.

The centre has 40 rooms serving some 
of the thousands of people who come to 
Varanasi to die.

Agarwal is pleased to be there, as it 
is one of the closest to the river, just a 
minute’s walk away.

There the cremation fires blaze 
nonstop, as they have done since time 
immemorial.

For Hindus, the northern city of 

Varanasi, also known as Benares, is one of 
the holiest places in the world.

It is the city of Lord Shiva, the god 
of destruction, who Hindus say must 
destroy before he can recreate. People in 
search of “moksha”, or liberation, have 
travelled there for centuries.

At the salvation hospice, some come 
alone and are dependent on charity. 
Some are married couples.

Others use their life savings to pay 
their way, or bring along relatives to care 
for them.

There are medical facilities for the 
sick but in this holy city, death is not 
something to mourn.

Instead, it is considered a blessing, for 
the understanding of the elders is that 
their souls will attain freedom from the 
cycle of life and death.

Gulab Bai came with her husband over 
30 years ago. He died after seven years, 
and while her now grown children come 
to visit, she is ready to go.

The 91-year-old, dressed in a saffron 
sari, the sacred colour of Hinduism, waits 
for her turn in serenity.

“Dying and being cremated here 
breaks the endless cycle of life and death,” 
she said. “Then I will attain salvation.”  
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