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condition and are being 
treated in the Intensive 
Care Unit (ICU) of the Burn 
Institute,” said Nazmul 
Islam, a worker from the 
yard who accompanied the 
injured to Dhaka.

The explosion occurred 
at a shipbreaking yard in 
Sitakunda around 11:40am 
on Saturday, according 
to Mohammad Solaiman, 
superintendent of Industrial 
Police, Chattogram.

After the explosion, 
12 workers were rushed 
to Chattogram Medical 
College Hospital.

As the condition of 
eight deteriorated, they 
were shifted to the burn 
unit of Dhaka Medical 
College Hospital later in the 
afternoon, said authorities.

In response to the 
incident, the Bangladesh 
Environmental Lawyers 
Association yesterday 
issued a legal notice to 
halt operations at SN 
Corporation, the company 
operating the yard where 
the blast took place. 

They also demanded a 
thorough investigation into 
the explosion and called 
for compensation for the 
deceased’s family, as well as 
rehabilitation and treatment 
cost for the injured workers.

Golam Rabbani 
new law secretary
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government yesterday appointed Md Golam 
Rabbani, joint secretary (administration-1) of the law 
and justice division under the law ministry, as secretary 
to the law and justice division.

The ministry issued two separate gazette 
notifications to this effect yesterday saying that the 
orders will come into effect immediately.

False news against 
Kuet VC protested
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

Students and teachers of Khulna University of Engineering 
and Technology (Kuet) yesterday staged a protest against 
the spread of false news and propaganda targeting the 
university’s newly appointed Vice-Chancellor, Prof Dr 
Mohammad Mashud.

They organised a human chain and a march as 
part of the protest in response to what they described 
as fabricated and baseless reports disseminated by a 
newspaper and on social media platforms. They urged 
media outlets to verify facts thoroughly before publishing 
and to uphold responsible journalism standards.

631 lives lost, 19,200
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who may have been 
treated in private clinics 
in the Barishal, Khulna, 
Mymensingh, and Rangpur 
divisions.

Dhaka Division recorded 
the highest number of 
injuries, with over 11,000 
people. Chattogram had 
the second highest number 
of injuries, with over nearly 
2000 people hurt in the 
clashes.

Meanwhile, Dhaka 
division had the highest 
number of fatalities, 
with 477 deaths, while 
the Barishal reported the 
lowest, with one death.

Chattogram and Khulna  
reported 43 and 39 deaths, 
respectively.

Among those 
hospitalised, 3,048 
sustained serious injuries, 
requiring surgery, and 
at least 525 people were 
left with permanent 
physical disabilities as 
a consequence of their 
injuries.

Health ministry officials 
said the Management 
Information System (MIS) 
under the Directorate 
General of Health Services 
is preparing a list of those 
injured and killed in the 
movement.

Workplace safety still
FROM PAGE 3

There are currently 56 
operational shipyards 
employing between 22,000 
and 50,000 workers, 
according to a study 
conducted by Young Power 
in Social Action and the 
World Bank in 2019.

Bangladesh dominates 
the global ship recycling 
market, handling 70-
80 percent of ocean-
going vessels, according 
to the United Nations 
Conference on Trade and 
Development’s ‘Review of 
Maritime Transport 2019’.

Although Bangladesh 
ratified the Hong Kong 
Convention for the safe 
recycling of ships in 2023, 
only four shipyards have 
obtained green certificates 
under the convention.

Fazlul Kabir Mintu, 
coordinator of the 
Bangladesh Institute of 
Labour Studies, said most 
accidents in the sector stem 
from explosions, falls, and 
strikes by falling objects 
due to the negligence of 
yard authorities.

“Deaths from safety 
lapses can be prevented if 
the sector’s stakeholders 
take proper action,” he 
added.

When asked why 
workplace safety 
remains overlooked in 
ship recycling, Kamal 
Uddin Ahmed, former 
vice president of the 

Bangladesh Ship Breakers 
and Recyclers Association, 
downplayed the issue, 
claiming accidents are 
infrequent.

