2nd Edition

CITY

DHAKA SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 8, 2024
BHADRA 24, 1431 BS

The Baily Star

DAB demands
cancellation
of DGHS DG'’s

appointment
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Doctors  Association  of
Bangladesh (DAB) yesterday
demanded cancellation
of the appointment of
Mohammed Robed Amin,
director general of the
Directorate  General —of
Health Services.

Amin was appointed as
the DG on August 18.

The doctors said this
while placing their seven-
point demands at a press
conference in Jatiya Press
Club. They also wanted the
removal of officials who
were appointed at the health
department and  other
healthcare facilities during
Sheikh Hasina-led regime.

Md Abdus Salam,
secretary general of the
DAB, read out a written
statement of the demands.

In his speech, DAB
President  Prof Harun
Al-Rashid said, “This

government has come (to
power) following many
hardships. We support
them (interim government).
I don’t want the advisers to
resign. But if any part of

CANCER, CARDIAC HOSPITAL IN BARISHAL
3 years on, only 45pc¢
work completed so far

this government wants to
rehabilitate  dictatorship,
we will stand against it.”
Asked about the DAB'’s
stance on politics in health
sector, Prof Harun said,
“We want an end to the
dark side of politics. But,
if we ban politics (at the

SUSHANTA GHOSH, Barishal

The Public Works Department
initiated a project in 2021 to build a
specialised hospital in Barishal for
cancer, cardiac, and kidney patients.

According to the project plan,
the hospitalis set to be constructed

health sector), this will
create a situation, which is
like cutting off the head if
you have a headache.”

PRAYER
TIMING

SEPTEMBER 8

Fazr Zohr

Asr  Maghrib Esha

JAMAAT 5-10 1-15 4-45

AZAN 4-35 12-45 430 6-20 7-45

625 815

SOURCE: ISLAMIC FOUNDATION

on 2.5 acres of land along Band
Road in the city, featuring 460
beds across 17 floors.

The project, worth Tk 99.50
crore,
completed within July 18, 2023.

The construction firm, Banga
Builders-Khan Builders-JV, failed
to meet the deadline.

The project has now been
extended until June 30, 2025, with
a revised budget increasing by Tk
65 crore.

Asofnow, only 45 percent of the
construction has been completed,

was scheduled to be

sparking concerns about further
delays.

During a recent site visit, it was
observed that only seven floors
had been completed, with 10 more
floors, as well as electrical and
interior works, still pending.

“Abill of Tk 12 crore has yet to be
received, despite being submitted
earlier, which has somewhat
slowed the project’s progress,”
said Ripon Talukder, manager of
Banga Builders-Khan Builders-JV.

However, Faisal Alam, executive
engineer of the PWD in Barishal,
denied this, saying all payments
had been made on time, but the
contractor failed to meet the
deadline.

“Nonetheless, the plan has
since been revised, extending
the deadline to 2025 with an
additional Tk 65 crore allocated.
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We are hopeful that the work will
be completed within the extended
timeline,” he said.

The government has approved
the construction of  eight
specialised hospitals in eight
divisions across the country,
including the one in Barishal.

“The first seven floors will
accommodate 100 beds for cancer
patients, while the upper floors
will house other departments,
including kidney and cardiac
care,” Faisal Alam added.

Dr Saiful Islam, director of Sher-
e-Bangla Medical College Hospital
in Barishal, said, “Once the hospital
is built, it will be a blessing for the
people of the southern districts,
as patients will no longer need to
travel to Dhaka for cancer, kidney,
or cardiac treatments, saving both
time and money.”

Three die as
bus hits truck

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Pabna

including a father and a son,
were Kkilled and 10 others
injured as a passenger
bus hit a truck on the
Bangabandhu Bridge in
Sirajganj early yesterday.

The accident occurred
around 5:30am. Due to the
accident, vehicle movement
was halted on the bridge for
an hour.

The deceased are
Chandro Shekhor, 33, of
Bonbaria village, Md Raich
Uddin, 62, and his son Alif
Hasan, 27, of Dhanbandi
village in Sirajganj Sadar

upazila.

Abdul Kader Zilani,
officer-in-charge of
Bangabandhu Bridge

West Zone Police Station,
confirmed the incident.

A Dhaka-bound bus
from Sirajganj, “Dhaka
Express,” hit a loaded truck
from the back, as both
vehicles were moving in the
same direction, he said.

Driver’s body
found in
Sirajganj

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Pabna

After being missing for two
days, the body of an auto-
rickshaw driver was found
yesterday in a brick kiln in
Sirajganj’s Raiganj upazila.

The deceased isidentified
as Md Munjil Sheikh, 42.

Officer-in-Charge of
Solonga Police Station SM
Rabiul Islam said Munjil
went out from his home
with his auto-rickshaw on
Thursday, and since then
he had been missing.

The victim’s  [amily
members filed a missing
diary with the police station
on Friday. Locals found the
body tied with rope at the
brick kiln, said the OC.

‘Rural development
day’ on July 6

UNGA adopts resolution

DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

The United Nations General Assembly on Friday
unanimously adopted a resolution proclaiming July
6 every year as the “World Rural Development Day”.

Bangladesh had initiated the resolution, before
a core group comprising Bangladesh, India, Nepal,
Peru, the Philippines and Thailand tabled it at the
plenary of the UNGA'’s 78th session, and at least 30
countries co-sponsored it.

The resolution was adopted by consensus by the
UN member states without any voting, according
to a statement of Bangladesh Permanent Mission
to the UN in New York.

Three more people
die of dengue

UNB, Dhaka

Three more deaths were reported from dengue
in 24 hours till yesterday morning, raising the
number of fatalities from the mosquito-borne
disease in Bangladesh to 95 this year.

During the period, 403 more patients were
hospitalised with viral fever, according to the
Directorate General of Health Services (DGHS).

Some 1,509 patients are receiving treatment in
different hospitals across the country.

A total of 15,207 dengue cases have been
reported since January 1,2024.

Last year, 1,705 people lost their lives due to

dengue, making it the deadliest year on record.

18,749 recoveries last year.

The DGHS recorded 321,179 dengue cases and 3,

Former UP chair

held for murder

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

A former union parishad chairman was arrested
yesterday in a case filed over the killing of Emon, a
student who died during the anti-discrimination
movement on August 4.

The arrestee is Badsa Miah, former chairman of
Mohera UP in Mirzapur and also former president
of the union unit of Swechhasebok League.

Mosharaf  Hossain, officer-in-charge of
Mirzapur Police Station, said they arrested Badsa
from the municipal area and sent him to the court
seeking remand.

Badsa is the first arrest in the case, he said.
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