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No TV or screens
for toddlers,

Sweden tells parents

AFP, Stockholm

Toddlers should not be allowed to watch
screens at all, Sweden told parents
yesterday.

Children under the age of two should
be kept away from digital media and
television completely, the country’s Public
Health Agency said.

Kids between the ages of two and five
should be limited to a maximum of one
hour of screen time a day, it said in new
recommendations, while those aged six to
12 should spend no more than an hour or
two a day in front of a screen. Teenagers
aged 13 to 18 should be limited to two to
three hours per day, the agency said.

“For too long, smartphones and other
screens have been allowed to enter every
aspect of our children’s lives,” Public
Health Minister Jakob Forssmed told
reporters.

The minister said that Swedish teens
aged 13 to 16 spend six and a half hours
a day on average in front of their screens,
outside of school hours.

The health agency also recommended
that kids not use screens before going to
bed and that phones and tablets be kept
out of bedroom at night.

[ had ‘every right’
to interfere in
last polls: Trump

REUTERS
Former US President Donald Trump, who
faces federal and state charges for allegedly
trying to overturn his 2020 election loss to
President Joe Biden, insists he had “every
right” to interfere in the election.

“Whoever heard you get indicted for
interfering with a presidential election
where you have every right to do it?”
Trump said in a Fox News interview that
aired on Sunday.

A federal indictment accuses Trump of
defrauding the United States by preventing
Congress from certifying Biden’s victory

People carry their belongings as they wade through a flooded street after heavy monsoon rains in Vijayawada of Andhra
Pradesh yesterday. Intense monsoon rains and floods in India’s southern states have killed at least 25 people, with thousands

rescued and taken to relief camps, disaster officials said.

West should permit Ukraine
to launch long-range attacks

Says Zelenskiy, urges them to supply weapons for that

REUTERS

President Volodymyr Zelenskiy yesterday
said Ukraine’s Western allies should
not only allow their weapons to be
used for strikes deep inside Russia, but
also supply Kyiv with more of the arms
themselves.

Ukraine has long urged partners to
allow it to fire Western weaponsat targets
far into enemy territory, and those calls
have grown louder as Russian airstrikes
on Ukrainian energy installations, other
infrastructure and residential buildings
intensify.

After a meeting with Dutch Prime
Minister Dick Schoof in the southeastern
Ukrainian city of Zaporizhzhia on
Monday, Zelenskiy said Kyiv was “more
positive” about the prospects of getting
such permission.

“For today, only to allow — is also
not enough,” he said, adding that allies
should ensure deliveries of weapons

J

get everything we would like to use,
Zelenskiy added.

Zelenskiy  added  that  some
agreements on supplies had not been
fulfilled.

He said he discussed with
Schoof strengthening
Ukraine’s air defences. He
mentioned there were

refurbished gas turbines with a total
value of 29.5 million euros and has
allocated 45 million euros for repairing
energy infrastructure, the Dutch foreign
ministry said in a statement.
The money comes from a
400-million-euro aid fund the
Dutch government pledged
to Ukraine earlier this year.

Unrest hits industries
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yesterday, blocking the Dhaka-Mymensingh highway in
Gazipur’s Tongi.

They were pressing for eight-point demand, including
salary hike, monthly salaries instead of weekly wages, and
stopping the termination of workers.

Protestors started demonstrating near the Bata factory
around 9:00am, halting production, said Inspector Saiful
Islam of Gazipur Industrial Police.

Meanwhile, job-seekers demonstrated in Ashulia
demanding “proportional” hiring of men and women by the
factories, according to Industrial Police.

The demonstrators blocked the Nabinagar-Chandra and
Baipail-Abdullahpur roads at different points since morning.

Khandoker Rafiqul Islam, president of the Bangladesh
Garment Manufacturers and Exporters Association
(BGMEA), said workers have been staging demons for four to
five days.

Yesterday, nearly 100 factories in different industrial
areas, including Ashulia and Gazipur, were shut, he added.

“Workers at five industrial parks in four districts
demonstrated, demanding a minimum salary of Tk 20,000
per month, and other facilities, including leave and holidays
during festivals,” said Kamruzzaman Kamal, marketing
director of PRAN-RFL Group, a leading agro-processor and
exporter.

He said protests broke out in Ashulia, Savar, Dhamrai and
Gazipur yesterday after workers from different sectors took
to the streets.

Kamruzzaman alleged that a vested group was provoking
the workers. He said they were trying to solve the problems
through talks.

The PRAN-RFL official said they would seek cooperation
from the ministries of labour, home, and environment to
solve the problem.

“We have suspended our production. We will have to
stop operations if the workers do not end their protests. The
demonstrations are making it impossible to operate our
industrial park.”

He said the supply chain was disrupted yesterday due to
the demonstrations.

Kamruzzaman warned that exports would be hampered
seriously if the protests went on, which would ultimately
send a negative message to foreign investors.

JOINT OPERATION TO BE LAUNCHED

Garment exporters yesterday met with Home Adviser Lt
Gen (retd) Jahangir Alam Chowdhury and Labour and
Employment Adviser Asif Mahmud (o discuss the overall
situation.

“Our workers do not have any problems. A vested group is
trying to create an unstable situation in the industrial area,”
BGMEA President Khandoker Rafiqul Islam told The Daily
Star over the phone after the meeting.

Quoting the home adviser, he said the army, Industrial
Police and some law enforcement agencies will conduct a
joint operation in Savar, Ashulia and Gazipur.

Additional police personnel will be deployed in the
industrials areas from today, he added.
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one of which was lost in a saying  that  Ukraine’s and will decide on opening factories after discussing law and
crash in Ukraine last week. cross-border incursion order, he added.

“We will keep providing into Russia’s  western SM Shafiuzzaman, secretary general of the Bangladesh

air  defence equipment,
and F-16s, and funding for
munitions,” Schoof said.

Schoof added that the Netherlands
would provide Ukraine with around 200
million euros ($221.4 million) in support
to repair energy infrastructure and for
humanitarian assistance.

advances.

region of Kursk was moving
“according to the plan”.

He added that Ukraine believed
the operation could help to ease pressure
on the Pokrovsk front in Ukraine’s
east, where Russia has accelerated its

So far, he said, the situation there

Association of Pharmaceutical Industries, said workers’
protests spread to over 25 pharmaceutical factories yesterday
and the demonstrators vandalised at least four factories.

“We are holding meetings with the government
authorities concerned ...,” he claimed.

Shafiuzzaman, also the managing director of Hudson
Pharmaceuticals Ltd, said that some big factories have
halted production which will have an impact on the exports

and depriving voters of their right to a “We didn’ i ivi i i and the supply of life-saving drugs to the local market
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