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Floods claim 71 

lives so far
STAR REPORT

A total of 71 people, including seven women and 19 children, died in the recent 
floods in nine districts until yesterday, the disaster management and relief ministry 
said in its latest release.

Twenty-eight people died in Feni, 19 in Cumilla, 11 in Noakhlai, six in Chattogram, 
three in Cox’s Bazar, and one each in Moulvibazar, Lakshmipur, Brahmanbaria 
and Khagrachhari.

Besides, one person in Moulvibazar remains missing.
Although the flood situation continues to improve in the all the affected 11 

districts, over 5.82 lakh people were still 
marooned till yesterday.

“My house went under water on August 
9. We have been passing hard days since 
then. My home is still submerged,” said 
Iqbal Hossain, a resident of Gopinath 
village under Noakhali Sadar upazila.

Md Harunur Rashid, a resident of 
Senbagh municipal area, echoed him. 

At least 698 people suffered snake bites 
in August during the flood. However, no 
one died, according to sources at different 
hospitals in Noakhali.

Over five million people have been 
affected by the flood in 11 districts, said the ministry’s report.

The flood situation in Chattogram, Khagrachhari, Habiganj, Sylhet, 
Brahmanbaria and Cox’s Bazar districts is completely normal while the overall 
flood situation in Moulvibazar has improved.

Besides, the situation in Feni, Cumilla, Noakhali and Laxmipur districts is 
improving, the report added.

“My house went under 
water on August 9. 

We have been passing 
hard days since then. 

My home is still 
submerged.”

IQBAL HOSSAIN
A resident of Gopinath village
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FLOOD-HIT SOUTHEAST

Women, girls at 
higher risk: UNFPA
DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

The United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) has 
warned that women, adolescent girls, and gender-
diverse people in the flood-affected southeastern 
region of Bangladesh face heightened risks. 

In a statement, the UN agency said women and 
girls in the affected districts are also exposed to risks 
of gender-based violence, especially in overcrowded 
evacuation centres which lack security and privacy.

There are over 78,000 pregnant women in the 
affected areas, with thousands expected to give birth in 
the coming weeks. These women are in regions where 
severe flash floods have impacted over 5.82 million 
people, leaving millions without shelter, healthcare, or 
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A young woman looks at a potted plant at a tree fair held at Sylhet Government Alia Madrasa. This year’s event features a variety of native 
and foreign flowers, fruit trees, medicinal plants, and ornamental species from local nurseries. The fair, which began on August 31, will 
continue until September 14. The photo was taken yesterday. PHOTO: SHEIKH NASIR

Police see another 
major reshuffle
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Seven metropolitan cities and seven ranges 
have got new chiefs, while 26 districts have new 
superintendents of police (SP), in yet another 
major reshuffle in the police department.

Besides, 37 other officials who were recently 
promoted to the rank of deputy inspector general 
(DIG) got new postings. Eighteen SPs and 31 
other police officials between the ranks of SP and 
assistant police commissioner have also been 
transferred.

The transfers were announced in six separate 
notifications issued by the home ministry’s Public 
Security Division yesterday.

As per the orders, Hasib Aziz has been 
appointed as the Chattogram Metropolitan 
Police commissioner, Rezaul Karim as the Sylhet 
Metropolitan Police commissioner, Khandoker 
Rafiqul Islam as commissioner of Gazipur 
Metropolitan Police, Mohammad Abu Sufian 
as commissioner of Rajshahi Metropolitan 
Police, Mazid Ali as commissioner of Rangpur 
Metropolitan Police, and Aminul Islam as 
commissioner of Barishal Metropolitan Police. 
They all were promoted to DIGs recently.

Besides, AKM Awlad Hossain was made 
the DIG of Dhaka Range, Ahsan Habib Palash 
of Chattogram Range, Md Alamgir Rahman 
of Rajshahi Range, Md Ashrafur Rahman of 
Mymensingh Range, Md Mushfequr Rahman 
of Sylhet Range, Md Monzur Morshed Alam of 
Barishal Range and Md Rezaul Haque was made 
the DIG of Khulna Range.

ABRAR MURDER

HC asks why 
his parents 
shouldn’t get 
Tk 10cr as 
compensation
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High 
C o u r t 
y e s t e r d a y 
issued a rule 
asking the 
government 
and BUET to 
explain why 
they should 
not be directed to give Tk 
10 crore in compensation 
to the parents of Abrar 
Fahad Rabbi, who was 
tortured and killed in 2019.

Abrar was a second-year 
student of electrical and 
electronics engineering of 
BUET. Several students of 
the same institution, who 
were members of Chhatra 
League, tortured Abrar with 
skipping ropes and cricket 
stumps inside a room of 
Sher-e-Bangla Hall on the 
night of October 6, 2019.

His battered body was 
found by several students 
under the staircase of 
the dormitory early next 
morning. The killing 
sparked widespread 
student demonstrations on 
campuses and throughout 
the country. The BUET 
administration even banned 
political activities on campus.

Later, a Dhaka court on 
December 8, 2021 sentenced 
20 BUET students to death 
for their direct involvement 
in the murder and also 
sentenced five others to life 
imprisonment for their role 
in the murder.

Yesterday, the HC 
also ordered the cabinet 
division to form an inquiry 
commission to find out 
the persons responsible 
for the failure to protect 
Abrar from the torture and 
to ensure his safety and 
security on the campus.

The HC bench of Justice 
AKM Asaduzzaman and 
Justice Muhammad Mahbub 
Ul Islam issued the rule and 
order following a writ petition 
filed by Supreme Court lawyer 
Shahin Alam in 2019.
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Kuwait to recruit 
more Bangladeshis
Outgoing envoy meets CA

UNB, Dhaka

Outgoing Kuwaiti Ambassador Faisal Mutlaq 
Aladwani yesterday said Kuwait will recruit more 
human resources, including skilled workers from 
Bangladesh, in its effort to boost ties with the 
South Asian country.

He made the assurance when he paid a farewell 
call on Chief Adviser Prof Muhammad Yunus at 
the state guesthouse Jamuna in Dhaka.

Prof Yunus praised the envoy, saying he was “a 
wonderful friend of Bangladesh” and hoped that 
he would continue to play this role.

The outgoing ambassador noted that over 
3,00,000 Bangladeshis work in the Gulf emirate 
and his country was keen to recruit more from 
Bangladesh, said the chief adviser’s press wing.

“We want to recruit more doctors, nurses and 
engineers,” he said, adding more than 5,000 
Bangladeshi troops were also serving in Kuwait.


