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Three more 
die of dengue
UNB, Dhaka

Three more deaths were 
reported from dengue in 24 
hours till yesterday morning, 
raising the number of 
fatalities from the mosquito-
borne disease in Bangladesh 
to 91 this year.

During the period, 
358 more patients were 
hospitalised with the viral 
fever, according to the 
Directorate General of 
Health Services.

Of them, 165 dengue 
patients were admitted to 
Dhaka hospitals.

BCL man who 
died in 2022 
sued in an 
arms case
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Jamalpur

Safiqul Islam, former joint 
secretary of BCL’s Jamalpur 
Municipality unit, died 
nearly two years ago on 
September 20, 2022.

However, he was named 
among 243 accused in 
an arms case filed by one 
Haider Ali with Jamalpur 
Sadar Police Station on 
September 3. 

Haider Ali’s complaint 
claims that on August 5, as 
he was returning home, a 
group led by former mayor 
Mohammad Sanowar 
Hossain Sanu unleashed 
an attack with locally-made 
weapons, firing blanks and 
leaving several injured. The 
group allegedly set Haider’s 
motorcycle on fire and made 
off with his gold chain. And 
somehow, in this melee, 
the deceased Safiqul Islam 
allegedly played a part.

“I don’t know why his 
name was included in the 
case -- he died almost two 
years ago,” said Rafiqul 
Islam, Safiqul’s brother.

Haider Ali, when 
contacted for comment, 
offered none. 

Meanwhile, Officer-in-
Charge Mahabbat Kobir, 
said, “If any case is filed 
against a deceased person, 
action will be taken after 
investigation.”
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3 absconding 
death row 
convicts held
They fled from 
Kashimpur jail 
on August 6

OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Narayanganj

Rapid Action Battalion 
on Wednesday arrested 
three death row prisoners, 
who had escaped from 
Kashimpur High Security 
Central Jail in Gazipur on 
August 6.

Tipped-off, Rab arrested 
them in two separate drives 
in Narayanganj’s Araihazar 
upazila and Munshiganj’s 
Sadar upazila, said 
Tanvir Mahmud Pasha, 
commanding officer of 
Rab-11, during a briefing 
yesterday. 

The arrestees are -- 
Mosaddek alias Sadek Ali, 
32, and Md Jakaria, 32, 
of Araihazar, and Julhas 
Dewan, 45, of Munshiganj.

Some 203 prisoners 
including these three 
managed to flee from 
Kashimpur jail when 
inmates revolted on August 
6. At least six prisoners 
were shot dead by prison 
guards on that day.

UN provides 
$4m to support 
flood response
DIPLOMATIC 
CORRESPONDENT

The United Nations Office 
for the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs has 
allocated US $4 million from 
the Central Emergency 
Response Fund to support 
the flood response in 
Bangladesh.

Joyce Msuya, UN acting 
under-secretary-general 
for Humanitarian Affairs 
and also emergency relief 
coordinator, announced 
the allocation in a 
statement on Wednesday.

The floods in Bangladesh 
since late August affected 
nearly 6 million people and 
caused an estimated loss of 
US $156 million in livestock 
and fisheries.

TK 2,200CR LAUNDERING

SC dismisses Destiny 
Group MD’s bail plea
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Appellate Division of the Supreme Court 
yesterday dismissed Destiny Group managing 
director Md Rafiqul Amin’s bail petition in a case 
filed over laundering of around Tk 2,200 crore.

A six-member bench of the Appellate Division 
passed the dismissal order citing that the court 
has zero tolerance against corruption and lacks 
sympathy to the accused petitioner (Rafiqul) as 
the case against him involves laundering of a huge 
sum of public money.

Rafiqul Amin should remain in jail for some 
more time in the greater interest of the nation, the 
SC bench also said.

ACC allowed to 
run forensic test on 
Kamal’s computer
COURT CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court yesterday allowed the ACC to 
conduct a forensic test on the Central Processing 
Unit of a computer used by former home minister 
Asaduzzaman Khan Kamal in connection with 
corruption allegations brought against him.