However, he added that 
efforts are being made to 
improve safety standards.
EXPLOSION CAUSED BY 

LACK OF INSPECTION

While workers and 
witnesses cited the absence 
of safety protocols, SN 
Corporation officials 
claimed the blast was 
unavoidable.

During a visit to the 
yard on Sunday, a blasted 
pipeline used for unloading 
oil was found on the ship.

Barkat Ullah, CEO of SN 
Corporation, claimed that 
the explosion occurred 
during a safety inspection. 
However, records revealed 
that 10 of the 12 injured 
workers were not part of 
the safety team.

Jamal Uddin, a former 
cutter-man and workers’ 
rights activist, attributed 
the accident to the 
improper inspection of the 
pump room.

On Sunday, the 
Department of 
Environment suspended 
the environmental 
clearance of SN Corporation 
and ordered the cessation 
of shipbreaking activities, 
while the Chattogram 
district administration 
formed a probe body to 
investigate the incident.

ACC asked to produce all prosecution
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conclude recording of the 
witnesses’ statements.

Lawyer Zakir told the 
court that the prosecution 
has failed to produce any 
of its witnesses for the last 

three consecutive dates. 
So, recording statements 
of the witnesses should be 
concluded, he added.

Khaleda, who stands 
accused in over 30 other 
cases, was earlier acquitted 

of Zia Orphanage and Zia 
Charitable trust graft cases 
on presidential mercy. She 
was also acquitted of five 
defamation cases filed 
during the immediate past 
Awami League rule.

The ACC filed the case 
with Tejgaon Police Station 
on December 9, 2007, for 
abusing power in signing 
a deal with the Canadian 
company Niko for exploring 
and extracting gas.

Steps to be taken
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“The crimes occurred 
across all fifty-six 
thousand square miles 
of Bangladesh. In each 
instance, the common 
instruction was to shoot 
and kill. Collecting and 
compiling evidence of 
these crimes is a significant 
challenge, specially as the 
main accused, including 
Hasina, have fled the 
country,” he said.

He expressed concern 
that many accused 
individuals are still in 
Bangladesh, occupying 
official positions, and 
could attempt to destroy 
evidence. Tajul said his 
office’s top priority is to 
preserve and protect the 
evidence while ensuring 
swift action in presenting 
it before the tribunal.

The ICT chief 
prosecutor called on 
victims, particularly 
students, to come forward 
with any evidence they 
may have and assist the 
investigating agency or 
the prosecution team.

Tajul said the trial 
would be conducted with 
justice in mind, ensuring 
that victims and their 

families feel that justice 
has been served. 

“The accused will not 
face oppression, but the 
perpetrators will not be 
spared,” he said.

Regarding potential 
amendments to the 
International Crimes 
(Tribunal) Act, 1973, Tajul 
said, “We have just taken 
office. We will sit with the 
government to discuss 
and make decisions on 
this matter.”

He also confirmed 
that the ICT and its 
investigative team would 
need to be reconstituted, 
as the previous judges and 
investigators, appointed 
by the former government, 
have stepped down 
following the interim 
government’s formation 
after the fall of the Hasina-
led government.

At least 11 separate 
cases have been filed 
with the ICT against 
Sheikh Hasina, who is 
currently in India, for 
allegedly carrying out 
massacres across the 
country between July 5 
and August 5. These cases 
are under investigation, 
according to ICT sources.

Patenga beach falls
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Contacted, Wahidul Alam 
alias Wahid Master, president 
of the Patenga Beach Shop 
Owner Association, refuted 
the allegations of extorting 
shop owners.

“We are members of 
this association. So, we are 
saving money jointly for 
ourselves and this is not 
extorting,” he claimed.

Hawkers Association 
convener, Nur Mohammed 
alias Nur Boli claimed 
they don’t take any money 
from their members. Nur 
Mohammed claimed that 
all of them were real shop 
owners of this beach area 
before being evicted during 
the renovation.

Saleh Ahmed, a local 
ward councilor and member 

of the beach management 
committee, admitted they 
failed to save the beach 
from encroachment.

