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US confirms
first bird flu
case without
animal contact

AFP, Washington

A person in the state of
Missouri has become the
first in the United States
to test positive for bird flu
without a known exposure
to infected animals,
authorities said Friday.

The adult patient, who
has underlying conditions,
was admitted to hospital
on August 22, received
antiviral medications
against influenza, then
recovered and was
discharged, according to
statement from the Centers
for Control and Disease
Prevention.

Because the patient’s flu
type appeared suspicious
on an initial test, it was
sent for additional testing
in state and federal
laboratories, which revealed
it was H5, also known as
avian flu or bird flu.

The person was the 14th
to test positive for bird flu
in the US this year, and
the first without known
contact with animals.

3 killed as
Yagi hits
Vietnham

AFP, HAI PHONG

Super  Typhoon  Yagi
uprooted thousands of
trees, swept ships and boats
out to sea and ripped roofs
off houses in northern
Vietnam yesterday, Kkilling
at least three people,
after leaving a trail of
destruction in Southern
China and the Philippines.

The storm made landfall
in Vietham’s Hai Phong
and Quang Ninh provinces,
packing winds exceeding
149 Kkilometres per hour,
Vietnam’s National Centre
for Hydro-Meteorological
Forecasting said.

The death toll in
Vietham  from  storm
related damage rose to four
asroofing torn away by Yagi
flew through the air, killing
three residents of Quang
Ninh, state media said. A
man in Hai Duong province
further inland was killed on
Iriday when heavy winds
brought down a tree.

More than a dozen
others, believed to be
sailors on fishing boats, are
missing.

Before hitting Vietnam,
Yagi tore through Southern
China and the Philippines,
killing at least 24 people.

Around 20,000 people
have been evacuated and
moved (o safer, higher
ground in the north of
Hai Phong, Thai Binh, and
Hanoi, local authorities in
Vietnam reported.

Members of South Korean environment groups hold placards during a rally against climate change at the Gangnam district in Seoul
yesterday. More than 30,000 protesters gathered in South Korea’s capital in broiling heat yesterday, demanding more aggressive action by

the government to combat global warming.

Ukraine-Russia war
escalates

Kyiv hits Russian ammo depot as Moscow advances in east

AFP, Kviv
Ukraine’s security services
yesterday said they had struck a
Russian ammunition factory in a
border region, as Moscow’s forces
claimed yet another advance on the
battlefield.

Ukraine also said it had thwarted
a “massive” overnight Russian aerial
attack that saw drones launched
towards the capital Kyiv.

The attacks
come after a week
of intense Russian
bombardments
across Ukraine that
killed at least 55 in
the central city of
Poltava, and seven
in Lviv -- hundreds
of kilometres from
the frontlines and
close to Ukraine’s
western border
with EU and Nato
members.

A large fire and
several explosions
were reported
overnight in the Russian region of
Voronezh, which borders Ukraine,
prompting officials to evacuate
locals living near the blaze.

Russian anti-air defence systems
“detected and neutralised a drone”
early in the morning over the
western part of the region, under 150
kilometres from Ukraine, Voronezh
governor Alexander Gusev wrote on
Telegram.

“No-one was injured” but when
the drone fell, it sparked a large fire
“that spread to explosive devices
and caused them to detonate”,
Gusev continued, without providing
details of which facility was hit.

“A decision was taken to evacuate
residents of a village” because of the
blaze, he said.

Russian  Telegram  channels
said the fire broke out in a local
munitions depot.

Ukraine’s SBU security services
later claimed it had hit a Russian
ammunition depot.

Ukraine’s air force said Russia
fired 67 drones at the country
overnight, adding that it shot down
58 of them.

AFP reporters in Kyiv heard loud
explosions overnight.

Debris from one downed

drone landed near the Ukrainian

parliament in the centre of the city.

In the east of the country, three
people were Kkilled in Russian
shelling on Kostyantynivka — in
the Donetsk region where Russian
troops are advancing - the local
governor said.

Russia’s military yesterday said it
had seized the village of Kalynove,
around 25 kilometres southeast of
the key logistics hub of Pokrovsk,
which Russia is seeking to capture.

