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2 security personnel 
stabbed to death
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Two security personnel were stabbed to death 
by robbers at the S Alam Coal Power Plant in 
Chattogram’s Banshkhali upazila early yesterday.

The deceased are 52-year-old Sarwar Alam, 
assistant security in-charge, and 22-year-old Rashed 
Jawardar, a security guard, said Officer-in-Charge of 
Banshkhali Police Station Toffazal Hossen.

According to police, the two security staffers 
managed to catch two robbers around 2:50am 
when they entered the SS Power Plant, a joint 
venture of S Alam Group and SEPCOIII Electric 
Power Construction of China, at Gandamara 
union in Banshkhali.

At one stage of the scuffle, the robbers stabbed 
them and fled, said police.
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Boats lie idle near the Sundarbans yesterday. The mangrove forest reopened on Sunday following a three-month 
fishing and tourist ban, but the expected influx of tourists was noticeably absent. The forest officials attributed 
the low turnout to intermittent rain and unfavourable weather conditions. However, the Sundarbans itself appears 
to have benefitted from the three-month hiatus. The forest, with its diverse flora and fauna, looks rejuvenated, 
bringing a fresh vibrancy to its natural beauty, according to locals and officials. 

‘Return my 
homestead’
BNP leader hangs banners 
across town reclaiming 
his properties ‘grabbed by 
former state minister’
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali

A local BNP leader in Patuakhali’s Kalapara upazila 
has hung banners across the town demanding his 
occupied properties be returned to him.

The banners were seen at different intersections in the 
town, grabbing attention of many since Friday morning.

In the banners, Md Khalilur Rahman alias Chunnu 
Mia, former office secretary of Kalapara upazila unit 
BNP, claimed that former 
state minister for water 
resources Mahbubur 
Rahman had forcibly 
occupied his homestead 
and took the deeds of 
the property after he was 
elected from Patuakhali-4 
constituency for second 
time and became a state 
minister. 

Contacted, Khalilur said, 
“He (Mahbubur) unleashed 
torture on me and my 
family members to evict me 
from my land in the dead of the night. Chhatra League 
activists vandalised my home. Later, I had to take 
shelter in Badurtali area of the town.”

“The repression did not end there. Mahbubur kept 
forcing me to sign the deed of my house in his name at 
a nominal price, which eventually I had to,” he claimed.

Khalilur sought help of all, including law enforcers, 
to get back his properties, and demanded exemplary 
punishment for those responsible for his plight.

Mahbubur could not be contacted for his comments 
as he has been on the run since the Awami League 
government’s ouster on August 5.

‘Free our 158 
acres of land 
from grabbing’
People from indigenous 
communities urge 
interim govt

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

People from the indigenous 
communities in Dinajpur’s Nawabganj 
upazila yesterday called upon the 
advisors of the interim government 
for steps to free their 158 acres of land 
from grabbing.

They alleged that former Awami 
League lawmaker (Dinajpur-6) Shibli 
Sadiq, his uncle Md Delwar Hossain, 
a Jatiyo Party leader and also former 
chairman of Dinajpur district council, 
and other family members grabbed 
the land across several villages over 
the years since AL had come to power 
in 2009. 

Representatives from the 
communities made the demand at 
a press conference held at Dinajpur 
Press Club yesterday.

Sovon Mardi, who read the keynote 
papers to bring forth the allegations, 
said Shibli and Delwar unleashed 
miscreants in the villages and 
threatened the indigenous people 
to grab 158.07 acres of land illegally. 
Delwar alone grabbed 76 acres of land, 
he said.

The grabbers established an 
amusement park named “Swapnopuri” 
on 36 acres of the grabbed land. Shibli 
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RU teacher Mustak 
Ahmed suspended
RU CORRESPONDENT

Rajshahi University Professor Mustak Ahmed 
of the Mass Communication and Journalism 
Department has been suspended from all 
academic activities.

The decision came following a meeting of 
the department’s faculty members yesterday, 
confirmed department chairman Prof Mozammel 
Hossain Bokul.

On Sunday, MCJ students demanded Prof 
Mustak’s removal, accusing him of sexual 
harassment, financial misconduct, academic 
irregularities, corruption, and inciting violence 
during a mass movement.

They submitted a formal complaint to the 
university registrar, with copies sent to the vice-
chancellor and the department.
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Hasina sued in five 

more murder cases
STAR REPORT

Former prime minister Sheikh 
Hasina was sued in five more 
murder cases over the deaths 
of five people in the capital’s 
Jatrabari and Dhanmondi areas 
between July 19 and August 14.

Hasina is now facing at least 90 
cases, mostly for murders during 
the mass student protests that 
forced her to resign and flee the 
country on August 5.

In the cases, former ministers 
Obaidul Quader, Asaduzzaman 
Khan Kamal, Hasan Mahmud, 
Jahangir Kabir Nanak, and 
Dr Samanta Lal Sen, former 
lawmakers Shamim Osman, Nazrul 
Islam Babu, Ferdous Ahmed, and 
Mashiur Rahman Mollah Sajal, 
former IGP Chowdhury Abdullah 
Al-Mamun, and former DB 
additional commissioner Harun 
Or Rashid have also been made 
accused, among others.

Four of those cases were filed with 
the court of Dhaka Metropolitan 
Magistrate Saddam Hossain.

After recording the 
complainants’ statements in the 
four cases, the magistrate asked 
the officer-in-charge of Jatrabari 
Police Sation to register the 
complainants as first information 
report, said court sources.

One Mohammad Ali filed a case 
against Hasina and 57 others over 
the death of his relative Obaidul 

Islam on August 4.
According to the case 

statement, leaders and activists of 
the AL-led 14-party alliance fired 
on thousands of people with illegal 
weapons in front of Kajla Petrol 
Pump in Jatrabari on August 4 
during the anti-discrimination 
student movement, where Obaidul 
died of bullet injuries.

One Rubel filed a case against 
Hasina and 35 others over the 
death of his brother Rasel in the 
Kajla area on August 5.

One Mariam filed a case against 
Hasina and 93 others over the 
death of her son Saif Arafat Sharif, 
while Shilpi Akter filed another 
case against Hasina and 12 others 
over the death of his son Saidul 
Islam Yeasin.

In the cases’ statements, the 
complainants said Sharif and 
Yeasin were killed in front of 
Jatrabari Police Station on August 
14 by the accused, while they were 
managing traffic there. Meanwhile, 
one Renu filed a case with the 
court of Dhaka Metropolitan 
Magistrate Faraha Diba Chanda 
against Hasina and 137 others over 
the death of her son Shuvo during 
quota reform protests.

According to case statement, 
Shuvo suffered bullet injuries in 
Dhanmondi on July 19 and died 
the next day while undergoing 
treatment at a city hospital.
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