“Syndicates are 
managing everything using 
bribes. We are helpless,” he 
added.

Israfil Mazumder, in 
charge and inspector of 
the tourist police (Patenga 
Zone), told this newspaper 
that influential people built 
these structures using the 
power of politics.

“We have evicted these 
illegal structures many 
times. But by abusing 
political power, the 
occupiers rebuilt these 
structures,” he added.

He said they will evict 
these structures again after 
the situation is normal.

DHAKA MONDAY SEPTEMBER 9, 2024 

BHADRA 25, 1431 BS        4

SOURCE: ISLAMIC FOUNDATION

PRAYER 
TIMING 
SEPTEMBER 9

AZAN

JAMAAT

Fazr

4-35

5-10

Zohr

12-45

1-15

Asr

4-30

4-45

Maghrib

6-20

6-25

Esha

7-45

8-15

Abeda 
Muzammel 
passes away
STAR REPORT

A b e d a 
Muzammel, 
wife of Maj 
Gen (retd) 
Muzammel 
H u s s a i n , 
r e s i d e n t 
of House: 498/A, Road: 
33, Mohakhali DOHS, 
Dhaka passed away at 
the Combined Military 
Hospital in Dhaka on 
September 7. She was 82, 
said a press release.

She is survived by her 
three daughters -- Rumesa, 
Tania and Suzy -- and a 
host of grandchildren, 
relatives and well-wishers 
to mourn her death.  Her 
namaz-e-janaza was held at 
Mohakhali DOHS Mosque 
following the Asr prayers 
yesterday. She was buried at 
the Banani Army Graveyard.

Asaduzzaman
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Metropolitan Police (DMP) 
commissioner Habibur 
Rahman, along with other 
Awami League leaders and 
activists, have been accused 
in the case.

According to the first 
information report, Sajid 
was shot in an attack by 
AL members during a mass 
protest in Mirpur-10 on 
August 4.

He passed away while 
receiving treatment at the 
intensive care unit of the 
CMH on August 14.

Dhaka Bank 
MD Emranul 
Huq no more
STAR REPORT

Dhaka Bank 
M a n a g i n g 
D i r e c t o r 
and CEO 
E m r a n u l 
Huq passed 
a w a y 
yesterday at a hospital 
in Kolkata after fighting 
against cancer. 

He was 61, said a press 
release.

He left behind his wife, a 
son and two daughters.

Emranul became the 
managing director and 
CEO of Dhaka Bank in 
February 2020. 

He had joined the 
bank in 1998 and served 
in various key positions, 
including deputy 
managing director for 
business banking, head of 
corporate banking, and 
branch manager of several 
corporate branches.

Before joining Dhaka 
Bank, Huq worked at 
Eastern Bank Ltd and 
Credit Africa Bank Ltd in 
Zambia, holding various 
positions. 

With more than three 
decades of professional 
banking experience both 
at home and abroad, Huq 
began his career in 1986 
as a management trainee 
at Bank of Credit and 
Commerce International in 
Dhaka.

Mustafa Monwar 
on life support
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Eminent cultural personality 
Mustafa Monwar, 89, has 
been on life support at Square 
Hospital since Saturday night.

He has been suffering from 
respiratory problems and other 
old-age complications. 

He was placed on life support 
following complications from a stroke and brain 
haemorrhage, according to family sources.

Monwar received Ekushey Padak for his 
contributions to fine arts. 

His influence extends beyond his work. As a teacher 
and mentor, he has nurtured generations of artists.

As a former director general of Bangladesh 
Television, he played a crucial role in the resistance to 
Pakistani rule and participated in the independent 
struggle as an active personality in the Bangladesh 
Betar programmes in 1971 from Kolkata.

He was jailed in 1952 for drawing anti-Pakistan 
cartoons during the Language Movement. 

Monwar graduated from Kolkata Art College before 
migrating to Dhaka and joining the Dhaka Art College 
as a lecturer. He is widely lauded as a puppeteer 
dedicated to children’s educational entertainment.