Russian
President
Vladimir Putin
said last week that
Russia’s  “primary
objective” in the
conflict was to
capture the entire
Donbas region --
which consists of
Ukraine’s Donetsk

and Lugansk
regions.
Moscow
claimed to have
annexed them,
along with the

southern Kherson
and Zaporizhzhia regions in 2022,
months after it launched its full-
scale military offensive.

On the diplomatic front,
Ukrainian President  Volodymyr
met Italian Prime Minister Giorgia
Meloni on the sidelines of an
economic forum in the country
yesterday.

Meloni reaffirmed her strong
support for Kyiv.

World order is

under threat
Warn UK, US spy chiefs

AFP, London

PHOTO: AFP

CIA Director Bill Burns and UK MI6 chief Richard
Moore yesterday warned that the world order was
“under threat in a way we haven’t seen since the
cold war”.

Writing in a Financial Times op-ed, the two spy
chiefs said “we have no more trusted or esteemed
allies” than each other, adding that the partnership
would be vital as they “face an unprecedented
array of threats”, chiefly from Russia, China and in
the Middle East.

The United States and UK are among the leading
financial and military supporters of Ukraine in its
resistance to the Russian invasion launched in
February 2022.

“Staying the course is more vital than ever, they
wrote.

“We continue to work together to disrupt the
reckless campaign of sabotage across Europe
being waged by Russian intelligence.”

The pair also explained how they were now
using advanced Al and cloud technologies to
harness the vast troves of data they collect.

The joint article comes just days before UK
Prime Minister Keir Starmer’s visit to Washington
on September 13, where he will be received by US
President Joe Biden.

They
“continuing robust for Ukraine” and the desire to
achieve a truce in Gaza, the White House said on
Friday.

will discuss, among other things,

HUSH MONEY TRIAL
Trump sentencing delayed
until after election

REUTERS, New York

A New York judge on Friday delayed former
US President Donald Trump’s sentencing
in his hush money criminal case until after
the Nov 5 election, writing that he wants
to avoid the unwarranted perception of a
political motive.

Trump, the Republican nominee for
president, had previously been
scheduled to be sentenced on
Sept 18. His lawyers in August
asked Justice Juan Merchan
to push back his sentencing
date until after the vote,
citing  “naked election-
interference objectives.”
Manhattan District Attorney
Alvin Bragg, who brought
the charges against Trump, is a
Democrat.

Merchan said on Friday he now planned
to sentence Trump on Nov 26, unless the
case is dismissed before then.

“The imposition of sentence will be
adjourned to avoid any appearance -
however unwarranted - that the proceeding
has been affected by or seeks to affect

the approaching Presidential election in
which the Defendant is a candidate,” the
judge wrote. “The Court is a fair, impartial
and apolitical institution.”

In a post on his Truth Social platform,
Trump said he appreciated that Merchan
noted the sentencing would only take
place if the judge denies a pending motion
by his lawyers (o toss out the jury’s verdict.

“This case should be rightfully
terminated, as we prepare for
the Most Important Election in
the History of our Country,”
Trump wrote.

In the first-ever criminal
trial of a former or current
US president, Trump was
convicted on May 30 on 34

felony counts of falsifying
business records to cover up his
then-lawyer’s $130,000 payment to
porn star Stormy Daniels for her silence
before the 2016 election about a sexual
encounter she says she had with Trump a
decade earlier.

Trump denies the encounter and has
vowed to appeal the verdict once he is
sentenced.
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Protest in France over
Macron’s PM pick

REUTERS, Paris

Thousands of people took to the streets across France
yesterday to protest President Emmanuel Macron’s
decision to appoint centre-right Michel Barnier as
prime minister with left-wing parties accusing him
of stealing legislative elections.

Macron named 73-year-old Barnier, a conservative
and the European Union’s former Brexit negotiator,
as prime minister on Thursday, capping a two-
month-long search following his ill-fated decision
to call a legislative election that delivered a hung
parliament divided in three blocs.

In his first interview as government chief, Barnier
said on Friday night that his government, which lacks
a clear majority, will include conservatives, members
of Macron’s camp and he hoped some from the left.

The left, led by the far-left France Unbowed (LFI)
party, has accused Macron of a denial of democracy
and stealing the election after Macron refused to pick
the candidate of the New Popular Front (NFP) alliance
that came top in the July vote.

Pollster Elabe published a survey on Friday
showing that 74% of French people considered
Macron had disregarded the results of the elections
with 55% believing he had stolen them.
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