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Women, girls
FROM PAGE 5

basic supplies. 
“We are deeply concerned 

about women and girls in 
the flood-affected areas, 
especially those who are 
pregnant. Cut off from 
essential healthcare, clean 
water, and safe shelter, they 
are exposed to grave risks,” 
said Kristine Blokhus, 
UNFPA representative in 
Bangladesh.  

Over 2,000 women 
and girls have already 
been reached through 
mobile health clinics, but 
much more is needed, she 
said, calling for increased 
funding.

Floods
FROM PAGE 5

Meanwhile, the Flood 
Forecasting and Warning 
Centre (FFWC) in a bulletin 
yesterday forecast that 
water level of Brahmaputra-
Jamuna rivers may remain 
stable in the next 24 hours.

“Ganga-Padma water 
level is stable. The water 
level of both the rivers 
may remain stable in the 
next 48 hours,” said the 
bulletin released at 9:00am 
yesterday.

In Sylhet region, the 
Surma-Kushiara river water 
level is rising at a slow pace, 
which may continue for the 
next 24 hours and may flow 
below the danger level.

According to 
meteorological agencies, 
heavy rainfall is not 
expected in the southeast, 
eastern and adjacent 
uplands of the country in 
the next 24 hours.

3 ex-ministers don’t turn
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state minister of law 
Advocate Kamrul Islam, 
former state minister of 
Chittagong hill tracts 
affairs Kujendra Lal 
Tripura, former lawmakers 
Ziaur Rahman and Qashim 
Uddin Ahmed.

They have been asked 
to appear in person at the 
ACC today.

Meanwhile, the ACC 
has also decided to initiate 
investigations against former 
lawmakers Naimur Rahman 
Durjoy and Enamul Haque, 
and Tamal Munsur, son 
of former Health Minister 
Mohammad Nasim.

ACC Secretary 
Khorsheda Yasmeen 
confirmed the information 
to journalists.

Based on preliminary 
intelligence findings, which 
have been shown to be 
credible, the commission 

has decided to proceed 
with open investigations 
against them, she said. 

According to ACC 
sources, Durjoy is accused 
of misusing his power 
to illegally seize and 
appropriate land belonging 
to BIWTA near the Aricha 
river terminal. He allegedly 
formed a syndicate with his 
relatives to illegally dredge 
and extract sand from the 
river, earning crores of taka. 

He is also reported 
to own 12 bighas of land 
in Baikanthapur, Ghior, 
Manikganj, a one-story 
house in Manikganj, and 
various investments in 
banks and businesses, with 
total assets amounting to 
approximately Tk 3.16 crore.

Enamul Haque is accused 
of misusing his power 
to collect bribes ranging 
from Tk 4 to 5 lakh for 
appointments of primary 

school office staff in his 
constituency. Additionally, 
information has surfaced 
that he, along with his family, 
owns agricultural and non-
agricultural land in Dhaka, 
Gazipur, and Rajshahi, with 
total assets amounting to Tk 
23.50 crore.

Tamal Mansur is accused 
of misusing his father 
Mohammad Nasim’s power 
in various corrupt and 
unethical activities, including 
supplying substandard 
materials for a Tk 175 crore 
government procurement at 
Shaheed Tajuddin Medical 
College and Hospital in 
Gazipur, thereby embezzling 
government funds. He is also 
reported to own a real estate 
business in Jamaica, New 
York, where he has purchased 
12 apartments and 4 parking 
spaces in the Aftab Sky View 
Condominium Tower, valued 
at US $4.96 million.

2 more murder cases
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Sohel Rana, officer-in-
charge of Sreepur Police 
Station.

According to police 
officials, two buses 
carrying members of 
Border Guard Bangladesh 
were attacked and set on 
fire in Mulaid village on 
the Dhaka-Mymensingh 
highway on August 5.

During the clash, two 
people lost their lives.

CASES AGAINST AL 
LEADERS
In Brahmanbaria, another 
case has been filed against 
former Housing and Public 
Works Minister RAM Obaidul 
Muktadir Chowdhury and 
his two personal assistants, 
along with ten others.

