DHAKA SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 7, 2024
BHADRA 23, 1431 BS

The Baily Star

A vendor sells current nets (closely knitted mesh net which traps even the smallest of fish) out in the open, despite the sale and use of such
nets being banned. The photo was taken from the Shahpur market in Khulna’s Dumuria upazila yesterday.
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His sacrifice
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advised him to avoid the
protests and stay safe. “I
never imagined we'd lose
him so soon,” Sakib said,
clutching a photograph of
his brother.

Rouf’s mother, Sultana
Begum, said, “He was our
hope and future. But all is
gone now...”

His father, Yunus Alj,
a 58-year-old mason, can
no longer work enough to
sustain the family due to
age and health issues.

“I ask the government
to support us and offer my
son Sakib a job,” he said,
adding, “Our dreams ended
with Rouf’s death, but his
sacrifice was for a greater
cause.”

4 killed as bus
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11:00pm when the two
fell off a motorbike while
crossing a lane on the
highway in front of a fire
station.

[ have nothing
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On August 5, following
the resignation of Sheikh
Hasina, students clashed
with  police during a
victory rally in the Baipile
area. During the face-to-
face chaos, Ahnaf was
shot and killed amid the
violence.

Hismother, AsiaKhatun,
has been devastated by the
loss of her only son.

The family’s elderly
father is unable to work
due to his age, and Asia had
been supporting the family

by reciting the Quran
in exchange for small
donations.

Ahnaf  would also

contribute money to help
sustain them.

“When Ahnaf came
home, he stayed in our

dilapidated house,” Asia
said.
“He gave us money,

and with what I earned
from reciting the Quran,
we somehow managed. I
had such high hopes that
my son would become an
engineer and lift us out of
poverty.

Now all my dreams are
shattered. Who will | dream
about now? I want justice
for my son’s murder.”

Ahnaf’s younger sister,
Tasfia Jinnat Shafi, shared
similar sentiments.

“Who will look after
us? How will our family
survive?” she said.

An infamous clan that refuses Sadi still waits
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Ahmed Lavlu, directly
shooting at protesters,

His close associate Nur
Hossain, was allegedly
behind the sensational
Narayanganj seven murder
case.

The murder of
A-level student Tanwir
Muhammad Tagi in
2013, for which many
believe Shamim’s family is
responsible, remains one

of the darkest chapters
in Narayanganj’s recent
history.

Shamim’s elder brother,
AKM Selim Osman,
a former Jatiya Party
lawmaker, and Azmeri

Osman, son of the eldest
Osman brother Nasim
Osman, also garnered a
notorious reputation.

They all went
underground following
Sheikh Hasina’s fall on
August 5, and ook their
firearms with them, the
same firearms which were

used to silence the voice of
their critics.

Despite  the  home
ministry ordering licensed
arms holders to surrender
their firearms by September
3, the Osman family has
defied these directives.

According to the district
administration, Shamim
Osman was issued licence
for a rifle and a pistol in
late 2023, while his brother
Selim acquired two pistols
between 2020 and 2023.

None of the eight
registered weapons
belonging to the Osman
family have been
submitted.

Their defiance mirrors
that of another high-
profile figure in the district
-- former Jute and Textile
Minister Golam Dastagir
Gazi. Gazi, his wife, and
their two sons hold licences
for four shotguns issued
in 2017, but none of them
have been handed over to
authorities.

With Dastagir in jail and
his family members either
abroad or on the run, the
guns remain unaccounted
for.

Even the late
Narayanganj-4 lawmaker
Sarah Begum Kabari, who
passed away in 2021, owned
arevolver that has yet to be
deposited.

Narayanganj’s  Deputy
Commissioner Mohammod
Mahmudul Hoque has
declared all undeposited
firearms illegal and assured
the public that operations
are underway to recover
them.

Despite  this, many
believe the Osman family’s
long reach will continue to
allow them to flout the law.