Judge Mohammad Ash-Shams Joglul Hossain 
of Dhaka Metropolitan Senior Special Judge’s 
Court passed the order.

In an application, ACC said Kamal and others 
formed a syndicate and took crores as bribes for 
recruitment of manpower, their promotion, and 
transfers to different departments under the home 
ministry, which is under investigation. So, a forensic 
test is needed to find vital clues about the allegations.

France offers 
support for interim 
govt’s reform agenda
French envoy calls on 
foreign affairs adviser
DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

France has offered Bangladesh technical, legal 
and institutional assistances in implementing 
the reform agenda of the interim government, 
particularly in the areas of curbing corruption, 
reforming governance and financial system. 

French Ambassador Marie Masdupuy made the 
offer during a courtesy call with Foreign Affairs 
Adviser Md Touhid Hossain yesterday at the 
foreign ministry. 

Hossain assured that the interim government 
is determined to bring visible and sustainable 
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FLOOD IN MOULVIBAZAR

512km of roads, 12 
bridges damaged

MINTU DESHWARA

The recent spells of floods caused 
damages to at least 512 kilometres 
of road network and 12 bridges in 
Moulvibazar district.

The rural road network in 
the district has been left in a 
largely dilapidated state as the 
floodwaters receded recently, 
exacerbating people’s sufferings.

The damages sustained to the 
infrastructures will likely require 
more than Tk 500 crore to repair, 
according to sources at the 
Local Government Engineering 
Department and Roads and 
Highways Department.

Visiting different areas in 
Kamalganj upazila of the district 
recently, this correspondent 
observed that the roads suffered 
significant damages. 

Bitumen has been removed 
from most of the roads, exposing 
the ground underneath and 
causing formation of numerous 
small and large potholes.

The Kamalganj-Kurma and 
Islampur-Madhabpur roads, in 

particular, sustained extensive 
damage along a total 8-km stretch.

The Ghoramara-Bhanubeel-
Nayapattan road was also seen in 
a similar condition, while around 
50-metre stretch of the Gol’s Haor-
Sripur road has been eroded away.

Other affected roads in the 
upazila include: Kamalganj-
Adampur, Bhandarigaon-Kurma, 
Adampur UP Office-Bhanubeel 
GC, Bhanubeel-Adampur, 
N a i n a r p a r - H a k t i a r k h o l a , 
Adhkani-Jalalpur, North 
Bhanubeel-Adampur, Chaikkut-
Kalenga, Alinagar UP-Adampur, 
Shamsernagar-Doublechhara, 
Adampur-Adhkani-Kewalighat, 
Bhurbhuri Bazar-Brindabanpur, 
and Aturghar-Patanushar.

“The bitumen surface of at 
least 14 roads in the area was 
extensively damaged in the 
flood,” said Shadikur Rahman 
of Bhandarigaon village in the 
upazila.

Zidan Mia, a CNG-run 
autorickshaw driver, said, “Driving 
vehicles through the roads has 
become extremely difficult and 

risky due to the large potholes 
formed following the flood.”

Md Abdal Hossain, chairman 
of Kamalganj upazila, said, “The 
damaged roads are causing 
sufferings to thousands of locals, 
while movement of large vehicles 
is completely halted on most roads 
as those are left in a sorry state 
after the flood.” 

Contacted, Md Saiful Azam, 
upazila engineer of LGED in 
Kamalganj, said around 90km 
roads have sustained damages 
due to flood in the upazila. It will 
require at least Tk 55 crore for 
repair works.

Ahmed Abdullah, executive 
engineer of LGED in Moulvibazar 
district, said a total of 437km 
roads and 12 bridges of LGED have 
been damaged across the district. 
It will require around Tk 432 crore 
to repair the infrastructures.

Kaysar Hamid, executive 
engineer of RHD in Moulvibazar, 
said, “At least 75-km roads of 
RHD have been damaged by the 
floodwaters. Some roads are still 
submerged in different areas.”
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