The case involves the 
alleged abduction and 
murder of BNP activist 
Atiqul Islam in 2012.

Nasima Islam, wife of 
the missing victim, filed 
the case at Brahmanbaria 

Sadar Model Police Station 
on Monday night.

Seven to eight unidentified 
individuals have also been 
accused in the case, said OC 
Mozaffar Hossain.

Since August 5, five cases, 
including three murders, 
have been filed against 
Muktadir in Brahmanbaria.

In Tangail, a case has been 
filed against former State 
Minister for Commerce 
Ahsanul Islam Titu and 
128 others, alleging their 
involvement in an attack on 
anti-discrimination student 
protesters in Nagarpur area.

Monir Hossain, a student 
of European University of 
Bangladesh and a resident 
of Nagarpur, filed the case 
with the Senior Judicial 
Magistrate Court in Tangail 
on Monday.

The court has ordered 
the officer-in-charge of the 
police station concerned 
to register the case as an 
FIR, said Malek Adnan, the 
complainant’s lawyer.

8,000 Rohingyas entered
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“We will try to prevent any 
fresh Rohingya influx. We 
cannot give shelter to new 
Rohingyas as it is beyond 
our capacity,” he added.  

Asked about sealing the 
border, Hossain said it is 
difficult to seal any border 
as there are various forces, 
as well as interests of locals. 
However, the government 
will try to seal the border. 

He said he will meet 
the home adviser and also 
discuss the matter at the 
council of advisers in a day 

or two.
Asked if he supports the 

notion that Bangladesh 
needs to establish contact 
with the Arakan Army, 
Hossain said,  “It is not the 
issue of my personal affair, 
but a state matter.”

In the aftermath of 
August 5, there have been 
a series of attacks against 
minority groups, mostly 
Hindus. The Indian High 
Commission also drastically 
reduced the number of visas 
being issued to Bangladesh.

Asked if there’s any enmity 

growing between Dhaka and 
New Delhi, Hossain said it is 
now an abnormal time and 
abnormal things happen in 
such time.

“The situation is getting 
normal and will be more 
stable in a few days. Then, 
we will see how things 
evolve,” he added. 

Hossain also informed 
the media that Chief 
Adviser Prof Muhammad 
Yunus will be attending 
the UN General Assembly 
for five days starting from 
September 22.

Supreme Court restores
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Advocate Shah Ahmed 
Badal told The Daily Star 
that the apex court will 
later on hold a hearing 
of the contempt of court 
petition against Taposh 
and pass an order.

Hearing of the petition 
may be held after reopening 
of the court following its 
upcoming vacation, he 
said.    

Both the Appellate and 
High Court Division of 
the Supreme Court will go 
into an annual vacation 
on September 6 and  

will reopen on October 
20. 

Badal submitted the 
contempt of court petition 
to the Appellate Division 
of SC on June 2 last year, 
saying that the utterances 
made by Taposh have 
constituted contempt of 
the highest court of the 
country and the judiciary 
as a whole.

On May 23 last year, 
Bangla daily Manab 
Zamin published a report 
containing his statements 
under the headline 
“Ekjon Chief Justice keo 

Namiye Diyechhilam (We 
had even removed a chief 
justice).”

“I wish I could resign 
and come back here [at the 
SCBA]. I know where to use 
the hammer. We had even 
removed a chief justice,” 
the report quoted Taposh 
as saying.

“The civil society 
members, who want to 
preach to us, …we will 
bundle them in a sack and 
throw them into the dark 
water of the Buriganga,” 
the report quoted him as 
saying.

Death anniv 
of M Abdur 
Rahim today
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Today is 
the eighth 
d e a t h 
a n n i v e r -
sary of 
M Abdur 
R a h i m , 
a close 
a s s o c i a t e 
of Bangabandhu Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman and 
western zone chairman 
of the then Mujibnagar 
government, said a press 
release.

A Liberation War 
organiser, Abdur Rahim 
was a lawyer and recipient 
of the Swadhinata Padak.

Marking the death 
anniversary, family 
members and various 
organisations have arranged 
programmes including doa 
mahfil, Qurankhwani and 
food distribution among 
orphans in Dinajpur.