Rafiur Rabbi, the
father of Taqi, said, “The
Osman family is involved
in numerous Kkillings in
Narayanganj. It’s time the
government recovers these
firearms and holds them
accountable.”
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village in  Netrakona’s
Kalmakanda upazila,

Mamun worked in a sweater
factory in Narayanganj,
where he lived with his
family.

Mamun joined a victory
rally on August 5 afternoon
in Jatrabari. What started
as a peaceful gathering
soon turned violent as
clashes erupted between
protesters and  police.
Suddenly, Mamun was
struck by three bullets in
his back. He was rushed
to Sir Salimullah Medical
College Hospital, where he
died the next day.

Mamun’s  body  was
taken back to his village
and buried in the family
graveyard. He left behind
three children, including
his eldest daughter, Sadia
Akter, who is 10 years old
and suffers from a mental
illness, and his two sons,
five-year-old Sheikh Sadi

and four-month-old Sheikh
Farid.

Sadia requires regular
medical (reatment, but
with Mamun gone, the
family is struggling even to
afford basic necessities.

Mamun’s widow, Sabina
Akter, returned to their
village with her three
children.

“We are devastated,”
said Mamun’s elder
brother, Mohammad
Waliullah, who also works
in a sweater factory in
Gazipur. “We have suffered
two deaths in four months.
Just as we were mourning
the loss of our father, we
had to bury our younger
brother.”

Sabina, Mamun’s widow,
said, “I have no savings,
no way (o support my
children. Living back in the
village has provided some
shelter, but I have nothing
to provide for my children’s
future.”

Father accuses Hasina

FROM PAGE 3
The rally, organised under

the banner of “Santras
Nirmul Tagi Mancha” at the
Shaheed Minar premises
in Narayanganj city, drew
various  activists  and
supporters.

Expressing  frustration
with the slow judicial
process, Rabbi said, “The
Osman family has long
been shielded by the Awami
League government, which
has now been overthrown
by a mass uprising. The
perpetrators must  be
brought to justice without
further delay.”

He also called for
restoration of the justice
system, stating, “We want
to see a judicial system that
can deliver true justice.”

In addition to seeking
justice for his son, Rabbi
demanded accountability
for other unsolved murders,
including those of journalist
couple Sagar-Runi, student
Tanu, and others who were
killed during the Awami
League’s tenure.

Journalist ~ Mahbubur
Rahman Masum, poet
Halim Azad, and former
president of Khelaghar
Asar, Rathin Chakrabarty,
were among those who
spoke at the event.

Seventeen-year-old Taqi
went missing on March 6,
2013 after leaving his home
on Shaistakhan Road for
the Sudhijon Pathagar, a
local library. His body was
found the following day in
the Shitalakhya River.

Ensure salety of RMG
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more than 400 sustained
injuries, they also said.

The leaders of the
platform demanded
immediate publication
of the list of all martyred
garment  workers and
students, compensation to
the families of the deceased
and injured workers, and
maximum punishment for
the culprits.

Taslima Akhtar,

president of the
organisation, called for
investigation into those

trying to create unrest in
the RMG sector by attacking
factories, terming it a ploy
o destroy the achievements
of the workers and deprive
them of their due benefits
and rights.

She also wurged all
workers (o remain united
and not to get involved in
any subversive activities.

Dewanbag Sharif
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Dargah, a shrine in
Sonargaon upazila, was
demolished in a similar

incident.

Meanwhile in Sylhet,
hundreds of people
from nearby madrasas

and mosques held a
demonstration  at  the
shrine of Hazrat Shah
Poran after Juma prayers
yesterday afternoon,
demanding a ban on music
at the shrine.

Music  on  Thursday
nights and during “urs”
ceremony has been an
integral part of the shrine’s
tradition for over seven

centuries.

The protesters gathered
near the shrine and formed
ahuman chaininfront ofits
entrance, shouting slogans
demanding a complete ban
on music at the shrine and
“consumption of cannabis”
by some devotees, terming
such activities not
permissible in Islam.

Facing
demonstration,
Ahmed, the shrine’s
khadem (caretaker),
accepted their demands.
“As their demands are valid
based on religious grounds,
we will take necessary steps
in this regard,” he said.
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