Must work 
together to 
protect rivers
Says Rizwana
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Environment, Forest, and 
Climate Change Adviser 
Syeda Rizwana Hasan 
yesterday emphasised the 
need for countries to work 
together in protecting 
international rivers, forests, 
and wetlands.

She stressed ensuring 
environmental and 
climate justice, holding 
countries responsible 
for climate change and 
pollution accountable for 
compensation. 

She also advocated for a 
nature-centric approach to 
biodiversity conservation.

The environment 
adviser made these 
remarks yesterday at 
the 8th IUCN Regional 
Conservation Forum 
in Bangkok, Thailand, 
themed “Reimagining 
Conservation in Asia: A 
Nature-Positive Future”. 

He will remain alive 
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“Shahidullah was committed 
to the nation. People used to 
come to him for suggestions 
when the country fell into 
deep crisis.”

DU Professor Dr MM 
Akash also paid tribute to 
Shahidullah.

SM Shaheek Mahmood 
Roni, son of Shahidullah, 
said, “The country’s wealth 
is our wealth and it is our 
responsibility to protect 
it. My father struggled a 
lot to protect oil, gas, and 
mineral resources. He will 
live through his activities.” 

Before his death, he was 
very happy about the victory 

of the students in the mass 
uprising, added Shaheek.

Before the event, his 
well-wishers paid tribute to 
him with flower wreaths.

A song was performed in 
tribute to him and a short 
documentary on his life 
and work was also screened 
at the event.

The programme 
was hosted by Khan 
Asaduzzaman Masum, 
former president of 
Bangladesh Chhatra Union.

M u h a m m a d 
Shahidullah led the 
movement to protect the 
country’s oil, gas, and 
mineral resources.

Medical services to resume
FROM PAGE 3

morning with four-point 
demands, following a 
attack on two doctors 
from the neurosurgery 
department of DMCH last 
Saturday.

Eventually, doctors, 
nurses, interns, and 

medical students 
called a strike in public 
and private hospitals 
nationwide. 

However, service 
providers in most private 
and some public hospitals 
did not respond to the call 
for strikes.

Doctors returned to 
work after 10 hours at 
around 8:00pm on Sunday, 
after being assured that 
their demands would be 
fulfilled.

Work continued on a 
limited scale on Monday 
and Tuesday.

City

I didn’t see
FROM PAGE 3

torture, Azim has grown 
his hair long, nearly to his 
waist.

Azmi said on the 
night of August 6, he was 
finally released and left 
blindfolded at Alenga, 
Tangail.

Recalling the day of 
his abduction, Azmi said, 
“When they came to my 
house, I asked them who 
they were and asked for 
their ID cards. I wanted 
to know if there was any 
warrant for my arrest. They 
did not respond to any of 
my words.”

“Among them was 
an army officer who 
misbehaved with me. They 
even misbehaved with my 
wife,” he said.

“At one point, they 
forced me to board in 
a car. I was taken to a 
place blindfolded. I was 
left there in a dark room. 
They even took me to the 
toilet blindfolded,” he 
added. 

At that time, Jamaat said 
he was arrested from his 
house in Boro Moghbazar 
of the capital by individuals 
posing as law enforcement 
officers.

In the briefing, 
Azmi demanded that 
the government give 
exemplary punishment to 
those involved in enforced 
disappearance and other 
types of criminal activities.

Azmi also said the 
present constitution of 
Bangladesh is not legal. He, 
therefore, demanded that 
the interim government 
enact a new constitution.

Meanwhile, Azmi also 
demanded to form a new 
national anthem, claiming 
that the present national 
anthem is a “violation of 
the spirit of independent 
Bangladesh”.

At the briefing, Azmi 
also made claims regarding 
the number of martyred 
people in the Liberation 
War.

He claimed, “The 
number of martyred people 
in the Liberation War is not 
actually three million, but 
rather 2.86 lakh according 
to a survey.” 

Azmi called upon the 
government to conduct a 
survey to know the actual 
figure of martyrs in the 
Liberation War.


